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That was an honest ignorance which Jed a church- 
member to inquire of his pastor, “What do you do 
week-days?" He noticed only the effective ser- 
mon, and forgot the laborious hours in which it had 
been elaborated. So the Sunday-school teacher 
who carefully studies the lesson will find an eager 
and interested class before him; while he who 
depeids upon the “inspiration of the moment” 
must expect hearers with blank faces and dull ears. 


If a teacher must be absent from his claes for one 
Sunday or more, the least that he can do, within 
the bounds of fairnees, is to provide a substitute. 
He would not think of leaving a post he had 
promised to occupy in any secular business establish- 
ment, with. ut seeing that some one else was ready 
to perf_rm its duties. Gods work ought surely to 
have as much attention from a man asthe work of 
any human employer—and it will have from every 
faithful Sunday-school teacher. In fact, if a man 
does not fill his place in the Sunday-school, either 
personally or by proxy, whatever else he is good for, 
he is not to be depend:d on as a teacher. 








A text of Scripture often contains a very impor- 
tant practical truth which is not conveyed to the 
average mind by the words of our Eoglish version. 
This fact it is which adds new importance to the 
work of the Sunday-school teacher, in giviag his 
scholara the sense and causing them to understand 
the reading of the Scriptures. A New England boy 
was oppressed with his consciousness of sin. He 


Christian employer and told of his burden. “ Well, 
my boy,” said the good old orthodox employer,” 
“your only hope is in accepting Jesus Christ as the 
propitiation for your sins.’’ There was little com- 
fortin that declaration—true as it was. The boy 
afterward found rest in his Saviour’s love; but it 
was in spite of that mode of teaching, not in conse- 
querce of it. He was accustomed to say, later in 
life, that that unintelligible word “ propitiation”’ 
seemed to stand as a barrier between him and salva- 
tion. Every child is entitled tothe Bible truth in 
his vernacular. First find out what a Bible lesson 
means; then make its meaning clear to your scholar. 


No trait of character is rarer, none more admir- 
able, than a thoughtful independence of the opin- 
ions of others combined with a sensitive regard to 
the feelings of others. There isa blunt disregard 
of both the opinions and feelings of others which 
sometimes passes for independence, when it is noth- 
ing more than impudent eelf-assertion. A man 
prides himself on his absolute independence, because 
he is so well satisfied with all that he is, and with 
all that he does or says or thinks, that he neither 
asks nor cares what is the course or what are the views 
of other people. If he learns that they dislike him or 
disapprove his conduct, it does not trouble him; he 
feels that it is no concern of his. Such a spirit is very 
far from admirable. It is a pity it were not rarer. 
But there is an independence of man which grows 
out of a dependence upon God ; which is based on a 
conviction of personal duty and personal responsi- 
bility ; which fearlessly takes its personal stand as 
in the sight of Gd, and in the face, if need be, of 
all the world ; which does not overlook or ignore 
the light in which a question at issue is considered 
by others ; which indeed shrinks frem giving offense 
to any ; but which will not swerve a hair's breadth 
from the line of right or propriety to please a friend, 
to win public favor, or to rescue one’s self from a 
position of direct personal peril. Such indepen- 
dence is grand and heroic. It is the best spirit of 
David and El jah and Daniel and Paul. God be 
praised that this spirit has not yet utterly died out 
from smong those children of men who are truly the 
children of God! 


On one thing the executive committee was deter- 
mined, in calling the Atlanta Convention, and that 
was to steer clear of all other gatherings, and to find 
tnree days which were not already pre-empted by 
some religious organization. Tne record was searched 
for the date of meeting of denominational synods, 
and assemblies, and conferences, and of society an- 
niversaries, that they might be avoided. At lasta 
time was found that seemed reasonably clear. It 
was promptly fixed on. Now, however, the commit- 
tee perceives that the closing day of the convention 
is Good Friday, the only day of all the year which 
has universal recognition for its sacredness among 
both Christians and Jews. There were Episcopalians 
and Lutherans—who give special prominence to that 
day—on the committee looking up this matter; but 
they did not notice the infelicity of the selectien. 
It isthe old story over again; the more important 
lost sight of in attention to minor matters. It is 
like the good woman whose houre was on fire. She 
was in haste to save what che could. She gathered 





longed for salvation. In his distress he went to his 


some jewelry, a few dresses, a picture or two, and a 





pet piece of furniture. ‘Now have I got every- 
thing I cared for?” she asked, as the flames forbade 
her return to the house. ‘“ No, I declare I've for- 
gotten the Jady.” It is quite too late for a change 
of day for the Atlanta Convention. The gathering 
is important enough for any season of the year. It 
will dishonor no day however sacred. But the com- 
mittee ought to be exonerated from the intention of 
offending the tastes or prejudices of anybody in the 
designation of the days selected. 





THE ATLANTA PROGRAMME. 


Already the outline programme of the Interna- 
tional Sunday-school Convention—which is to assem- 
ble next month at Atlanta—is arranged and made 
public by the executive committee. It is given in 
full on another page, in the department of “ Work 
and Workers.” This programme is worthy of 
special attention and comment, because of the great 
importance to the cause of Bible study and Christian 
instruction throughout our country, which attaches 
to the deliberations and action of the triennial con- 
vocation of representative friends of the Sunday- 
schoo] in America. 

A debate of a few hours at Indianapolis, in 1872, 
secured the plan of a common series of Bible leesons 
for the Christian world. The movement thus initi- 
ated has up to this time reeulted in an amount of 
systematic and thorough study of the entire Scrip- 
tures never before known or dreamed of. Its 
impress is already on the entire generation. It has 
influenced the style and substance of preaching in 
the pulpits of America a hundred times as much as 
all the importation of clergymen from abroad has 
done. It has affected the publishing interests of 
this country beyond any other single cause during 
this decade. Works of biblical research, of critical and 
popular Bible commentary, of illustration and of devo- 
tion, have been justified in editions hitherto unpre- 
cedented. The periodical literature growing out of 
this movement is so extensive that a prophecy of its 
present aggregate circulation would have been 
deemed the wildest fancy, six years ago. Ministers 
of wellnigh every name, and their people with 
them, seem to be now “all with one accord in one 
place,” in B.ble study. The very atmosphere of 
Christendom is affected by the combined and 
hearty study of a common eeries of Scripture facts 
and lessons; and both the knowledge and the love 
of God's word are more widely prevalent ard have 
a firmer hold to-day in all the church of Christ, 
than at any former time since the Pentecostal 
gathering. An organization which has such poesi- 
bilities dependent on its action is worth watching. 
At the approaching Atlanta Convention the ques- 
tion of a new plan of uniform Bible lessons, to fol- 
low the seven years’ course now drawing to a cloee, 
will be up for discussion, and will doubtless be 
finally decided. This gives an added interest to 
whatever is likely to influence its conclusione. 

The announced programme for Atlanta presents 
“Our Work,” under the four departments: “ Re- 
ported,” ‘“ Defined,” “ Furnished,’ ‘“ Promoted.” 
In the firet department are included reports from 
the executive committee, the statistical secretary, 
the states and provinces by their selected repre- 
sentatives, and the International Lesson committee. 





The second department covers the true basis of 
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Sunday-school work, its relation to other agencies,— 
as the home and the pulpit,—and its poreibilitiee. 
The lesson question comes in under the head of the 
furnishing of the echool—with the uniform Bible 
lesson, and with such supplemental lessons as those 
on denominational church doctrines, or on the Chris- 
tian year. The subject of qualified workers is also 
included under thishead. The fourth general topic 
of conference is the promoting of the Sunday-school 
work by state and provincial organizations, and by 
normal school gatherings; also by Christian love 
and sympathy—which presents an admirable basis 
for the closing evening session. 

The programme as a whole will commend itself to 
thoughtfal friends of the cause. Its chief merit is 
its appropriateness to an International Sunday- 
school convention. It limita the discussions of that 
body to topics proper for consideration there—rather 
than in an inferior gathering. Many questions 
which would fairly have a place in a neighborhood, 
or county, or district, or state convention ought not 
to engross the attention of delegates in a national 
conference. Indeed, no question ought to be con- 
sidered in the larger body which can properly be 
settled in the minor assembly. The brief time of a 
national or international convocation is too precious 
to be occupied in questions concerning methods of 
work in a local Sunday-school, or plans of organiza- 
tion for any region less than a state or a province. 

The importance of such a limitation will be 
apparent to every man who has had anything to do 
with the arrangement of a programme for such a 
body. The present writer can speak of it with posi- 
tiveness out of his experience as chairman of the 
executive committee at more than one national 
Sunday-school convention. What a pressure comes 
to have this theme, and that theme, and another 
theme, given a place in the deliberations of the con- 
vention! One man presses the consideration of 
plans and methods of work. He wants the teachers’ 
meeting, and the blackboard, and singing, and review 
exercises, and children’s prayer-meetings, and the 
Sunday-school concert, and missionary meetings, 
and the infant class, and a great many other things, 
brought up for discussion—all of which are very 
well for local gatherings, but not well for a distinc- 
tively national conference. Another man is exer- 
cised as to the personal virtues or duties which are 
to be inculcated in the Sunday-school. He thinks 
that some expression of opinion ought to be secured 
in favor of temperance, or purity ; or against pro- 
fanity or Sabbath breaking; whereas there is no 
more reason why one of these topics should hold the 
time of the national convention, than the doctrine 
of salvation through faith, or the duty of openly 
confessing Christ before the world. All of them are 
important ; but a decision can be arrived at concern- 
ing them for any particular region without bringing 
together delegates from all parts of the country, and 
beyond. 

How they do crowd for these things! The anti- 
profanity man is almost ready to swear at the chair- 
man of the committee for intimating that that theme 
is not one for the convention programme; the tem- 
perance advocate is intemperate in his urgings fora 
public hearing; the Sabbatarian is ready to work 
seven days in a week before yielding a claim to 
recognition; and so on all through the list. The 
executive committee now arranging for the Atlanta 
Convention deserves the thanks of all true friends 
of the interests involved in that convocation, for so 
wisely and positively fixing the limits of the pro- 
gramme as to exclude that which ought not to be 
in discussion there. 


WHO ARE THE UNBELIEVERS? 


It is an unvarying custom of unbelievers in any 
religion to reproduce the oldest arguments as though 
they were absolute novelties, and to prophesy the 
speedy downfall, in consequence of their own pecu- 
liar attacks, of religious systems which have stood 





the wear and tear of ages without material change. 
Even heathen religions, lacking all ele-aents of per- | 
manence, and constructed by man himself out of the 
wants and impulses of his own nature, have been 
able to laugh at the predictions of too hasty oppo- 
nents. Christianity, the religion which comes from 
God and must remain unchanged, in its essentials, to 
the end of the world, has, of course, been the more 
virulently aesailed, just in proportion as its claims 
are higher and its demands upon men more stiin- 
gent. Accordingly, doubters and unbelievers, in 
every age, have made haste to sweep away what was 
obnoxious to their reason or distasteful to their pref- 
erences. The old weapons are reproduced in every 
century, but with a fresh flourish of trumpets. 

For instance, when the “ Bible Unitarians” of 
1820 argued against the doctrine of the Trinity, on 
scriptural grounds, and captured the flower of the 
Congregational parishes of Massachurette, many 
looked for a similar change in the rest of the world. 
Bat those theologians were merely reproducing the 
arguments of the great herery of the third century, 
when even popes were permitted to be Ariane. 
Later, it ovcurred to some that it would be a good 
idea to class Christianity with other theistic reli- 
gions, and to clasp hands with every faith which 
had a “Jehovah, Jove, or Lord.’”’ <A second set 
went farther, and maintained that man’s own aspira- 
tions formed a good enough religion. But these ideas, 
ancient, though dressed in a new terminology, have 
faded away, without materially changing the current 
religious thought of the time. 

At present, science is the unbeliever’s foundation 
but he has prudently ceased to herald particular 
changee. Hecontents himself with the more general 
and insidious charge that nobody believes anything 
nowadays. Let the churchesstand, hesays: they are 
as weak as punk. The shape remains, but thestrength 
isgone. The Christian religion islike a corpse in a cre- 
mation furnace, retaining the similitude of a man, but 
ready to crumble into four pounds of shapeless ashes. 
Thus a recent writer says: “ The indifference about 
dogma is very great, and the hostility to it not strong 
enough to make men take much trouble to display 
it. In Luther’s day, when a man revolted against 
the church he was bred in, he could not be satisfied 
without setting up another. In ours, he does not 
care enough about the matter to supply himself with 
a new organization. ... On the other hand, the 
really earnest and sincere believers—that is, the 
large body of Christians who are ready enough to 
inherit articles of faith, however strange, but do not 
like adding to the number themselves—are in our 
time too much troubled about the whole fabric of 
belief to care much about any alterations in it that 
do not seem to imperil it.” 

Now, this is a simple question of fact, and one not 
to be concealed by the clouds of dust raised by 
merely general statements. Asa fact, the evangel- 
ical churches of America—for it is not necessary to 
argue concerning other countries—have many more 
members than ever before. They have gained both 
absolutely and relatively. Even Boston has become 
an evangelical city. The Unitarians, Universalists, 
Spiritualists, Swedenborgians, etc., have made but 
trivial gains in numbers for twenty-five years, while 
their relative losses have been large. What right has 
anybody to say that evangelical church-members do 
not believe what they profess? Is an Episcopal 
merchant honorable on the street and a liar at the 
communion table? Shall we give a Presbyterian 
clergyman credit for candor in his parlor, but regard 
him as an impostor in the pulpit? When gloomy 
doubters can point out this and that Baptist or 
Methodist as an unbeliever, and can accumulate 
examples enough to make, say, a majority of Chris- 
tian believers, then they will have a basis for an 
argument. Meanwhile their statements are worth- 
less. 

The truth is, there was never so general and 
hearty an acceptance of evangelical dogmas as 
to-day. The large majority of pastors and church- 





members accept them implicitly, and most cf the 
theological discussions of the day are with those 
who, a little time before, were totally indifferent to 
all subjects of the kind, and who, by these very dis- 
cussions, are strengthened in the faith. The third 
class, the despondent and cynical people who profess 
to think the whole fabric of faith on the verge of 
dissolution, are in reality the same old company. 
They are the persons who “ do not care enough about 
the matter to supply themselves with a new organi- 
zation.” Their “indifference to dogma is very 
great,” and their “‘ hostility to it not strong enough 
to make men take much trouble to display it.” 
Therefore they substitute sneer for proof, and care- 
less general statements for facts and figures. 





~ 


NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


—Weare quite ready to put on the Sunday-school Index 
Expurgatorius all hackneyed stories which have been told 
so many times over that they are now a hindrance rather 
than a help to the enforcement of the truth in support of 
which they are brought forward. A correspondent from 
Ottawa, Kansas, asks our help in getting one story laid 
aside and another put in its place, after this fashion : 

You have generously insisted that speakers should quit telling 
certain well-known anecdotes, Allow me to suggest another one 
to be put on the shelf, namely, that of the men on the lake in a 
storm, who cculd not pray nor sing, but who decided, as the only 
religious act they could perform, to ‘‘take up a collection” I 
have heard this at three public meetings, at the same town, within 
a year. But while you ask that this be laid aside, won't you be 
good enough to furnish a good story or two for collection occa- 
sions, that are not so much worn? 

We cannot promise to give new stories in place of all 
old ones which are fairly worn out; but we can point to 
the “ Illustrative Applications” on the lesson published 
in The Sunday School Times for February 2, for a story 
on the point in question which may answer for use on a 
single occasion. Neither this nor any other, however, is 
to be counted worth repeating continually. 





—R rely has any series of articles in the religious press 
attracted more attention, or called forth more hearty com- 
mendations from throughout the country, than the papers 
by Professor Austin Phelps, on the International Lessons, 
now publishing in The Sunday School Times. These 
papers are widely reprinted in religious journals, and 
scarcely a day passes without some letter of thanks 
coming inin acknowledgment of the new cervice rendered 
by Professor Phelps to the cause of intelligent B ble 
study. A prominent clergyman cf fprirgfield, Mass., 
writes enthusiastically : 

Do you aware yourself of the magnificent examples of exposi- 
tory preaching which Dr. Phelps is giving the ministry in The 
Times? Only Robertson on the Corinthian letters can compare 
with them in the whole range of sermonic literature. 
minister in the land should see them. 


Every 


A superintendent at Venango, Penn., has made a good 
use of these articles in a direction which he thus com- 
mends to others : 


Having the superintendency of a Sunday-school here, and the 
charge of a young people’s prayer-meeting connected therewith, 
I have given considerable attention to the latter, and have 
studied to devise means to keep up theinterest. I have been inthe 
habit of announcing beforehand a topic for each meeting. taken 
from the last Sunday-school lesson, and asking all to give texts 
or make remarks on that special topic; a’so making it the leading 
topic of prayer. Since the excellent articles by Professor Austin 
Phelps, which appear weekly in your columns, on some leading 
topic of the lesson, have been published, it has struck me as a 
good idea to give interest and tone to our prayer-meetings by 
having them read alternately by our best readers in those meet- 
ings. We are now doing this, and it adds much to the interest of 
the meeting. Such fine articles as they are, it seems to me, should 
be made to do all the good possible, and I write this as a sugges- 
tion to others who may wish to utilize them in this way. 


From Corinne, Utah, comes one of many calls for the 
reissue of these articles in tract form. This correspoadent 
writes : 

I wish particularly to congratulate The Times on the admirable 
discourses of Professor Phelps. If they were published in tract 
form, they would be the very best of campaign documents for the 
parents of our children, especially in this priest-ridden territory. 
They would greatly help us in this frontier work, where the light 
of the gospel is but faintly dawning upon what has been midnight 
error, and strange delusion to believe a lie. 


While it is not practicable to reprint these articles sepa- 
rately as they appear, week by week, it is probable that the 
entire series will be republished in book form at the close 
of the year, as the papers have certainly more than an 
ephemeral yalue as expository and devotional literature. 











March 2, 1878.) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


131 








REACHING THE SCHOLAR'S DAILY LIFE. 
BY G. B, WILLCOX, D.D, 


You can push a growing tree once a week, and it will 
grow its own way in spite of you. Do you, teacher, push 
the lives of your scholars but once a week? What doyou 
actually know of these lives of theirs? They are very 
different—mutually unlike, 
home. He has no more idea of what poverty is than the 
queen of France in the old story, astonished to hear that 
the people had no bread, and asking why, then, they did 
not eat cake. Another has no fortune but his two hands 
and his stout young heart One has little notion of temp- 
tation. He has breathed the pure air of a Christian 
home. The next oneon the bench has had no enemies to his 
soul so deadly as his own father and mother. Do you 
know with what diverse lives you are dealing? Each of 
them needs a special application of the truth made to 
himself. Each needs some power to go out over the week- 
days and level up his life to the height on which, for an 
hour, he seems to stand in the Sabbath school. 

1, Aim to somehow reach the daily life. You carry 
your watch to the jeweler’s for repair; and, though he 
has it in his hands but a few days, he guarantees that it 
shall run well after he returns it. You can, as a teacher, 
give no such guaranty. But, at least, be not content to 
keep a child attentive for one hour out of the one hundred 
and sixty-eight in the week. Endeavor, with the grace 
of God, to give him a regulation that shall make him run 
well at home and at school. 

2. Having this for your aim, become acquainted with 
each scholar’s life. No wise physician will take your case 
till you tell him your habits of life, your occupation and 
exposures. And you can no more judge of a boy or girl 
from an interview once a week, than a quack, from a lock 
of an unknown patient’s hair, can tell, as he pretends to 
do, the whole story of his ailments for a twelvemonth. 

Call on the parents and converse with them. Ask as to 
the child’s special virtues and wrong proclivities. Repeat 
the call and vary the questions. For it is far from certain 
that a mother will exhibit her boy to you impartially at 
the first interview. She may have him as a household 
idol, to whom she offers incense as an incarnation of all 
the juvenile virtues. Or he may be to her “that awful 
boy,”—a scapegoat to whom all the miscellaneous and 
unaccountable mischief about the house must be charged 
as naturally as water falls to the lowest level. Converse 
with her frequently. Compare her impression with your 
own, and correct each by the other. 

If your scholar has a day-school teacher, confer with 
him too. He may care nothing for Sabbath schools. But 
he will be heartily willing that you should make, if 
possible, a better boy of any pupil in his charge. He can 
tell you better, perbaps, than either parent, if the child is 
apt to learn, if he has energy and perseverance, if he is 
selfish or generous, conscientious or unprincipled, candid 
or crafty, despondent or cheerful. 

3. Having learned all that is possible of the scholar’s 
daily life, proceed to throw your influence over it. Show 
him the application of religion to life. Most children in 
our Sabbath schools hardly know how to make that appli- 
cation. The freedwoman in Georgia, who had made free 
with her neighbor's pouliry, and was reminded of it, when 
about to approach the Lord’s table, wanted to know if her 
reprover thought she was going to allow a miserable goose 
to come between her and her blessed Lord. And there is 
many a scholarin our schools who has no more notion 
than she of the connection of religion with life. He 
needs to be shown how it will apply to life—to his own 
life—in the store as a clerk, in the school as a student, in 
the homeasason. Do not rely on a stock of staple ideas 
that you dole out from week to week, without rightly 
dividing the word as each hath need. “ What is the 
reason, I wonder,” said acertain godly but rusty theo- 
logical professor, now gone to his rest, “that the young men 
don’t like my lectures? They used to like them twenty 
years ago; and I haven’t altered them since!” That 


style of teaching is no more relishable in a Sunday-school | 


than in a theological seminary. 
But all you can say on applying religion to life will 


come to nothing unless you stamp the conviction deeply | 


that you expect toseeitdone. And how accomplish that? 
In various ways. By suggesting some method of doing 


it some kindness to the poor, some passion to be sub- | 


dued, some sort of usefulness at home. And then, on 
the next Sabbath, call the matter up, and ask a report from 
each scholar of what he has done. Encourage them to 
bring cases of conscience also, or questions as to every-day 
duty ; and get the opinions of all on them before giving 
yourown. You cannot go on long in that way without 


finding the impression that truth learned on the Sabbath 


One comes from a sumptuous | 


is, till it has effected something through the week, like 
rainless clouds in a drought. 

Whether Christ existed in two natures or in one, 
whether his second coming will be literal or spiritual, 
may be grave questions to you. But that clerk in your 
class is debating with himself whether he shall work on the 
Sabbath or lose his place; whether he shall overpraise 
the goods he sells, or be dismissed as an impracticable 
fanatic. He is battling for dear life. He is in the very 
clutch of the devil! Perhaps you can hold him true to 
duty through the fight. Perhaps you can intercede for 
him with his employer, and save him the cruel alternative. 

You may find another point of contact with the daily 
life of your scholars by occasional social gatherings of the 
class. You can break up, at such gatherings, all stiffness 
of manner between yourself and them. You can teach 
them how to enjoy themselves rationa!lly—as great a leeson 
as almost any in the question-books. You can induce 
them to confide their sorrows and plans and hopes to-you. 
You can foster an esprit du corps in the class, which will 
be helpful in various ways in enabling you to reach their 
daily life, 

But where there are parents of the scholars, they cannot 
be ignored ; and yet, on the other hand, it cannot be taken 
for granted that they are faithfully training their children 
for Christ. But it is a delicate matter to advise them. 
The better way is to arouse their interest by asking infor- 
mation—perhsps counsel—on your own duty as a teacher. 
He is a strange parent who is not touched by your interest 
and love for his child. Ccmmonly a father or mother will 
respond to you gratefully, and take you somewhat into 
confidence, and give yuu free accees to the children, and 
perhaps take even your suggestions without offense. 

A teacher may, through such means as these, send out 
his influence beyond the Sabbath and the Sunday-school 
room, to be an overshadowing power for good throughout 
the scholar’s busy week. 





AVOWED ENEMIES TO RELIGION. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


The enemies of religion are of two sorts. The enmity 
of one class is concealed from expression in words. It is 
often accompanied with profersions of respect. It is 
covered by outward virtues. It may not be distinctly 
known to the conscience of the man himeelf. The enmity 
of the other class isopen and avowed. The Christian reli- 
gion is caricatured and libeled, and thus denounced. Its 
claims are ranked with those of obsolete mythologies. 
Religion itself in any form is pronounced to be the dream 
of superstition or the craft or priests. 

This second class of enemies to the croes of Christ are 
very strikingly paralleled by the character and deeds of 
the Assyrian king. He did and proposed to do by the 
sword what they do and propose to do by tongue and ren. 
A very truthful picture of the one may be seen in the nar- 
rative of the other. Let us then read the character of 
modern hostility to Christianity, in that of Sennacherib 
and his marshals. 

1, The first thing which attracts our notice is their boast- 
fulness. The Assyrian monarch evidently had no mean 
opinion of himself. “ Know ye not,” he says, “what I and 
my fathers have done?” ‘We are big men. We have 
great armies. We are flushed with victories. We do not 
know what it is to be beaten. Think twice, good people, 
before you presume to contend with me. Am notI the 
great and noble Sennacherib, successor to Nimrod the 
mighty, the victor in a hundred battles, who have put 
my foot on the neck of kings?” Such is the strain in which 
this Assyrian fellow swaggers at the people of the living 
God. 

Hardly could a more truthful picture be drawn cf the 
open enemies of God in every age. One thing is always 
characteristic of them—they know how to brag. Self-con- 
ceit is their most obvious quality. They are rich in brass 
Their claims are astounding to one who has not learned 
| their loud policy. Voltaire predicted with brazen effront- 
ery that Christianity would be defunct in twenty-five 
| years. He claimed that he and the encyclopadists of 
France had written it to death. Yet to-day, after a cen- 
tury has gone by, the copies of the Christian Scriptures 
circulated in France alone, papal though it be, are num- 
bered by hundreds of thousands every year, while the 
booksellers say that no other works lie on their shelves so 
long as the once-famous works of Voltaire. 

It is a favorite device—one cannot call it argument— 
with the enemies of the goepel, to claim that it is obsolete. 
The world has outlived it. Like other superstitions it has 
had its day. The Old Testament eepecially is the object of 
this braggart strategy. ‘‘ Does anybody believe that stuff 
how?” said a very young lady to a friend not Jong ago, “The 








world made in six days? Joshua stoppingthesun? Jonah 
and the whale, and all that? Ha! ha! I thought that 
intelligent people bad got over that!” Probably she 
would have found it no easy matter to give a reascn for 
her denial of the faith of her fathers. But her flippancy 
wes the fruit of the loud-mouthed assertions of infidelity 
that the Old Testament is defunct. 

Any lie persisted in may grin the f rce and momentum 
ofa trath. These naked denials of biblical facts constitute 
in our day a very large share of the capital of infidelity, 
Science, it is claimed, has disproved the Mosaic cosmogony, 
at the very time when scientific men are finding out that 
there is a mysterious coincidence between the Mosaic and 
the geologic records, The testimcny of the book and the tes- 
timony of the rocks agree to such marvellous extent that 
unchristian scientists are beginning to inquire where Moses 
got his information. Moses somehow knew what it has 
taken science four thousand years to discover. 

The growth of Christianity, it is declared, has ceased ; 
and it is far on in the procees of its decline; at the very 
time when eecular historians are lauding it as outweigbing 
all other civilizing forces put together. 

The intelligence of the Christian system is denied; it is 
claimed to be only fit for children and fools; at the very 
time when it is commanding the faith of a larger propor- 
tion of the thinkers of the race than any other system 
known in history. - 

Christian missions are pronounced a failure, at the very 
time when they have made Christianity a power which 
the nations respect and idolatry fears over more than half 
the world. Cannibal tribes are transformed into fit allies 
of the most renowned empires and most enlightened repub- 
lics on the globe in less than balf a century by the preach- 
ing of a few men who went forth to their work amidst the 
world’s mingled compassion and derision-—compaesion for 
their fate and derision for their folly—and yet the attempt 
to Christianize “ happy and contented idolaters ” is declared 
an antiquated blunder. 

This, I repeat, is the policy by which the enemies of the 
Christian religion expect to browbeat its friends out of 
their faith. This policy is very old. Our religion bas 
outlived a great many developments of it. First it was 
astronomy; then it was geology; then it was Chinese and 
Indian history ; then it was Egyptian chronology ; then it 
was flint arrowheads and stone hatchets; and now it is 
evolution and the correlation of forces, and s0 on—which 
infidelity has declared to have been the death-blow to Chris- 
tianity and the annihilation of its sacred books. Theclaim 
is not a prediction, not a conjecture, but a declaration cf 
historic fact. The thing is done, The Christian system is 
defunct. All that the world has to do with it in future 
is to smile at the comedy and learn wisdom from the blun- 
der. Itis in vain that we point to the achievements of our 
faith now in progress, and claim that it is a very lively 
thing for a dead thing. There is a claes of “ advanced 
thinkers” who will have their way about it. They ring 
the changes on the old story,—that the Christian religion 
is obsolete, and belongs henceforth to the historic mythol- 
ogies! “ Philosophers” and “ seers” and “ liberal think- 
ers” talk of Confucius and Zoroaster and Moses and 
Mahomet and Jesus and Socrates,—all in a breath, as if 
they were of equal authority, and all alike ciphers in the 
“ Church of the Future.” 

It is related of an ancient king that having vanquished 
bis rival in battle, and taken him captive, he confined him 
in a cage, from which he was led out in chains daily, and 
compelled to bend to the ground at the saddle- bows of his 
victor, who used his prostrate body as a riding-bleck to 
assist him in mounting his horse. Like that is the haughty 
and imperious epirit with which the avowed enemies of 
Christ treat his claims to their faith. 

2. A second feature by which this kind of hestility to 
religion is characterized, is its special animosity to the min- 
isters of the gospel. It is noticeable that the bragging 
Assyrian does not address his appeal chiefly to the Judean 
king and his official representatives. His attempt is to 
stir up revolt among the populace, by appeals to their 
superstition and their fears. The official head of the king- 
dom and his subalterns are treated with contempt. They 
“spake yet more against the Lord God, and againsté his 
servant Hezekiah.” As the head of a theocratic kingdom, 
Hezekiah was the chief cfficial representative to his people 
of the true religion. 


Again and again is this hostility to the ministers of reli- 
gion displayed by its open foes. The people are exhorted 
to revolt against “the priests.” The popular name which 
infidelity gives to Christianity is “ priestcraft.” In every 
large community in which enmity to the gospel is openly 
professed, ig to be found a class of men who are pre-emi- 
nently minister-haters. Their ridjcule and denunciation 
aro specially simed at the slergy, No other class of meq 
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receive at their hands such severe measure and uncandid 
jadgment. The human frailties of ministers are the butt 
of their satire. The fall cf a minister they never let the 
world hear the last of. That good-nature which the major- 
ity of civilized beings extend to men of other professions 
is often denied to ministers. Lawyers, judges, physicians, 
merchants, teachers, journalists, may depend upon a fair 
hearing and a genial look from theee men, but they are 
porcupines to ministers. When will the enemies to the 
popular theology of New England have done with Cotton 
Mather? When will the opponents of the Paritan faith, 
throughout the country, have done with the Salem witch- 
craft, and the whipping of Quakers, and the banishment of 
Roger Williams? Will the world ever accept the truth 
about the Connecticut Blue Laws? 

The clergy, who are held responsible for all the moral 
blunders of their age, are the most roundly abused of men, 
living or dead It is a sign of the general excellence ot 
their character, and a sign, too, that infidelity fears them‘ 
that with such concentration of the world’s shafts upon 
them, they exist at all to-day, as a class respected and 
loved by anybody. No thanks are due to religious liber- 
alism that their characters are safs anywhere. What 
does communism say of the Christian clergy? What did 
it do to the humane and godly Archbishop of Paris in 
1871? 

3. Avowed enmity to religion is often characterized also 
by the plausibility of its reasonings against the destiny of 
Christianity. Sennacherib was a shrewd fellow. His 
speech to the Jewish populace was a very cunning speci- 
men of demagogical oratory. His argument was a very 
plausible one. His facts were true. He and bis fathers 
had been mighty men. Their arms had been crowned 
with success, The nations cowered before them. The 
gods of the nations had been as helpless before their con- 
quering legions, asso many bullocks, Reasoning upon 
the facts in the light of no other than the pagan theology, 
Sennacherib was right. His conquest of Judea was a 
foregone conclusion. 

“Were the gods of those nations any ways able to 
deliver their lands out of mine hand?” 

“ No.” 

“Who was there among all the gods of those nations 
that could deliver his people?” 

“Not a god.” 

“ How much less shall your God deliver you out of my 
hand! You—little petty Judah—not so large as the least 
Of my provinces!” 

“True; it isa fact.” 

Such must have been the colloquy between them carried 
on by the Jewieh hearers silently and with sinking hearts. 
On the pagan theory of the gods, and in the light of 
recent history, the Assyrian monarch had the best of the 
argument, by all odds. 

So it often seems in the controversy between religion 
and its avowed enemies. They often seem to make out a 
strong case of it. Much can be plausibly said against 
religion and its friende. Facts can be made to seem con- 
clusive against them. Real difficulties are found in our 
faith which no wise man will pretend that he does not 
feel. Science discloses facts which require modifications 
of our interpretations of the Scriptures. Astronomy gave 
a fearful shock to popular faith in the Bible—simple as it 
seems to us now—when it revealed the fact that the sun 
did not move around the earth. As simple will seem the 
explanation of other scientific mysteries by and by, but 
they are none the less startling at the outset, for that. 

The ministers of religion too are but men, often weak 
men, sometimes wicked men, always imperfect men. The 
assaults of infidelity upon them often seem very plausi- 
ble. Religion itself has to bear the brunt of them. 


Specially do the confident predictions of the downfall 
of Christianity often seem morally certain. The philo- 
sophical proof alone of this is unanswerable. It is the 
great marvel of history that such a religion as ours can 
hold its own at all in such a world as tbis. By all the 
laws of human evidence by which men prognosticate the 
future, the Christian religion ought long before this time 
to have disappeared from the face of the earth. Its tem- 
ples ought to be now antiquarian ruins, of which curious 
travelers ehould be ferreting out the history and the mean. 
ing. The Scriptures ought now to be stored in antiquarian 
libraries, not read or cared for by twenty men in a genera- 
tion. 

On purely philosophical grounds, the enemies of our 
religion are right in their assurances of its speedy over- 
throw. The balance of natural probabilities is never in 
its favor. The great forces of this world are its allied 
foes. Crises have occurred in its history, in which perse- 
cution has been backed up by wealth, by learning, by the 
prestige of antiquity, by civil law, by public opinion, and 





by bayonets, by all the great forces which sway society 
and compact empires; and thus allied, it has borne down 
—upon what? Upon armies bristling with steel? upon 
Ehbrenbreitsteins and Cronstadts? No: upon a handful 
of poor men and friendless women, and little children, who 
had no weapon of defense but prayer! 
Many times has the success of persecution eeemed to 
be a foregone conclusion. Many times has its success 
appeared to be an accomplished fact. It has laughed at 
failure as a bugbear. It has burnt up the handfal of men, 
women and children, as the Duke of Alva did in the 
Netherlands. The people of God even have often thought 
their case a hopeless one. 
he that should have redeemed Israel.” Oh, yes! 
trust, but our trust is disappointed. Our enemies have 
triumphed. Our cause is hopeless. 
and die. 
Periods sometimes occur in which ekepticiem becomes 
for @ time the popular mood of anation. Infidelity is 
greeted by the controlling minds of the time 
tiesand royal societies nurse it. 
it. Poetry sings it. 
Fsshion coquets with it. 
builds temples to it. 
incense to it from afar. Even to the friends cf Christ, it 
seems as if everything were going against them. Society 
seems to have run mad with unbelief. What was Paris 
in 1789, and again in 1871, but one vast lunatic asylum 
of unbelievers? At such times, to worldly wisdom it is 
the right thing to prophesy the speedy extinction of 
Christianity. 
4. The history of the avowed enemies of Christ is 
characterized by the certainty, the suddenness, and the 
unexpected means of their disappointment. 
Somebody made very short work with Sennacherib. 
One night was time enough to answer his gasconade at 
the people of God. Onae verse is all that the historian 
thinks neceseary to tell the story, “The Lord sent an 
angel which cut off all the mighty men of valor.” One 
angel of the Lord was a match for the Assysian bat- 
talions. The mighty men were not looking for euch a 
reinforcement to their enemy. That was the last thing 
they dreamed of. That destroying angel, be it a pesti- 
lence or a storm, or a miraculous apparition, was the 
“ Angel of Death” to a hundred and eighty-five thou- 
sand of the Assyrian hosts before morning. 
The fame of that mysterious event spread quickly 
around the world. It became the symbol of all sudden 
national deliverances. It lives thus to our own times. 
Isaiah's triumphant description of it is read every year 
in the churches of Moscow, on the anniversary of the 
salvation of the Russian Empire by the celebrated 
retreat of the French army in 1815. “The opening 
watchword of the Judean song’ of triumph, God is our 
refuge and strength,” has furnished the inecription over 
the greatest of Eastern churches in Constantinople. It 
is the foundation, too, of the noblest national hymn in 
Western Europe—Luther’s far-famed ‘‘ Ein’ feste Burg ist 
unser Gott.” 

An English poet has celebrated the event in words so 
fall of the old Hebrew spirit as to deserve citation here: 


Elegant literature dandles 
The sciences pay tribute {to it. 
Philosophy crowns it. Wealth 


The Assyrian came down like a wolf on the fold, 
And his cohorts were gleaming in purple and gold; 
Like the leaves of the forest when summer is green, 
That host with their banners at sunset were seen. 


Like the leaves of the forest when autumn bath blown, 
That host on the morrow lay withered and stiewn, 

For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the blast, 
And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed. 

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and chill, 
And their hearts but once heaved, and forever grew still ! 
And there lay the steed with his nostril all wide, 

But through it there rolled not the breath of bis pride. 
And the tents were al! silent, the banners alone, 

The lances unlifted, the trumpet unblown ; 

And the might of the Gentile, unrmote by the sword, 
Hath melted like snow at the glance of the Lord. 


The history “of our religion develors cften a similar 
phenomenon in God’s dealings with its avowed and 
boastful enemies. They are sure to be disappointed in 
the result. Something keeps Christianity alive to-day, 
centuries after, by the logic of its foes,it ought to have 
been dead and Luried. Something makes it grow and 
thrive. It never had a deeper hold upon the world’s 
faith than now. Never before did its friends lock out 
upon a more resplendent future. 

Often the local triumphs of our religion occur suddenly. 
A revival of religion changes the mood of a ccmmunity in 
a month. Corrupt institutions like slavery fall eui- 
denly, and by unlooked-for sgencies. Times of apparent 





decline of religion are often times of preparation, in 


“ We trusted that it had been | 
We did | 


We can only lie down | 


Uciversi- 





which great principles are secretly takirg root; and at 
length they start up and grow as acknowledged powers 
of Christian truth. The visib/e pregress of our 1el gion 
in the world is ccmmonly by eudden leaps and revolu- 
tionary changes. A eirgle argel from ihe living Ged 
works out results at which both friends and enemies of 
truth stand amazed. 

Sometimes in private communities it is the Argel of 
Death. Opposers of religion are scmetimes removed at 
@ moment so critical that men cannot but silently put 
the two things together. By ways of his own God 
achieves his eternal purposes : 

“ God moves in a mysterious way, 
His wonders to perform.” 


HAPPY DODD; 


“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 





CHAPTER VII. 
Happy went to her Sunday-school class, the next Sun- 


Philantbro 2 Wherte tat | day, solemnized and saddened both, and talked to them 
wr cegngtd  Aan erty °6'D8 | with the earnestness of one who for the first time looks 


into a grave. This is quite another feeling from that of 
later years: it is full of novelty, of awe, sometimes of 
terror. There is nothing more beautiful and more gentle 
than the way in which God prepares a long life for its end: 
the breaking of slight ties, the pause of pain and slow 
recognition; then another removal, and another pause; 
till at last we learn death by heart, as it were, and being 
drawn quietly over to the great company who have gone 
before us, by the strong cords of memory, of love, of 
longing and regret, we scarcely know if our life is here or 
there ; and lie down in our turn, serenely and trustfully, 
at the Lord's word, knowing that to die is to go home at 
last. 

The girls in Happy’s class wondered at their teacher, 
there was such new depth of feeling in her eye and voice: 
such solemn, tender earnestness: such a fresh glow of 
faith in all she said. Gay's death had brought the teacher 
to be taught of God; and she felt as if nothing must be 
left undone or unsaid to bring these little ones also to tha 
Master. Addy was restless and uneasy: she had a con- 
science that made her uncomfortable often, though home 
influences helped to dull its voice, 

Helen Sands was more quiet than usual, but her eye 
still wandered about the room, and her attention was not 
fixed. Julia Calhoun listened with steadfast countenance; 
and Mary Gray gave no sign except that she looked at 
her book, even while Happy was talking most earnestly. 
Ruth nestled closer than ever to her teacher: tears 
gathered in her beautiful clear eyes, and the warm color 
rose in her cheeks: before Happy had finished telling 
them about little Gay, those tears fell softly and uncon- 
eciously, and Julia’seyes were also dim. The hovr was 
too short for Happy: her lesson was not finished when 
the bell rang. After the concluding hymn and prayer 
were over, she went out with her class; an unusual thing, 
for she generally waited for her mother, who had a Bible 
class of older girle, which Happy had te!onged to until her 
promotion toa teacher’s place. But to-day she kept 
with her children, as if unwilling to let them go away 
from her; and to her amusement, even in her serious 
thoughts, she heard Addy eay to Julia Calhoun: 

“O Jule! don’t you think, Miss Dodd called to our 
house last week! D.dshe go tosee you?” 

“No,” answered Julia, “but I guess she will.” 

“She came to our house too!’ put in Helen Sands in 
her usual careless way. 

Mary said nothing; but just before they reached the 
church, Ruth, who was clinging to Happy's hand all the 
way, looked up and said softly, ‘‘ Won’t you come and see 
mamma and me, Miss Happy ?” 

Mary heard her, and said, curtly, “ Me too?” 

“Of course I will. Iam comirgto see you all; last 
week little Gay’s death stopped me; I meant to have 
seen you then.” 

Happy’s face glowed as she saw the pleased expression 
on those three young faces, for Julia had lingered too, 
as if to speak; and her heart glowed also. This was 
pleasant; how much more pleasant than the rough, 
dirty manners and persons of Nan and Jack Gladding! 
But Mr. Payson’s sermon put a different train of ideas 
into her head: it was a sermon on practical religion, and 
the text was, ‘‘ For the Son of Man is come to seek and 
to save that which is lost.” The special passage that struck 
Happy to-day was this: 

“The lost! My dear friends, the lost are not gener- 
ally an agreeable class of persons to seek or to save. 








There are many ‘lost,’ itis true, among people of refine- 
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ment and culture; but the mass, those whom you are 
most likely to have opportunity to help, are the poor and 
the ignorant. There is no sentiment about this work; | 
its objects are coarse, dirty, rough, too often profane and 
drunken, repulsive to every sense of soul or body, yet 
over them divine pity hovers and longs; can you do less? | 
It is pleasant and beautiful to do good in the way we 
too often read of, visiting the neat and pious poor, or 
reasoning with the polite and cultivated unbeliever; but 
it is not pleasant to follow in his steps who went unto 
‘spirits in prison.’ It is yours to go to such spirits yet 
in the prison of ignorance, filth, and sin; and you will 
fiad it hard work, disagreeable, tiresome, sometimes 
loathsome; but, my dear friends, it is the Lord's work; 
can you afford to be fastidious? Can you dare to despise 
or pass by any soul he died for, whatever its surroundings 
may be? Take with you this vial of odor, ‘ Lord, I do 
this for thee!’ and the waste places will blozsom as the 
rose. Youwillshare the very joy of him who descended 
into the depths to save you; and you will show that the 
faith which isin you is so instinct with life and love, so 
absolutea reality, that you will preach the gospel cof 
Christ without being aware of it.” 

Happy took this into her soul. Her own delicate nature 
ani organization wrought in her a certain indolence and 
shrinking from pain or trouble that she was fully aware 
of, though without really knowing how much excuse the 
willing spirit had ia the weak flesh. She determined, as 
she sat there, to begin her Sunday afternoon experiment 
with the children of her neighbors at once; and longed to 
get home and ta’k it over with her mother; but to her 
intense disgust Miss Lavinia Greene joined them, and 
Mrs. Dodd asked her tocome in and take supper Happy’s 
heart sank within her; but Mies Greene was delighted : she 
was fluent a3 usual, all the way, and having taken off 
her bonnet and shawl, possessed herself of the cushioned 
rocker and the biggest fan, and sat down by the open 
window. 

It was early in September now, andthe day had been 
as hot as some September days are; but Happy would 
not let her mother get the tea, although she felt unusually 
tired; she thought any work was better than sitiing down 
toentertain Miss Lavinia. It did not enter into her head 
just now tbat ehe had any duties except toward “ the 
lost,” and Miss Lavinia was a church-member in good 
and regu'ar standing. But Happy was not to escape: 


Ms3 Greene liked to garnish her food with voluble 


conversation. 
“Well, Happy,” she began, “we had a real good ser- 


mon to-day, didn’t we? I call that a most an excellent 
sermon: but ’twan’t real perfect; of course, there ain’t 


nothin’ human that is.” 

Mrs. Dodd emiled involuntarily, for this was the key- 
note of Miss Lavinia’s character,—ikat nothing was just 
right, on earth certainly. If her criticisms aimed higher, 
she at least kept them to herself, but now she went on. 


“I do think there’s some folks ‘lost,’ so to speak, 


an’ I took the chance to ride over to Miil Hollow, 





ple can’t. Why, he’s a larfin-stock, and a hissin’, as Scrip- 
ter says, to all the town. I call to mind now what ’B jah 
Greene, my fust cousin, sed about him once; we was a 
joggin’ along to mill, for he was a goin’ over to get fodder, 


havin’ a spell o’ work over there, and we come by Powder 
Hill I see a crop of rye a growin’ on to the edge o’ that 
steep precipice like, where ’t goes down square to the 
brook. ‘Mercy to me!’ says I, ‘look a there, Bijah! who 
on airth ever driv critturs to plough in that pokerish 
place?’ ‘Hem!’ sez he; ‘that’s Sam Rice’s lot; he'd 
plantrye on the edge o’ nuthinefhe thought 'twould grow.’” 
“Where is Abijah now?” broke in Mrs Dodd, and 
happily the subject changed, and the cousin’s family and 
prospects were discussed for the next half-hour. Then 
Miss Lavinia suddenly charged on Happy. “ Well, 
Happylony, how do you get along to Sunday-school ? 
Seems to me as ef you was kinder young to hev that are 
class : they're a pretty set-up lot, I guess. Do you like’em ?” 
“Yes, ma’am,” said Happy, half angry, half emused. 
“ Well, Inever! There's that Palmergal. Her folks are 
stuck up, I guess, I know them Pa)mers stcck an’ lock, 
as ’Bijah says; and the Doctor's girl, she’s a flippety 
thing. That Calhoun girl, I reckon she’s one o’ them 
that’s good stuff ef it ain't spiled in the sewin’ an’ shap- 
in’. Miss Gray’s girl, she’s a queer one; her ma’s as 
odd as Dick's hatband, and she takes after her some, I 
expect; he was a dreadful rough cretur, but sound an’ 
good when you come to reelly know him. I used ter tell 
our folks that Gray was jest like a chestnut burr, you 
got your fingers full o’prickles tryin’ to get the meat, 
but ’twas good when you got it; mebbe she is; don't ye 
lose heart over that one, she’ll come out right by and 
by, I feel to believe. That little Holden cretur, she’s 
a real leetle blossom, but she’s got queer streaks, I 
knowed her folks consider’ble along back. They don’t 
think no small beans o’ themselves; and they’re so ever- 
lastin’ elegunt, ’nd eddicated, ’nd gen’erly high strung; 
they see other folkses falins real spry, and hain’t got a 
mortal sight o’charity for ’em neither. But she’s as 
pretty behaved a girl as you want ter see, she is. Well, 
[ hope ye'll get along with ’em, Happy, and won’t make 
no great o’ mistakes, It’s an orful responsibility now, I 
tell you. J couldn’t never undertake it, old as I be, but 
I’m glad if you can.” 

“There is help for us all, Miss Lavinny,” Mrs. Dodd 
said calmly; “‘I have laid help upon one who is mighty 
to save,’ the Bible says, and if Happy finds she cannot 
keep theclass, she can give it up. It’s what we can do 
that is required, you know, not what we can’t.” 

“That's so!” was Miss Greene’s answer ; “and if she 
don’t never do nothin’ outside, Happy’s a real help and 
comfort to you, Almiry. I wish’t I had one just lke 
her.” The keen gray eyes softened as she spoke, and 
Happy looked up in amazement. 

“O mother!” she said, after Mies Lavinia was gone, 
“T was so sorry she came, and now I’m sorry for her.” 





seemin’ly, as it might be, who don’t come under neither 
o’ them heads of his'n,—folks that ain't cultered, nor rich, 
nor s:uck up, nor ain't dirty and swearin’, and ignorant 
nuther. Folks likeSam Rice now. You remember him, 
don't ye, Almiry? He that was sister’s son to Aunt Biiss 
down to Haddam. Why, he was a dreadful clean man, 
an’ I dono as he ever swore ; and he wan’t ignorant 
nuther; he could write # pretty good letter, and he tcok 
the Weekly Cuurant reg'lar, and read every speck on’t, 
even to the add-vertisements,—so’s to get his money’s 
wuth, I expect, for he had money; but, the land’s sakes! 
he might better ha’ been poor,he was so awful mean. Why, 
Miss Rice she didn’t never have more’n one calizer gown 
to her name, an’ an old alipacky for a go-to-meetin’. 
He was too mean for anythin’. Why, he sold the man to 
the siore a barrel o’ cider, and they ’greed on the cost, 
an’ when he come to boring it he charged two cents for 
the bung, as sure’s you’re born; and he fetched eggs to 
Miss Blisses fust cousin's folks, and called eleven on ’em 
a dozen when one was double yolked! Land’s sakes! I'd 


“She is a poor, lonely old woman, Happy. I ask 
her to come here because it is one of the few places 
where she has a friend ; and she is one of the household, 
after all.” 

“T forgot that,” said Happy, simply. 

“ You don’t know her yet, Happy. Underall this sharp 
talk, and strong lke or dislike for people, she has a 
warm, generous, true heart. IfSam Rice were sick or 
in trouble to-morrow, Miss Lavinny would go to help 
him in aminute. She has very keen eyes to understand 
character, and is not backward to speak of anybody, bat 
she is good, and sincerely Christian. What you do for 
her is done for ‘one of these;’ and she is lonely enough 
to make me pity her sincerely, all the more that I have 
got you, my child, andshe has got nobody.” 

Happy’s arms were round her mother in a moment. 

“On, I’m sosorry.I was vexed about her! Mother dear, 
do ask her here every Sunday.” 

“ Don’t go over the other edge now, Happy. No, in- 





ruther try for't with the biggest heathen in forrin’ parts, 
that is to say, as it were, about convertin’ on ’em, as to | 
try to fetch Sam Rice round. Them’s the kind there | 
can’t nobody but the Lord tech.” 

“The Lord has got to touch everybody, Miss Lavinny,” 
said Mrs. Dodd, smiling; for this Sam Rice she knew to | 
be a life-long aversion of her guest’s, and that, the more 
she tried to excuse him, the higher Miss Greene’s indig- | 
nation over him would rise, 1t is sometimes the truest | 
effort of peace-making and charity to be silent, but Mies | 
Lavinia was not to be put down £0, 

“Well, I know that, but I was speakin’ of folkses try- 


| 


right to me more than half the time, haven’t you? Now 
get your bonnet, it is time for evening meeting.” 
[TO BE CONTINUED ] 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


MAMMA’S STORY. 


BY MARY J. PORTER, 











“T’ll never forgive you, Freddy Bristow, now see if I 
Mrs. Bristow looked up at the sound of the unkind 
in’ to do sech people good. I do suppose when the Lord words, and saw the angry flash in her daughter’s eye. 


do.” 


deed! I can’t afford to give all my Sundays to her; there 
are other places where she goes, and I think you havea 


surprised to hear you speak in that way to your 


brother,” 

“ Well, then, he ought to be more careful, and not drop 
mucilage on a picture just after I get it nicely pasted 
into my scrap-book.” 

“I didn’t mean to, mamma; I only lifted the brush 
and the mucilage dropped off the end, and I don't think 
Hattie ought to speak so to me, at any rate.” 

Freddy, who was quite a little boy, looked as though 
he would like to indulge ina good cry, but he tried to 
keep back the tears and succeeded in doing so. Mrs. 
Bristow laid down her book and called the children to 
her side. ‘“ Would you like to know what I have been 
reading about?” sheasked, 

“Yes, ma’am,” both replied, evidently relieved from 
the fear of reproof. 

“ Well, I have been reading the history of a great and 
wise prince, who reigned in Mexico long before Columbus 
discovered America, The capital of his kingdom was 
called Tezcuco, and it stood on the eastern shore of the 
great Mexican lake which you have studied about in 
your geography. This prince had avery strange name,that 
I suppose it will be difficult for you to remember. Indeed, 
I scarcely know how to pronounce it myself, but I will 
attempt todoso, The name is—Nezahualcoyatl.” ‘ Freddy 
and Hattie both laughed at the long, funny name, and 
Freddy said he wondered whether that was what the prince 
was called when he was a’ little boy. “I think not,” 
answered his mother, “for the word means ‘hungry fox,’ 
and was intended to describe the wiliness of the prince's 
character, as well as to refer to the troubles which he had 
to bear before he reached the throne. When he was fif- 
teen years old, the kingdom was invaded by a neighbor- 
ing tribe, who cruelly murdered the king, his father, 
while Nezahualcoyatl stood looking on, hidden by the 
branches of a tree. 

“ He fled as quickly as possible from the city, which had 
been captured by his enemies, but he was afterward taken 
prisoner by them and thrown into a dungeon. He 
eecaped from that through the aid of a friendly servant, 
who took the place of the royal captive and gave up his 
own life for his master’s. For a while after that the 
prince was permitted to live in the palace; but a few 
years later a new and cruel king ascended the throne of 
the victorious tribe, and made it his business to persecute 
the unfortunate prince. More than once he eent soldiers 
to take the life of the young man, who each time con- 
trived to get away from his pursuers, 

“Atlength a price was set upon his head. Whoever 
took him, dead or alive, was promised the hand of a noble 
lady, and the possession of extensive lands. Then the 
prince was compelled to wander a fugitive through the 
country in which his father hadruled. He used to hide 
away in caves and thickets, from which he would steal 
out at night in order to procure a little food. Once he 
met some friendly soldiers who hid him in a drum while 
his pursuers passed by. At another time a peasant girl 
concealed him under a heap of plants which she had been 
cutting for their seeds. But though many of his subjects 
proved faithful to him, and some of them refused to betray 
him for a reward, even when they might have done so 
with ease, there were powerful nobles who attached 
themselves to the cause of his enemies, At length, how- 
ever, a great battle was fought, in which Nezahualcoyatl 
and his friends were victors, and he finally became king. 
The first thing he did, after ascending the throne, was to 
proclaim pardon to those sut jects who had rebelled against 
him, and the very nobles who had acted against him were 
given places of trust and honor.” 


“He knew how to forgive, didn’t he, mamma?” asked 
Freddy, at the same time darting a bright glance at his 
sister, who hung down her head in reply. 

“ Yes, indeed he did,” answered Mrs. Bristow, “and 
in this he showed a spirit worthy of the great ruler that 
he proved himself to be. He made good laws for his sub- 
jects and promoted their welfare to the best of his ability. 
He was an able writer, and some of his writings, which 
arg still preserved, contain many wise reflections, He 
objected to the worship of idols, which at that time pre- 
vailed in the country, and built a temple which he dedi- 
cated to ‘the unknown God,—the cause of causes.’ He 
was, you see,a heathen, yethe displayed a truly gener- 
ous temper, and one worthy of a Christian king, when he 
adopted it ashis maxim that ‘a monarch might punish, 
but revenge was unworthy ofhim!’ Can either of you 
think of any other prince that you have heard of who 
freely forgave his enemies?” 

“T suppose you mean Jesus,” answered Hattie, in a 
softened tone ; and she firmly resolved thut she never again 
would say that she would not forgive Freddy when he 





makes sech hard folks he can break ’em, but other peo- | “Why, Hattie, what is the matter? I am perfectly 


teased her. 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 


. March 3.—Ahaz's Persistent Wickedness...__2 Chron. 28: 19-27 
0, March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign......_______2 Chron. 29: 1-11 
. March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians.........2 Chron. 32: 9-21 
March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance.__2 Chron. 83: 9-16 
March 31,—Review. 





LESSON 11, SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1878. 
Tide: HEZEKIAH AND THE ASSYRIANS. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Wits HI™ 18 AN ARM OF FLESH; BUT WITH US I8 THE 
Lorgp ove Gop To HELP US, AND TO FIGHT OUR BATTLES.—2 Chfon. 32: 8. 


Lesson Topic: Fighting against God. 


1. The Boaster, v. 9 
Outtine: < 2. The Boasting, v. 10.19 
3. The Overthrow, vy. 20 21. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, March 11: 2 Ch on. 32:9 21. Fighting against God. 
Tuesday, March 12: Ex. :1-19. Pharaoh the boaster. 
Wednesday, March 13: Ex. 14: 19-31, Pharaoh overthrown. 
Thursdoy, March 14:1 Sam. 17: 1-11. Goliath the boaster. 
Friday, March 15:1Sam.17 3851. Goliath overthrown, 
Saturday, March 16: 1 Kings 20: 1-12. Ben-hadad the boaster. 
Sunday, March 17:1 Kings 20: 13-21. Ben-hadad overthrown. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(2 Chron. 82: 9-21.) 


9. After this did Sennacherib king of Assyria send his servants 
to Jerusalem, (but he himself laid siege against Lachish, and all 
his power with him,) unto Hezekiah king of Judah, and unto all 
Judah that were at Jerasalem, saying, 

10 Thus saith Sennacherib, king of Assyria, Whereon do ye 
trust, that ye abide in the siege in Jerusalem ? 

11. Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over yourselves 
to die by famine and by thirst, saying, The Lorp our God shall 
deliver us out of the hand of the king of Assyria? 

12 Hath not the'same Hezekiah taken away his high places 
and his altars, and commanded Judah and Jerusalem, saying, 
Ye shall worship before one altar, and burn incense upon it? 

13, Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all the 
people of other lands? were the gods of the nations of those 
lands any ways able to deliver their lands out of mine hand? 

14. Who was there among all the gods of those nations that 
my fathers utterly destroyed, that could deliver his people out 
of mine hand that your God should be able to deliver you out of 
mine hand? 

15. Now therefore let not Hezekiah deceive you, nor persuade 
you on this manner, neither yet believe him: for no god of any 
nation or kingdom was able to deliver his people out of mine 
hand, and out of the hand of my fathers: how much less shall 
your God deliver you out of mine hand? 

16. And his servants spake yet more against the Lorp God, 
and against his servant Hezekiah. 

17. He wrote also letters to rail on the Lorp God of Israel, 
and to speak against him, saying, As the gods of the nations of 
ether lands have not delivered their people out of mine hand, 
so shall not the God of Hezekiah deliver his people out of mine 
hand. 

18. Then they cried with a loud voice, in the Jews’ speech, 
unto the people of Jerusalem that were on the wall, to affright 
them, and to trouble them; that they might take the city. 

19. And they spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against 
the gods of the people of the earth, which were the work of the 
hands of man. 

20 And for this cause H ekiah the king, and the prophet 
Isaiah the son of Amoz, prayed and cried to heaven. 

21. And the Lorp sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty 
men of valour, and the leaders and captains in the camp of the 
king of Assyria. So he returned with shame of face to his own 
land. And when he was come into the house of his god, they 
that came forth of his own bowels slew him there with the sword. 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2Chron.32:9. Sennacherib.—aAnd the king of Assy 
ria sent Tartan and Rabsaris and Rab-shakeh from Lachish to 
King Hezek ah with a great host against Jerusalem: and they 
went up and came to Jerusalem. 2 Kings 18: 17.——And the 
king of Assyria sent Rab-shakeh from Lachish to Jerusalem unto 
King Hezekiah with a great army. Isa. 36: 2. 


v.11. To give over.—Beware lest Hezekiah persuade 
you, saying, The Lord will surely deliver us: this city shall not 
be delivered into the hand of the king of Assyria, Isa. 36: 15, 
——And I will cause them to eat the flesh of their sons and the 
flash of their daughters, and they shall eat every one the flesh of 
his friend in the siege and straitness, wherewith their enemies 
and they that seek their lives, shall straiten them. Jer 19: 9° 
—— Moreover, he said unto me, Son of man, behold, I will break 
the staff of b-ead in Jerusalem: and they shall eat bread by 





weight, and with care; and they shall drink water by measure, 
and with astonishment. Ezek. 4: 16. 


Our God shall deliver —— Many there be which say of my 
soul, There is nohelp for himin God. Psa. 3: 2. In the Lord 
put I my trust: how say ye tomy soul, Free as a bird to your 
mountain? Psa. 11: 1——He trusted on the Lord that he 
would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in 
him. Psa. 22: 8.——As with a sword in mine bones, mine ene- 
mies reproach me; while they say daily unto me, Whereis thy 
God? Psa. 42: 10 For mine enemies speak against me; and 
they that lay wait for my soul take counsel together, saying, God 
hath forsaken him: persecute and take him, for there is none to 
deliver him. Psa. 71: 10, 11——He trusted in God; let him 
deliver him now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the son of 
God, Matt 27: 43. 


v.12. Worship before one altar.——What man soever 
there be of the house of Israel, that killeth an ox, or lamb, or goat, 
in the camp, or that killeth t¢ out of the camp, and bringeth it not 
unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation, to offer an 
offering unto the Lord before the tabernacle of the Lord; blood 
shall be imputed unto that man; he hath shed blood; and that man 
shall be cut off from among his people. Lev. 17: 3,4.——Take 
heed to thyself that thou offerest not the burnt offering in every 
place that thou seest: but in the place whicb the Lord shall choose 
in one of thy tribes, there thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, 
and there thou shalt do all that I command thee. Deut, 12: 13, 
14——And thou shalt offer thy burnt offerings, the flesh and the 
blood, upon the altar of the Lord thy God. Deut. 12: 27. 


v.13. Land my fathers have done.——lIn the days of 
Pekah, king of Israel, came Tiglath pileser, king of Assyria, and 
took Ijon, and Abel-beth-maachah, and Janoah, and Kedesh, and 
Hazor, and Gilead, and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali, and car- 
ried them captive to Assyria. 2 Kings 15: 29.——Then the king 
of Assyria came up throughout all the land, and went up to Sama- 
ria, and besieged it three years. In the ninth year of Hoshea the 
king of Assyria took Samaria, and carried Israel away into 
Assyria. 2 Kings 17; 5,6.——Of a truth, Lord, the kings of 
Assyria have destroyed the nations and their lands, and have 
cast their gods into the fire; for they were no gods, but the 
work of men’s hands, wood and stone: therefore they have 
destroyed them. 2 Kings 19: 17, 18. 


Were the gods ... abie to deliver ?——Their idols are 
silver and gold, the work of men’s hands. They have mouths, 
but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: they have 
ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not; they 
have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk 
not: neither speak they through their throat. Psa. 115: 4-7. 
Who hath formed a god, or molten a graven image that is profit- 
able for nothing? Isa. 44: 10.——Almost throughout all Asia, 
this Paul hath persuaded and turned away much people, saying 
that they be no gods which are made with hands. Acts 19: 26 
We know that an idol is nothing in the world, and that there is 
none other God but one. 1 Cor. 8: 4. 


Vv. 14. Your God.—And he said, Peace be to you, fear 
not: your God, and the God of your father, hath given you treas- 
ure in your sacks. Gen, 43: 23.—-And Pharoah called jor 
Moses and for Aaron, and said, Go ye, sacrifice to your Ged in the 
land. Ex 8: 25.——And I will walk among you, and will be 
your God, and ye shall be my people. Lev. 26: 12——And Joshua 
said unto all the people, Behold this stone shall be a witness unto 
us: for it hath heard all the words of the Lord which he spake 
anto us: it shall be therefore a witness unto you, lest ye deny 
your God. Josh. 24: 27 Ye have this day rejected your 
God. 1Sam. 10: 19. 


v.16. Yet more against the Lord. He stretcheth 
out his hand against God, and strengtheneth himself against the 
Almighty. He runneth upon him, even on Ais neck, upon the 
thick bosses of his bucklers. Job 15: 25, 26-——They set their 
mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through 
the earth. Psa. 73: 9.——If the world hate you, ye know that 
it hated me before it hated you. John 15: 18. 


V.17. To rail onthe Lord Shall the axe boast itself 
against him that heweth therewith? er shall the saw magnify itself 
against him that shaketh it? as if the rod should shake itself 
against them that lift it up, or as if the staff should lift up itself, 
as if it were no wood. Isa. 10: 15. Whom hast thou reproached 
and blasphemed ? and against whom hast thou exalted thy voice, 
and lifted up thine eyes on high? even against the Holy One of 
Israel. Isa. 37: 23——And he opened his mouth in blasphemy 
against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them 
that dwell in heaven. Rev. 13: 6. 


V.18. To affiight.——And the Philistine said, I defy the 
armies ef Israel this day; give me a man, that we may fight 
together. When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the 
Philistine, they were dismayed and greatly afraid. 1 Sam 17: 10, 
11——For they all make us afraid, saying, Their hands shall be 
weakened from the work, that it benotdone. Neh. 6: 9. 


V¥.19. The God of Jerusa em. But I have chosen 
Jerusalem, that my name might be there. 2 Chron. 6: 6.——In 
Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling-place in Zion Psa, 
76: 2——But chose the tribe of Judah, the Mount Zion which he 
loved. Psa. 78° 68. Ye are come unto Mount Zion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Heb, 
12. 22. 

v.21. Sent an angel. And when the angel stretched 
out his hand upon Jerusalem to destroy it, the Lord repented 
him of the evil, and said to the angel that destroyed the people, It 
is enough: stay now thine hand. 2 Sam. 24: 16.——Bleseed be 
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, who hath sent his 





angel, and delivered his servants that trusted inhim. Dan. 3: 28. 
——My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, 
thatthey have nothurt me. Dan. 6: 22.——So shall it be at the 
end of the world; the angels shall come forth, and sever the 
wicked from among the just. Matt 13: 49 ——And immediately 
the angel of the Lord smote him, because he gave not God the 
glory. Acts 12: 23. 

With shame of face ——His enemies will I clothe with 
shame. Psa. 132: 18——When pride cometh, then cometh 
shame. Prov. 11: 2. Pride goeth before destruction, and a 
haughty spirit before a fall. Prov. 16: 18. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REY. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


King Hezekiah was qnite fully introduced in the frame- 
work of Lesson 10. According to the synopsis of his career 
as there given, the events now to be considered belong to the 
fourth period of his reign. This period Lange considers 
under the title, “‘ Expedition of Sennacherib against Jerusa- 
lem, and averting of the threatened danger by divine help.” 
The narrative of this period is contained in 2 Chron. 32: 1- 
23; 2 Kings 18: 13-37; 19: 1-37; Isaiah, chapters 36, 37. 
The spirit of the times in Judah is indicated in many utter- 
ances of Isaiah; for example, Isa. 10: 24-34; 14: 24-27; 
17: 12-14; 33: 1-12 

The date assigned by the Usher chronology to the events 
of Lesson 11 is B.C.710. A somewhat later date seems 
necessary, however, for large numbers of Assyrian tablets 
agree in fixing the beginning of Sennacherib’s reign B. C. 
705, and his invasion of Judah in the fourth year of his 
reign. The siege of Jerusalem occurred at a still later date. 
(Three years later by the Usher chronology.) Our lesson, 
according to these data, should bear date B.C. 699 or 698. 
The word “fourteenth” in 2 Kings 18: 13, and Isa. 36: 1, 
may be a copyist’s error for twen'y-sixth or twenty-seventh. 
Dr. William Smith meets the difficulty of these verses by sup- 
posing the name ‘“‘Sennacherib” to have “ crept into these 
texts;” the true reading in his opinion being simply, “ the 
king of Assyria came up agsinst Judah.” In this case, Sar- 
gon, the father of Sennacherib, was the invader. 

“After this,” the opening phrase of Lesson 11 refers 
immediately to the measures described in v.1-8. Remotely 
it refers to those events of earlier date narrated 2 Kings 
18: 13-16. The military and strategic preparations described 
in v. 1-8 were in entire accord with the demands of warfare 
in that day. The words of cheer in v. 7,8, were doubtless 
due in large measure to the influence of the prophet Isaiah. 
With the lesson, the fuller parallel narrative of 2 Kings 
18: 17-37; 19: 1-37, should be studied, also Isaiah, chap- 
ters 36,37. To form acorrect arrangement of events will 
not be a difficult task, as the account in Chronicles is but a 
condensation of those elsewhere. 

Sennacherib was one of the mightiest and one of the most 
boastful of the Assyrian kings. His monumental records 
are abundant, and include a bas-relief likeness of himself. 
Lachish, to which he laid seige, was a fortified city some 
thirty miles southwest of Jerusalem, and upon the borders 
of the plain of Philistia. Mr. Layard discovered among the 
ruins of Nineveh tablets descriptive of this siege, and con- 
firmatory of the statements of the lesson now in hand. The 
death of Sennacherib, described in v. 21, occurred seme 
years after his disaster befvre Jerusalem, as he reigned 
twenty-two years, dying B.C. 681. The remaining events 
of Hezekiah’s life are told briefly in 2 Chron. 32: 24 33; 2 
Kings 20: 1-21; Isaiah, chapters 38, 39. The time when 
Hezekiah received promise of extension of his days is related 
out of chronological order, but its true position is readily 
discovered. 

During Hezekiah’s reign, Shalmanezer, king of Nineveh, 
took Samaria,and carried the ten tribes away into captivity 
(B. C. 721); the Roman Calendar was reformed, the year 
being divided into twelve monthe, instead of ten as pre- 
viously (B. C. 710); Media became a kingdom under Dejoces 
(B. C. 710); Romulus was murdered by the senators of 
Rome, and Numa Pompilius flourished (B. C. 716, 715) 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 

(9) And after this Sennacherib, king of Aesyria, sent his 
servants to Jerusalem (while he, with all his forces, besieged 
Lachish) against Hezokiah, king of J udah, and against all 
Judah that were in Jerusalem, saying, (10.) Thus saith 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, Whereon are ye trusting, 
that ye remain in siege in Jerusalem? (11) Doth not 
Hezekiah mislead you togive you overto die by hunger 
and by thiret, saying, Jehovah, our God, will deliver us 
from the hand of the king of Assyria? (12.) Hath not this 
Hezekiah taken away his high places and his altars, and 
commanded Judah and Jeruralem, saying, Before one altar 
shall ye worship, and on it burn incense? (13.) Know ye 
not what I and my fathers have done to all the nations of the 
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lands? could the gods of the nations of the lands at all 
deliver their lands out of my hand? (14.) Who was there 
among all the gods of these nations that my fathers utterly 
destroyed, that could deliver his people out of my hand, 


that your god should be able to deliver you out of my hand? | 


(15) And now, let not Hezekiah deceive you and mislead 
you thas, and believe him not; for no god of any nation or 
king lom has been able to deliver his people from my hand 
andthe hand of my fathers—much less will your gods 
deliver you out of my hand. (16) And yet more spake bis 
servants against Jehovah-God, and against Hezekiah, his 
servant. (17.) And he wrote letters to revile Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, and to speak against him, saying, As the gods 
of the natioas of the lands did not deliver their people from 
my hand, so the God of Hezekiah will not deliver his people 
from my hand. 
the Jewish language to the people of Jerusalem that were 
on the wall, to frighten and perturb them, that they might 
take thecty. (19.) And they spake of the God of Jerusalem 
a3 they did of the gods of the nations of the earth, the work 
of man’s hands. (20.) And on this account king Hezekiah 
and the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, prayed and cried 
toheaven. (21) And Jehovah sent an angel, and he cut off 
all the mighty men of valor,and captains and princes in the 
camp of the king of Assyria; and he returned with shame 
of face to his land. And he entered the house of his gcd, 
and some of his sons slew him there with the sword. 


NOTES. 


Tae history of the deliverance of Jerusalem from Sen- 
nacherib, one of the most notable events in Israelitish his- 
tory is given in three places in the Old Testament,—2 Kings 
18.13 19; 37; Isaiah 36 and 37; 2Chron. 32: 1-23. The first 
and second of these, in which the narrative is fuller, are 
nearly identical, and were probably taken by two different 
editors from the same source. Chronicles gives a condensed 
account, neglecting chronological order, the purpose being 
to bring out in strong relief the necessity of trusting in God 
against man. The inscriptions of the Assyrian kings, 
recently deciphered, enable us to comprehend the political 
situation and the course of events more clearly than kefore. 
Daring the reign of the warlike Sargon (B. C. 721-704), who 
carried his conquests up to Egypt, Judah had submitted 
quietly to the overwhelming Assyrian power, and Hezekiah 
occupied himself in these quiet years with carrying out his 
plans of religious reform. Sargon’s death was the signal 
for ageneral revolt of the vaseal-princes of the Empire, and 
Hezekiah also, trusting to the support of Egypt, joined (or 
headed) a confederation of the discontented neighboring 
king. But the new Assyrian king, Sennacherib (704 681), 
waiting two years to complete his preparations, swept down 
over the revolted territory, and crushed a!l resistance, 
including that of Egypt. Hezekiah was not present at the 
battle of Eltekeh, where the Philistines and their allies 
were defeated; but Sennacherib, knowing his hostility, 
ravaged the Jewish territory (2 Kings 18: 13), and Heze- 
kiahsent a large present to avert his wrath (2 Kings 18: 14- 
16). In spite of this, however, an Assyrian force was des- 
patched to Jerusalem under the general-in-chief (Tartan), 
the chief of the eunuchs (Rabsoris) and the chief cup-bearer 
(Ribshakeh), whiie the king himself marched against Lachish. 
These officers, having tried in vain to procure the surrender 
of Jerusalam (2 Kings 18: 17-19: 8) returned to their 
master, who, having reduced Lachish, was now at Libnah. 
The approach of the Ethiopian king, Tirhakah, revived the 
drooping spirits of the Jews, Sennacherib sent an insulting 
letter to Hezekiah,the latter went to Jehovah in his irouble, 
and the result was the catastrophe of our lesson (2 Kings 
19: 9.37). (Compare Isaiah 36, 37.) The political interest 
centres in the conflict between the growing Assyrian 
power and the declining Egyptian—the religious inter- 
est in the steadiness with which Isaiah opposed for- 
eign alliances, and erpecially submission to Assyria, 
and urged the people to trustin Jehovah. The pas- 
sages in the prophecy of Isaiah that appear to bear on 
this campaign are: 10: 5-34 (during Sennacherib’s march 
from the north), 22: 1-14 and 24 (while the city was in 
commotion, expecting the approach of the enemy), 30: 31-33 
and 31; 8,9 (during the visit of the Tartan and the other 
officers). 

Verse 9 —After this. T he note of time is here indefinite, 
as also in verre 1. According to the Assyrian chronology, 
this invasion occurred in the third year of Sennacherib 
(B.C. 702 or 701), and therefore it is probable that the ‘“‘four- 
teenth year” of 2 Kings 18: 13( B. C. 713) should be read 
“twenty-sixth’’ (B.C. 701), such errors in dates being easy 
for scribes, and the Assyrian date being in this case well 
vouched for —Caronicles inserts Hezekiah’s fortifying work 
(verses 3-8), and omits his gift to the Aseyrian king (2 Kings 
18: 14 16), desiring to bring out only his trust in Jehovah. 
His servanis; see 2 Kings 18: 17.—Lachish, a strongly 
fortified city, probably thirty or forty miles southwest of 
Jerusalem ; Josh. 10: 26, Mic.1:13, Neh 11: 30; its site 
has not been identified. It is probable that it was cap- 
tured by the Assyrians. In general, the statements of the 


(18.) And they cried with a loud voice in | 


| and his altars? 
something of Hezekiah’s religious reforms, but had gotten 
| the matter quite confused, supporing that it was Jehovah's 





Assyrian canon and inscriptions, though not free from errors 
may be considered trustworthy —All Judah that were in 
Jerusalem. Many of the people outside of Jerusalem, in the 
cities, were already in the hands of the enemy. 

Verse 10 —With this verse and the following, compare the 
two speeches in 2 Kings 18: 19-25 and 28-35, and the let- 
ter in 19: 10-13. Chronicles has condensed them all in 
this one speech, referring, however, below (verses 16, 17), 
to Rabshakeh’s second address, and to the contents of the 
letter.—Jn siege, or in straits, cooped up in their city. Prac 
tically they were besieged (comp. Isa. 22: 1-14 and 24, 
which seem to refer to this or the immediately preceding 
time), though the Assyrians never formally laid siege to 
Jerusalem. 

Verse 11.—Doth not Hezekiah mislead you! the verb is 
sometimes (as in English authorized version) rendered 
“persuade,” but the use in verse 15, along with “ deceive,” 
favors our translation —It is not necessary to suppose that 
Sennacherib had received special information as to Heze- 
kiah’s attitude (though this is quite porsible); his experi- 
ence with other nations would lead him to suppose that 
Hezekiah trusted in his national god, as they in theirs ; for 
him Jehovah was one of a crowd of inferior deities, des- 
tined to succumb to Aesur and Marduk and Sin. 


Verse 12.---Hath not Hezekiah taken away his high places 
It appears that the Assyrians had heard 


worship that the king had expelled or limited (compare a 
similar misconception of the Philistines, 1 Sam. 4: 8). 
Ancient nations had little accurate knowledge of one 
another's religion ; the local narrowness with which they 
worshiped each its own deities, prevented them from feeling 
much other than a hostile interest in foreign divinities— 
a desire to abolish them. In this case, however, though 
the Assyrian account missed the main feature (the extirpa- 
tion of idolatry), it was probably right in the supposition 
that Hezekiah discouraged or forbade the worship of Jehovah 
himeelf outside of Jerusalem—before cne altar shall ye worship 
—a reform that Jehoshaphat and Joash had not attempted 
(chapter 20: 33; 24: 18). Kings makes Rabshakeh speak 
first of ‘ Egypt” asa ground of Hezekiah’s confidence (2 Kings 
18: 21); and from Isaiah (see the passages referred to 
above) we know that there was a strong Egyptian party in 
Jerusalem, which advocated rebellion against Assyria; but 
Egypt's strength was now broken. Rabshakeh was right in 
comparing it toa “bruised reed” that would pierce the 
hand of him who leaned on it, and Isaiah epeaks no less 
strongly. 

Verses 13-15.—From tke fate of other nations, whose 
gods had not been able to eave them from subjugation by 
the Assyrians, it is inferred that Judah's god or gods will be 
equally powerless. In Kings(18: 34; 19: 12,13)are given 
the names of many nations (lying chiefly between Palestine 
and the Euphrates), whose deities had succumbed to the 
Assyrian power; the careers of Sargon and £ennacherib, and 
several other kings, had been brilliantly eucceseful, and As- 
syria was now without a rival in Western Asia. The some- 
what insolent tone of triumph observable in this speech is 
seen also in the inscriptions. Sennacherib felt that it was 
absurd for a petty Canaanitieh prince like Hezekiah to 
resist the arms of the great world-power of the West.— 
Know ye not what I and my fathers have done? Sennacherib 
here speaks as if he rested on a long line of royal ancestors; 
in fact, his father Sargon (by election as prominent army 
leader, or by force) founded the present dynasty ; but it was 
the custom of the Assyrian monarchs to count all their 
predecessors as ancestors ; so the my fathers in verre 14 —Let 
not Hezekiah deceive you and mislead you thus; that is, by 
making you believe that Jehovah, your God, or your other 
gods, will help you. The your gods of verse 15 indicates 
that the Assyrians attributed polytheism to the Israelites 
(which for the masses of the people, but not for Hezekiah 
and Isaiah, was true).—The whole address rests on the poly- 
theistic conception that the strongest gods will win, and the 
Assyrian firmly believed that his were the strongest. It 
does not appear that Assyria ever got the idea of monothe- 
ism from Israel or elsewhere. 

Verse 16.—And yet more spake his servants. See 2 Kings 
18 ; 23-25, and verses 31, 32, where we learn that Rabsha- 
keh (the spokesman) sarcastically offered to furnish Heze- 
kiah horses (for which the Jews were ordinarily dependent 
on Egypt), if he could find riders for them; and also affirms 
that he had come against Jerusalem by command of Judah's 
god, Jehovah (this may have been a falsehood, but more 
probably he had received some such word from some pre- 
tended prophet of Jehovah), finally offering Judah the allure- 
ment of transportation to a delightful land, where they 
would dwell in quiet and abundance. The whcle epeech is 
not without skill and vigor. 

Verse 17.—The substance of the Jetters is given in 2 Kings 
19: 10-13, and thei: «fect on Hezekiah was very great. The 
letter was probably written in Hebrew, as we find in the 
next verse that the Assyrian officers understood that lan- 


guage—When he rays the gcd of Hezekiah, he probably 
thinks of some special deity among the Jewieh “ gods,” that 
the king chiefly worshiped; eo an Aeryrian king frequently 
had his favorite deity. 

Verse 18.—They cried in a loud voice in the Jewish lan- 
guage. Itis noteworthy that they knew Hebrew. Aramaic 
(Syriac) was known to Hezekiah’s cfficers (2 Kirgs 18: 26), 
and seems to have been already now in a slight degree 
what it afterwards fully came to be, the language of general 
intercourse in Western Asia (somewhat as the French in 
Europe now), for the Assyrian Rabshakeh is also suppored 
to understand it; but of this we cannot be certain; fre- 
quent intercourse with Syria would lead the high Jewish 
officers to learn the language, as Rabshakeh’s acquaintance 
with Hebrew (which was similar to Pheenician, Moabltieh, 
and Philistine), and the Aramaic probably came from his 
long intercourse with the peoples cf Canaan and Syria —TZo 
the people on the wall; the ecene must have been an exciting 
one; see the more vivid description in Kings.—To frighten 
and perturb them—that is, to throw them off their balance, 
produce consternation and panic fear, so that their courage 
might fail, and the city be surrendered. 

Verse 19.—The chronicler speaks with indignation of 
such likening of Jehovah to other gods, the work cf men's 
hands. Comp. Isa. 44: 12-19; Psa, 135: 15-18; Jer. 10: 3 5, 

Verse 20 —The prophet Isaiah here appears for the first 
time in this narrative, and is not again mentioned, except in 
verse 32. In Kings (19: 15-34) we have Hezekiah’s prayer 
and Isaiah’s subsequent prediction against the Assyrians in 
fall. The prophet was, no doubt, the power behind the 
throne that had held up the king’s faltering steps, and 
brought to naught Rabshakeh’s plausible speeches. But 
prophet and king are here subordinate, in accordance with 
the purpose of the chronicler to bring out Jehovah's 
power. 

Verse 21.—The catastrophe. Jehovah sent an angel. The 
intention here and in Kings (“the angel of Jehovah") 
seems to be to represent the deliverance as purely miracu- 
lous—that is, without the intervention of any natural 
agency. Yet it would not be contrary to the manner of the 
inspired writers to represent a natural event as the work of 
an angel of God; and if the Assyrian army were cut off by 
a pestilence, it would be none the lees the work of Jehovah— 
the miraculous in it would then be its cccurrence at this 
juncture in Judah’s extremest need, and after Hezekiah’s 
fervent prayer.—He cut of; it is not clear from the connec- 
tion whether the subject here (“he”) is Jehovah or the 
angel —Mighty men of valor, common soldiers.— He returneth 
. . . to his land; he never came back to Canaan, but for the 
rest of his life (about twenty years) was engaged in almost 
incessant wars on the north and east, in the midstof which, 
however, he found time for great enterprises of building. 
The account of his death is given more fully in 2 Kings 
19: 37. Psalms 46, 75 and 76 are with some probability to 
be referred to this event ; and in the Apocrypha there is men- 
tion of itin Tobit 1: 21 (18); Ecclesiasticus 48: 18-21; 1 Mac- 
cabees 7:41; 2 Maccabe 8: 19; 3 Maccabees 6: 5, 





ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Thus saith Sennacherib, . . . Whereon do ye trust? (v. 10.) 
That was an important que tion to the Jews. It is equally 
important to all of us. When we are beret by enemies; 
when weare tempted on every side; when weare in sorrow, 
or want, or doubt; when we are conscious of guilt, and long for 
a Saviour,—in whom do we trust? We must have help from 
outside of ourselves. Unaided, we are not competent to 
maintain the struggle of life, to persevere to the end, to win 
final victory. We cannot save ourselves. We must be saved 
—or we are lost. Whereon do we trust? Until this ques- 
tion is settled, we are in hopeless inefficiency, wherever we 
find ourselves. If it is settled aright, there is an end of fear 
or wavering. ‘“ They that trust in the Lord shall be as 
Mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth forever.” 
Jesus said: “ Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.... Iamthe way, and the truth, 
and the life; no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


Doth not Hezekiah persuade you to give over yourselves to die 


by famine and by thirst, soying, The Lord our God shall 


deliver us? (v.11) This sneer at faith did not die with Sen- 
nacherib. It is repeated, day after day, in the hearing of 
all of us. Young men in the professions, in trade, in service, 
in politics, are told by godless unbelievers that they will 
starve if they refuse to conform to the customs of society, 
and to do what is common in their sphere of living, because 
they think that God would have them do differently. Even 
among professed Christians there is quite too much of faith 
in man rather than in Ged. The promises of a bank presi- 
dent are looked at as of more practical value for the present 
life than the promises of God. Even where there is some 
talk about trust in God, there is often only talk—God is not 
trusted. ‘Trust in God and keep your powder dry” is 





commonly quoted by men who believe in powder more than 
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in God. “ First, tether your camels; then trust God to take 
care of them,” is more f equently taken as meaning “ The 
halter is the great thing. God isan unknown quantity.” 
Said a woman in a western community to a missionary who 
was living the life of trust, like Miller or Moody: “ Poor 
man, haven’t you got anybody to depend on but the Lord 
Jesus? Howl pity you!” Itis the same old cry, “ Doth 
not Hezskiah persuade you to give yourselves to die by 
famine and by thirst,saying, The Lord our God shall deliver 
us?” 

Know ye not what I and my fathers have done unto all the 
people of other lands? (v.13.) “ Just look at me,” eays the 
boastful evil-doer. ‘If you want power, or wealth, or fame, 
you can see by my course, and by my success, whatis the 
way to gain your desire.” ‘ What if I did steal a railroad? 
All the rest of them are trying to do the same thing. I am only 
alittle ‘smarter’ than the others. My way is theway. You 
must admit that.” “ What if I did embezzle public fands, 
and buy legislatures, and corrupt the courts, what are you 
going todo about it? If success is what you want, you see 
now how togetit.” All these boasters forget that “the 
end is not yet.” Sennacherib found at the Jast that there 
was power with the God of Israel. ‘“ Look at my grain,” 
said a scoffing farmer to a clergyman neighbor. “I ploughed 
on Sunday; I planted on Sunday; I harrowed on Sunday; 
I harvested on Sunday; and I never had a better crop. 
What do you say to that?” “I only say,” said the minis- 
ter, ‘that the Lord doesn't settle all his accounts on the first 
of October.” 


His servants spake yet more againit the Lord God, and 
against his servant Hezekiah (v.16). ‘ Like master, like 
man.” If those who are in high places show contempt for 
Christianity, and sneer at its representatives, those who are 
below them are likely to follow in the same track. If 
prominent public officials disregard the Lord's Day, Sabbath 
desecration will increase throughout the community. If a 
blatant scoffer is given office because of his infidelity, many 
will scoff inthe hope of a similar reward. A dishonest 
merchant cannot expect honesty from his clerks. If the 
head of a house will not be faithful in church attendance, it 
is of little use for him to try to have a church going family. 
If he wants Bible study looked down upon by bis children, 
it 18 enough for him to neglect it himself. If he is not care- 
fal to speak with loving respect of his pastor, he must not 
wonder if his sons and daughters are ready to sneer at the 
minister. 


They cried with a loud voice in the Jews’ speech .. . to 
offright them and to trouble them; that they might take the city 
(v. 18). If only the Christian's faith could be broken down, 
he would fall au easy prey to hisenemies. The devil knows 
this; so does every emissary of the devil. Hence there are 
80 many scoffs and sneers at this faith, and so loud cries that 
itis already worthless and must be abandoned. Young 
Christians find playfellows and schoolmates and companions 
in work ready to coax or drive them from their firm trust in 
God. Older Christians are aseailed similarly, from the plat- 
form, the “‘high-toned” newspaper, the illustrated maga- 
zine; sometimes from the pulpit. The ecoffers often adopt 
the language of those at whom they sneer. They even 
claim to be Christians while they seek to undermine the 
Christian's faith. Their aim is to affright and to trouble; 
bat the sensible Christian will be neither frightened nor 
troubled by the loudest cry of the scoffer. 


They spake against the God of Jerusalem, as against the 
gods of the people of the earth (v.19). There is the difficulty ! 
Men are so unready to believe that God is above all gods; 
that the Lord is not to be judged by the standards of mere 
human philosophy, or to be restricted to the limitations of 
obvious natural forces. The Lord is omnipotent. He has 
power over everything that is, He is above nature and 
back of nature. Every living soul is subject to his control. 
Let the blind unbeliever sneer as he will. ‘ All things are 
possible "—not alone to God, but—* to him that believeth” 
in God, and who comes to God in his appointed way for a 
needed blessing. 


For this cause . . . the king, and the prophet . . . prayed 
(v. 20). If you need help, ask for it. If you are weak, turn 
to the never-failing source of strergth. If you find your- 
self beset by enemies, tell your dar g«r to Him who has all 
power. When things look dark, pray. When you are in 
doubt, pray. When you are afraid, pray. When there is 
trouble to those whom you love, and you are anxious for 
them, pray. Neither king nor prophet is above the need of 
prayer, The humblest believer is never without the possi- 
bility of prayer and its answers of peace. 


The Lord sent an angel (v. 21). The Lord has no lack of 
servants to do his bidding. No matter what the trouble 
is, he has some one ready to meet it. It may be a brother 
or sister close at hand who brings the answer to our prayer 
for help. Itmay bea kind friend who meets us unexpect- 
edly and gives the very aid we longed fcr. It may be cur 
pastor speaking in a sermon which seems written wholly for 
us. If necessary, an angel from heaven will come to us. 
God is never in extremity. If there be need of “ more than 





twelve legions of angels" for our rescue or cur ccmfort, the 
Lord will send them, before he will bave ustuffer beyond 
what is best for us, or before one of his promises thall fail 
his trustfal child. 


So he returned with shame of face to hiscwn land. There 
is no gain in defyirg the Lord. There is but cne end possi- 
ble to him who fights with Gcd. Yet the example of all 
those who have tried it in former days is not eufficient to 
deter others from trying it again, as if it were a hopeful, or 
atthe worst a doubtful, experiment. Any young person 
who decides to enter upon a dishonest, an untrutbiul, or an 
impure course, defies the Lord. So dces every man who 
attempts to get gain through an improper or an unholy | 
business. So, moreover, does every open ec: ffer at Christian. | 
ity and its teachings. Any tuch person can enter on this 
work with pride and vain boasting. He may count himself 
sure of success. He may even seem to succeed for a time. 
But sooner or later he shall return with shame of face to his | 
own land, shall be so thoroughly vanquished that he cannot | 
hold up his head before his fellows. Well will it be for him 
if they of his own household do not—as in the case of Sen- 
nacherib—finally rise up and aid in his destruction. 





Nore.—An article on the subject of the lesson, by Profes- 
sor Austin Phelps, will be found on the third page.—Tuz 
EpItTor, 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


Who is our lesson about to-day? You know Hezekiah 
was a good king; what were some of the things he did for 
his people? See what answers may be given, and then ask 
more definite questions until you have recalled much of the 
previous lesson. How did Hezekiah do all the work that 
he began for God and his service? How soon after he 
became king did he begin to have the people worship the 
trae God? He had been a prosperous king for many years 
at the time of this lesson about the Assyrians. 

They were people who lived in a great and rich country 
called Assyria, far off, north-east from the kingdom of Judah. 
Show the direction on the map. They had splendid cities 
and palaces, and powerful kings, who with their great armies 
had conqusred many countries. 

We learn something of the Assyrians in the Bible, and 
much of their history has been found on tablets of stone or 
baked clay which once lined the walls of their palaces; for, 
instead of books, the stories of their kings and their wars 
were written on these tablets. Hundreds of years these stones, 
with their strange writing in pictures and curious letters, 
were buried safely under heaps of ashes and dust, but great 
mounds have been opened and these treasures dug out; 
scholars have studied their meaning, and fiad they are stories 
of some of the very things the Bible tells us, and among 
them some parts of our lessons just now. 

The Assyrians had conquered the kingdom of Israel since 
Hezekiah had been king of Judah, and on some of those 
old stones are now pic:ures of the Jewish captives, barefooted 
and bound as slaves. After awhile the Assyrians wanted 
to conquer the kingdom of Judah, and came with hosts of 
soldiers, and camped around some of Hezekiah's walled cities, 
and intended to break down their walls and capture them 
Their king was named Sennacherib, one of the most power- 
ful kings of the whole world, proud, wicked, strong, and 
rich. He sent messengers to King Hezekiah at Jerusa- 
lem ; for the king was there inside the city, the gates a! 
closed, his armed men all around him, and they had made 
the c.ty as strong as they could, and as secure against 
attack. 

Sennacherib asked some very insulting questions, and 
boasted of his own strength and power. Many of the peo- 
ple were out on the house-tops, or looking out from the top 
of the city-walls, watching to see if the enemy should come 
on the roads, or across the valleys, or over the hills; they 
heard the shouts and the mocking words sent to their king 
and to the army. Sennacherib asked: ‘In whom do you 
trust?” He wanted to make the people feel that Hezskiah 
would keep them in the city until they died of hunger and 
thirst, for he was very sure they would all be corquered 
He asked if they knew what he and his fathers had done to 
all the people of other lands; he asked mockingly: “ Were 
the gods of those lands able to deliver them out of my 
hand?” He told of the nations whom his fathers, the great 
kings before him, had destroyed, and asked what God was 
able to deliver them.” Then he told the people of Jerusa- 
lem not to let King Hezekiah deceive or persuade them ; since 
no god could deliver other nations from his power, how 
much less could Hezskiah’s God deliver them. If the king 
would send such messages, would not his soldiers talk just 
as he did, and mock and threaten the Jews? Yes, they said 
yet more against God and against Hezekiah. 

Did Hezekiah’s people answer back to their abuse? “ Not 
a word, for the king’s commandment was, Answer him not.” 





What did King Hezekiah do when he heard all this? He 


went to the temple, and sent for Isaiah the prophet to come 
to him, and said that the enemy had spoken so wickedly 
against his God, surely God had heard it and wou'd punish 
him. Isa ah told the king not to be afraid, for the Lord had 
said he would send ‘a blast upon King Sennacherib, and he 
should return to his own country, and fall by the sword in 
his own Jand.” 


What are these three things God told Isaiah? Were the 
people afraid? King Hezekiah told them to be strong and 
courageous, not afraid of the words of the king nor of all 
his multitude. He kept on doing all he could ; he had made 
the walls strong, and set captains of war over the people, 
and gathered them in the streets to hear his voice, and spoke 
comforting words to them, and there in the streets of Jeru- 
salem said our golden text. What is it? 


All around for miles and miles the country was covered 
with tents and horses, and strong armed men ready for war, 
all depending on their king to lead them, and their weapons 
to conqner; but Hezekiah told the people of their strength 
and their help. 


A good blackboard lesson can be made by contrasting the 
dependence of the two kings, thus, 


For SENNACHERIB, For HEZEKIAH, 


Ayn Arm or FLESH Tue Lorp our Gop. 


The people believed their king and trusted in their God, 
for we are told ‘they rested themselves on the words of 
Hezekiah, King of Judah.” 


Sennacherib sent a letter to King Hezekiah himself, writ- 
ing him the same things which his peeple had said aloud, 
railing on Hezekiah’s God, and that he could not deliver and 
save them any more than the gods of other nations had 
cone; making their God of no more power than the idols 
and images made by men’s hands. What did Hezekiah do 
with the letter? He took it into the temple, and spread it 
out before God, and prayed, and these are the very words of 
his prayer, 

It will impress the children to let them read after you, 
sentence by sentence, Hezekiah's prayer, as given 2 Kings 
19: 15-19. Tell them we have the same prayer written out 
by the prophet Isaiah (Iea 37: 16 20) After reading, give 
the prominent points of the prayer, eome of which should 
be put on the board on the list of Hezekiah’s defense. 


{ God of —< . 

;} God of ail Kingdoms. 
To whom was the prayer? | Gea that made Heaven and 
Earth 


Bow Thine Ear—Hear! 
Open Thine Eyes—See! 
save Us! 


What did H ezekiah ask ? 


Why did he ask God to save them? Did he say, “S:e our 
sorrow, our frightened children, our troubled wives, our 
homes in danger?” God did see all these, and Jooked in love 
on those who trusted on him; but Hezekiah asked God to 
‘ see the reproach of these heathen and save them, to show 
all the kingdoms of the earth that thou art the Lord God.” 
Did Hezekiah know that God would answer that very 
prayer? I-aiah told him that the Lord said: “I have 
heard.” This is the promise he made to I-aiah for the king 
about Sennacherib; he shall not come into this city, nor 
shoot an arrow there, nor come before it with shield For 
I will defend this city, to save it for mine own sake, and for 
my servant David's sake.” Hezekiah did not know how, 
but it was enough that God would save the city. Did he 
fear the arm of flesh, with euch a promise on which hemight 
rely? 

Sennacherib was just as sure that Ae would tuke the city ; 
his army was all ready, hundreds of thousands of men and 
cffivers all sleeping on the ground, only waiting the day and 
hour for the word of command torushin anddestroy. In 
the darkness there was one encamped whom they could not 
see, and knew nothing of; they did not know that “the 
angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear 
him, and delivereth them.” That angel was Gd’s messen- 
ger of death; for in the still night he went swiftly through 
the camp, and when the morning hight came, ore hundred 
and eighty-five thousand mon lay stiff and dead upon the 
ground. 

Did not God hear and answer prayer? What did Isaiah 
say God would send upon Searacherib? He lived to go home, 
the Bible says “ with shame of face,""—he, the boasting king, 
and afew of his men, arcattered company, with him. Years 
after, as he worshiped a heathen god, his own two sons 
murdered him with their rwords. How did leaiah say he 
should fall in his own land? Was the arm of flesh a tafe or 
sure support? In whom is it always safe to trust? To 
whom can we always pray? 

Will he hear a little child in a quiet home as soon as a 
great king in his holy temple? We know that he wants 
every heart to be his temple, he hears every prayer for 
Jesus’ sake. He has promised to all who love him to bea 


‘father, and they shall be his sons and daughters, and in the 
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heavenly temple he will make them kings and priests unto 
himself forever. 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


The history of Sennacherib is one of the fullest recorded 
in the Assyrian cuneiform inecriptions. He also appears in 
the sculptures, seated on a throne before Lachish, with his 
captives. Perhaps the best light that can be here thrown 
on the lesson will appear from his own account of his cam- 
paigns against Hezekiah. The following extract is from one 
of his cylindrical records, at preeent preserved in the British 
Museum. The translation is that of the late George Smith, 
with a few trifling alterations: 

“In my third expedition to the land of the Hittites I went. 
Elulias, king of Sidon, fear of the might of my dominion 
overwhelmed him, and to a distarce in the midst of the sea 
he fled, and his country I took. Great Sidon, lesser Sidon, 
Bit-sette, Zsrephath, Maballiba, Hosah, Achzid, and Accho, 
his strong cities, fortresses, walled and enclosed, his castles ; 
the might of the eoldiers of Arsur my lord overwhelmed 
them, and they submitted to my feet. Tubahal in the throne 
of the kingdom over them I seated, and taxes and tribute 
tomy dominion yearly, unceasing, I fixed upon him. Of 
Mebahem of Samaria, Tubahal of Sidon, Abdilibiti of Arvad, 
Urumelek of Gubal, Metinti cf Ashdod, Baduil of Beth 
Ammon, Kem»shnatbi of Moab, Airammu of Edom, kings of 
the Hittites, all of them of the coast, the whole, their great 
presents and furniture, to my presence they carried, and 
kissed my feet. And Zidka, king of Askelon, who did not 
submit to my yoke; the gods of the house of his father, him- 
self, his wife, his sons, his daughters and his brothers, the 
seed of the house of his father, I removed, and to Assyria I 
sent him. Sarludari, son of Rukibti their former king, over 
the people of Askelon I appointed, and the gifc of taxes due 
to my dominion I fixed on him, and he performed my 
pleasure. 

“In the course of my expedition, Beth Dagon, Joppa. 
Boneberak and Azor, cities of Zidka, which to my feet hom- 
age did not render, I besieged, I captured, I carried off their 
spoil. The priests, princes, and people of Ekron, who Padi 
their king, faithful and steadfast to Assyria, in bonds of iron 
placed, and to Hezekiah, king of Judah, gave him as an 
enemy ; for the evil they did their hearts feared. 

“The king: of Egypt, and the archers, chariots, and 
horses, of the king of Mercé, a force without number gath- 
ered and came to their help. In the vicinity of Eltekeh 
bef re me their lines were placed, and they urged on their 
soldiers. In the service cf Assur my lord with them I 
fought, and I accomplished their overthrow. The chariot 
eera and sons of the kings of Egypt, and the charioteers of 
the kings of Mercé, alive in the midst of the battle my hand 
captured. 

“ Eitekah and Timnah I besieged, I captured, I carried off 
their spoil. To Ekron I approached; the priests and 
princes, who the rebellion had made with the sword I slew, 
and in heaps over the whole of the city I threw down their 
bodies. The sons of the city committing sin, and the revilers 
into slavery I gave; the rest of them not making rebellion 
and defiance, who of their section were not, their innocence 
I proclaimed. 

“ Padi, their king, from the midst of Jerusalem I brought 
out, and on the throne of dominion over them I seated, and 
tribute to my dominion I fixed upon him, And Hezekiah 
of Judah, who did not submit to my yoke, forty-six of his 
strong cities, fortresses, and small cities, which were round 
them, which were without number, with the marching of a 
host, and surrounding of a multitude, attack of ranks, force 
of battering-rams, mining and missiles, 1 besieged, I cap- 
tured. Two hundred thousand one hundred and fifty people, 
small and great, male and female, horses, mules, asses, 
camels, oxen, and sheep, which were without number, from 
the midst of them I brought out, and as spoil 1 counted. 
Him, like a caged bird within Jerusalem his royal city I 
had made, towers round him I raised, and the exit of the 
great gate of his city I shut, and he was conquered. His 
cities, which [ spoiled, from the midst of his country I 
detached, to Metinti, king of Ashdod, Padi, king of Ekron, 
Zulli bel, king cf Gaza, I gave, and I reduced his country. 

“ Beside their former taxes, their annual gift the tribute 
due to my dominion, I added and fixed upon them. He, 
Hez-kiah, fear of the might of my dominion overwhelmed 
him and the Urbi and his good soldiers whcm to be pre- 
served within Jerusalem he had caused to enter, and they 
inclined to submission, with thirty talents of gold, eight 
hundred talents of rilver, precious carbuncles,. . . . stones, 
couches of ivory. elevated thrones of ivory, rkins of buffa- 
loes, horns of buffiloes, . . . . weapons, everything, a great 
treasure, and his daughters, the eunuchs cf bis palace, male 
musicians and female musicians, to the midet of Nineveh the 
city of my dominion after me he sent, and to give tribute 
and make submission he sent his messenger.” 

On one of the stone bulls is a mention of this same cam- 
paign, whereon the inrcription reads: “ I subdued the extent 
of the district of Judah, powerful and rugged. Hezekiah its 





king I subjected to my yoke.” Still another, a memorial- | his forced retreat upon the seashore, as the tide kept com- 

tablet inscription, rays: “ I subdued the extent of the dis- | ing in. 

trict of Judab. Hezekiah, its king, set up my pleasure.” Overturow.—In Thackeray's story of “ The Virginiens” 
Naturally Sennacherib would not mention the destruction | he deacribes General Braddock, when he was rent cut in 


of his army before Jerusalem. ;ccmmand of the British army, as boasticg to the young 


| American ¢ fficer, Colonel Waskington, of tbe way in which 
BLACKBOARD. ; he weuld defeat the Frerch and Indians in his c»myaign at 
BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. Fort Du Quesne. But Braddock’s army was defeated; he 


' any himself was killed, and it was the despised militia « flicer, 

















| eae | Colonel Washington, who led back in safety the remnant 
| KLIVERANCE. 

alk. of the troops. 

a ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


Gave deliverance. 
@Overthrew Assyria, 
| Westroyed bis enemies, 


BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


2 Chron. 32: 9-21. After this. Omitting the acconnt of 


| 

| 

| 
Hezekiah’s submission contained in 2 Kings 18: 1416 the 








4 ‘ writer proceeds to the great event of that kirgs reign—the 
aNcRrts second expedition of Sennacherib. bis impicus threats, and 
| | his miracu' i _ l " 

| cur orF camry abouns | " a 7 discomfiture Rewlinson 

| THE LORD'S The intelligence of Hezekiah’s preparations reached Sen- 
| ENEMIES. FRIENDS. nacherib a8 he was encamped before Lechish seated in state, 
| 


as we eee him in the monumen!s, on b's eculpiured throne, 
his bow and arrows in his hand, his chariots ard horses of 
regal pomp behind him; the prisoners bending before him, 


ILLUSTRATIONS. half clothed and barefoot fromthe captured city. His ser- 
vants, From this proud position he sent a large detach- 
none to Jerusalem py by the Tartan or ‘ General” of 
. P the hort, accompanied by two high perronages, known like 
Ficutixa acatnst Gop.—When, on one cceasion, aGrecian | himeelf thrcugh their official titles, Rab-shokech and Rab- 
engineer came to Alexander the Great, and proposed that | saris, “ The bead of the cup-bearers,” and “ The head of the 
he should allow him to carve Mount Athos into the mam. | eunuchs.”—<Stanley, 
moth figure of a recumbent giant, kolding acity in onehand| V. 10 Jn the siege—stronghold—rather, “ in straitners.” 
and a meadow with a lake in it in the other hand, Alexan- | Compare Jer.19: 9. Jerusalem was not besieged at this 
ander looked first at the mountain and then at the model in pone bm oo distresred and aha ny for suy plies be- 
the architect's hand, and remarked, as he saw the ruins of pet eal ee ee ee ee 
Xerxes’ attempted canal over the same ground, “ Nature 


has made that mountain, and man cannot unmake it | has removed his altars and restricted bis worrhip to cne 
Already it is the monument of one king's folly : 1t shall not | single place, but with the one who, at bis commards bas 
be the monument of mine.” It was this same Persian king | '#en porsersion of the country. and bas already won such 
Xerxes who lashed the ocean with chains because it| STe*tfuccess. Rabsbakeh desires to inspire them with rus- 
- : q picion of Hazekiah, who had encouraged them to trust in 
destroyed his fleet and bridge of boats, when he was making | Jehovah. He knew how much the people were accustomed 
his famous invasion of Greece. to the worship on the high places, and how much more con- 
Some twenty-five years ago an expedition was set on foot | Venient it was for them —Lange. 
to go out to the Isthmus of Panama and cuta canal ata| V.14. Whois there among all the gods? Since the gods 
place called Darien, which would unite the Gulf of Mexico ne the — — which their tong’ a aoa. God, 
. ave not been able to save their peoples, how rheulé your 
with the Pacific Ocean. Bat the engineers icund it was | G04 be ina position to rescue you from my power ?—Kel. 
impossible to cut the ship channel through the swamps and vuew, lett 1 bias 
dense foliage and undergrowth. They could not struggle vote (sllere, of @ letter, On comparing 3 Kings 


Z : 18 and 19 it isclear that Sennacher b on'y sent the letter 
against the difficulties of the ground, and the work was | to Hezekiah after bis general Rabshakeh had informed him 
givenup. Lieutenant Maury, of the Signal Service at Wash- | of the fruitleseness of hiseffor's to induce the people of 


ington, declared that if this plan of a canal across the isth- a rulbmit YY. tpeeches. and the news of the 
mus had been carried into ¢ffect, it would in ali probability advance of the Cushite king Tirbakah had arrived; while 


the calling aloud in the Jews’ ] th les - 
have deflected the warm breezes of the Gulf Stream out of | ing pe the ‘wall, én the ourt at Goleenele, took sheet 
their present course, and would make Eogland a cold and | the first negotiation with the ambassadors of Hex kiab. 


barren country instead ef the moist green island it is at Le on spd ae, Seana has err ange f his mas. rach 
on td ° ‘ ® 6 @ various events formaciimyx: 
present, eer tes it iswith the gentle influences of the! frat the apeeches cf the ervante of Sennecherih; then the 
generous Gulf Stream. king's letter to Hezekiah to »nduce him and his counsellors 
Boasters.—Gamaliel’s counsel to the Jews was the first le eubmit ; yo tery 6 = ~ata “ag terrify the people in 
official check the Sanbedrim had, and the first official | "88° —_ *B" itera siete : 
encouragement to the early apcstolic church. Theudas was V.18. To offright them. If a tumult bad ariren rmong 
: the Jews, who manned the walls a gate might yerheys 
a boaster, and heferished. Judas of Galilee was another | }..¢ been opened, and the Assyrians have been received 
political upstart, and his yretentions amcunted to nothing. | into the town. — Rawlinson. 
Therefore, thought Gamaliel, if this new religicn of Jesus} wW 19 God of Jerusalem. Sevnecherib called Jehovah 
is only @ pretension, a mock religion, merely stuck in the| the God of Jerusalem, either because that city slone 
ground asthe children stick cut flowers in their play-gardens; | remained in the hands cf his worshipers; or becsuse Hezs- 
if these men are only boasters, like the others who preceded kiah, by aboliehing the bigh places seemed to have cor fined 
He vy “ . : , which before 
them,—‘ it willcome to nought. But if it be of God, yecan- i Cad ol eee Oe hake — God, which bef 
re it, lest haply yo be found even to fight) 1 29 secckigh ... prayed. 2 Kings 19: 14-35; Iee- 


; ; j 37: 15-19. 1. The appeal for hearing. 2. The confession. 
When Alexander the Great kerieged Tyre, the irkabitente | 3, The request. Distress and mis/ortune ave the schoo) im 


upon the walls mocked and derided him in every way. But| which @ man learns to pray szight. How many a one 

he spent seven months in investing the city, building along meow Ltaig” if te oF and yet never prays aright. 
. y one knows from his own ¢ xr erience that he bes never 

mole or ri bi ged ve ieee eg ede. oe at - talked so direct!y with Ged as in the tome cf need — Hunt, 

he captured the city, he crucified thoee principal citizens who : 

had mocked him at the first for undertaking this work. MRih on weeiber trans treabled? Saneacka 

BoastisG.—In the “ Iliad,” when the Grecian and Trojan Let him pray. So we engage God jor us, 80 we enccure ge 


j Siti ,, | ourselves in bim. Prayirg to God is here calied crying to 
warriors were about toengege in single combat, they would | heaven; because we are in prayer to eye him as cur Father 
firat of all make along specch, dilating upon their ancestry, | in heaven, whence he beholds the chiidren of men, and 


their prowees and greatness. As Lord Derby phrases it in his where he has prep»red his throne — Henry. 
translation of Book XIII. of the epic: V. 21. An angel which cut off It was not by the sword 


4 of a mighty man, or of a mean map, that is, not of ary man 
“Then noble Hector thus: ‘What words are these, at all, But of an angel, that the As:yri#n army was tr tall. 
Ajax, thou babbling braggart, vain of speech! Isa. 31: 8; suco an angel a8 slew the fi st- born cf Egypt. 
For would to heaven I were as well assur’d Some think the 76th Pralm was penned on this occation. 

I were the son of xgis-bearing Jove, es I am assur'd | See how great in powerand might, the holy angel- are, 





BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


V. 1015. The argument is, God 1s not with the cne who 





This day is fraught with ill to all the Greeks: when one angel, mm one night, cculd make so great a 

Thou ‘mid the rest shalt perish, if thou dare souanee. See how weak the mightiest men are before 

My spear encounter. which thy ¢ainty skin ences iitecnaen 

Shall rend - and slain teside the ships, thy flesh They that, etc. These were two of his sons, Adrammilech 

Shall glut the dogs and carrion birds of Troy.’” and Suazezer, or Assbur Sarorrer They ccnspired against 
l 8 ; 


their father because they desired his throne. For a few 
oe , . months they were recognized askings; but cn the approach 
In every political election each ride cheers end boasts as of their brother Esar baddon, with an army, they were 
if sure of success. Flags, processions, and bands of music, 


obliged to fly to Armenia, leaving the throne tohim. The 
are used to help in keeping up party courage; but victory | murder of Sennacherib did not take place soon after bis 


does not alight on the standards of those who ehont the | return to Nineveh, asa careless resding of the Scri:-tures 
Laidest might lead one to think. It was rottll nineteen years 


; atter his insult to Jehovah, or the year B.C. 631, that he was 
Canute, king of the Danes, boasted that be was lord over | murdered: but the sacred writers acl to look upon his fate 
the sea as well as the land. But we all know of the story of | as a retribution — Zodd. 





U 
ij 


Fo a oa an Nm aed 


ee ee 





. — = as isd Sa Ag ene ae a RE a pene, 


art ar 


oe 


LE TE LTE ASF 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


(Vol. XX., No. 9 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 
International, at Atlanta, Georgia 
East Tennessee at Jonesboro 
Illinois, state, at Decatur 
Missouri, state, at Sedalia 
New York, state, at Albany 
Ohio, state, at Norwalk 
Iowa, state, at Cedar Falls 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney June 12, 13 
Indiana, state, at Indianapolis June 25-27 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville_......................- Jaly 9-11 
Vermont, state, at St. Johnsbary Oct 9, 10 
Kansas, state, at Topeka 
New Jersey, state, at Trenton 





THE ATLANTA CONVENTION 
PRUGRAMME. 


The Executive Committee of the International Sunday- 
school Convention announces the following outline pro- 
gramme : 

THEME: OUR WORK. 
Wednesday -—Reported, 

Morning —Temporary organization, Exchange of greetings. 
Report of Executive Committee. Report of Statistical Secretary. 

Afternoon.—Permanent organization. Reports from states 
and provinces by selected representatives. 

Evening —Report of International Lesson Committee, and 
addresses by same, 

Thursday :-—Defined. 

Morning —1 The true basis of Sunday-school work. 2. How 
related to other agencies. 3. Possibilities in the future. 
Thursday —Furvished. 

Afternoon —With lessons. 1, The uniform lesson, 2. The 
supplemental Jes:on. 

Evening —With workers qualified. 1. By knowledge of the 
word. 2. By knowledge of methods. 

Friday :—Promoted. 

Morning.—By state and provincial organizations. By state 
conventions and institutes. 

Afternoon.—By normal instruction. 1. In assemblies, etc. 2. 
In normal classes. 

Evening —By Christian love and sympathy. Farewell service 

The fu’l programme will include Bible readings, praise and 
promise services, etc ; and the discussion of above-named topics 
will be lead by speakers of recognized ability, many of whom 
have already an international reputation. 

It is earnestly hoped that the programme placed thus early 
before the delegates, will become the subject of careful study and 
faithful prayer; that “the spirit of the Lord may rest upon us; 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding; the spirit of counsel 
and might; the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 

For the Executive Committee, 

Joun E. SEARLES, JR, Chairman, 





FOREIGN SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ASSOCIATION, 


An unusually large number of the friends of Sunday- 
school work gathered on the first Thursday of Febr uary 
to listen to the letters received and to plan farther aggres- 
sive movements. So many possibilities are constantly 
presenting themselves in new portions of the field, that it 
is difficult for those engaged to be sufficiently thankful for 
the donations received, which, as reported by the treas- 
urer, amounted, during January, to $350. To assist in 
the support of eight Sunday-school papers, and to offer 
encouragement to struggling laborers in at least twelve 
countries supplying Sunday-school literature, hymn- 
books, etc., is a formidable undertaking, when only sup- 
ported by faith, which has thus far brought in about 
$4,000 a year; nevertheless the association knows it is 
doing God’s work, thanks him, and takes courage. 

Tne letters on this occasion, both from Germany and 
Italy, are full of accounts of their Christmas celebrations. 
One is touched both by the simplicity and the poverty of 
the gifts of apples, pears, oranges, little books and reward- 
cards, which give so much pleasure to the poor children 
of far-off lands. In many cases clothing of the simplest 
description is added, in consideration of the extreme need 
of the families from which the children come; but, of 
course, providing them does not come within the province 
of the association. The wonderful acquaintance with 
Scripture facts and doctrines displayed by children so 
recently in a state of the deepest ignorance is a matter of 
surprise, At the examination of the Sunday-school of 
Catania, Sicily, where the Rev. Joseph Musmeci has dur- 
ing the past two years gathered about one hundred children, 
“questions were answered concerning the creation and our 
first parents. The children recounted the sacrifice of 
Abraham, described the universal deluge, and recited the 
ten commandments. They brightly spoke of God, the 
Bibie, the birth, passion, and death of Jesus Christ, the 





sacraments, faith, and the apostles, the resurrection, and 
the fiaal judgment.” After this, some of the youngest 
children, not more than three years old, recited whole 
chapters from St. John. 

The Christmas festival of the Sunday-school at Spezia, 
having about one hundred and fifty scholars, was so bril- 
liant that the pastor, the Rev. Luigi Girone, received from 
the government the title of Chevalier, an honor never 
before conferred on a Protestant. Mr. Girone has also 
established another flourishing school, of nearly forty 
scholars, at Marinasco, a village near Spezia. 

The Italian letters speak also in high terms of The Sun- 
day School Times sent them by the association, and requests 
its continuance for another year. Of it, the Rev. H. 
Paschetto, of Milan, writes: “I have been hesitating 
about its renewal, because I heard that a publication of 
this kind was to be undertaken in Florence, and I wished 
to see it; but I find it is, though a good commencement, 
a defective imitation of The Sunday School Times, and 
until itimproves, shall continue to read the latter.” 

The Chinese Sunday-school paper, under the able con- 
duct of the Rev. J. M. W. Farnham, continues to be a suc- 
cess, though, of course, still needirg help. It penetrates 
into the interior of China, is used by nearly all the mis- 
sionaries, and is finding its way into the secular schools, 
where, explained by a native Christian, it sometimes 
forms the commencement of a Sunday-school. Mr. 
Farnham encloses a translation of a letter from Ban- 
kung-tuk, a boy of seventeen, addressed to the asso- 
ciation, which, in its propriety and earnest Christian tone, 
would do honor to any boy of the same age in America. 

Japan also contributed its quota of interest to the 
meeting in a letter from Inagaki Akira, of Shushi, a rural 
district in the centre of Japan. Only three years a believer 
in Christ, he teaches the men and women of his province, 
and preaches to a church of forty members, nearly all of 
whom came from the Sunday-school. Miss Julia Wilson, 
formerly a member of the association, and now a mission- 
ary of the American board in Tokio, writes encouragingly 
of her English Sunday-school class, all of whom she 
believes to be Christians, and two of whom recently joined 
the church. She very much desires English religious 
books for the use of these young men, who nearly all 
expect to be ministers, and describes an afternoon class 
of women, among whom a converted priestess excites 
great interest. 

The French Sunday-school paper has reached an issue 
of four thousand. Letters were also received from 
Département du Don, Montevilliers, and Elbceuf in France. 
In the latter place, singularly, the Ieraelites give a great 
deal of help to the school. 

A member of the French committee had received two 
letters from India, written by Mr. Hand of Madras and 
Mr. Bruce in Sahhara, where he has a Sunday-school of 
one hundred and fifty boys, the effect of introducing the 
Sunday-school paper being to double the number. He 
has, however, few teachers, seventy-five boys being in one 
class. 

Madrid, Barcelona, Lisbon, and San Paulo, Brazil, 
had during the month communicated with the Spanish 
committee, and from their letters it appears that the sub- 
scription to the Sunday-school papers, in both Spanish and 
Portuguese, is increasing; that the sixth Sunday-school in 
the suburbs of Barcelona has just been opened with thirty- 
eight scholars; and that the Rev. A. L. Empetaz, pastor 
in that place, greatly enjoys The Sunday School Times. 
Miss Ella K uhl gives an interesting account of the rein- 
terment of a Protestant, a converted priest, who died in 
the hospital at Rio, in 1873, and was buried in conse- 
crated ground, from whence he was removed by order of 
the bishop, who feared it would be too much trouble to 
reconsecrate the whole cemetery. His bones, whitening 
in the suns, were recently removed, and buried with an 
impressive service near those of the first missionary 
at San Paulo. Letters were also read from Murrhardt, 
Muskanin, Silesia; Armstadt, in Thuringia; Elberfeldt, 
Hofen, and Krohnstadt; and Klausenberg in Hungary, 
full of interesting particulars concerning a general revival 
of religious interest. 





SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 

—The number of schools connected with the Sixth 
District Sunday-school Association, of Illinois, is 716; 
and the number of officers, teachers, and pupils, 46,469. 
The next district convention will be held at Belleville, 
October 17-19. The district includes the seventeen south- 
western counties of the state. 


—Mr. J. M. Howard, of Brownsville, Pennsylvania, 
writes to correct a recent statement of the secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Sunday-school Association: ‘‘I see Greene 
County is included in the list of Pennsylvania counties 





not organized for Sunday-school work. This isa mistake, 
That county was organized in 1875, holding its first con. 
vention at Waynesburg. The writer was present at the 
second annual convention, held at the village of Car. 
michaels in August, 1876. This meeting was largely 
attended, and a grand success. The third convention was 
held at the town of Jefferson, in August, 1877, at which 
time arrangements were made to hold a fourth convention 
in May, 1878, at Waynesburg. Greene County is not only 
organized, but her Sunday-school people seem thoroughly 
awake to the importance of the cause.” 


—The semi-centennial anniversary of Christ Church 
(Lutheran) Sunday-school in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
was celebrated February 8-10. It brought to light a 
history of the work done. In 1819 a Sunday-school was 
started, and lasted until 1823, when the work was zban- 
doned. A German school was in existence for a brief 
period between 1823 and 1827, In 1827 a Union Sunday- 
school was started, which is the school whose jubilee cele- 
bration has just been held. In 1834 the Presbyterians 
formed a school, and were followed by the German 
Reformed Church in 1839, and the school of St. James’s 
Lutheran Church in 1847. The Methodist school is an 
old one, but no records have been preserved. These facts, 
with others of interest, were brought out in the history 
of the school, prepared by the superintendent, Mr. L. 
A. Buchler. On Sunday, February 10, three exercises 
were held. In the morning the Rev. Dr. C. P. Krauth, a 
former scholar and teacher, deliveredan address called “A 
Plea for the Value of Childhood.” Inthe evening the Rev. 
8S B Barnitz, of Wheeling, W. Va., spoke effectively on 
the subject of mission work in cities. It is said that in 
Gettysburg not half a dozen children under seventeen 
ye rs of age can be found who are not connected with 
some Sunday-school. 

—The Hudson County (New Jersey) Sunday School 
Association issues a neat pamphlet for free circulation in 
the county. It contains much valuable information, 
gathered from the personal observation of the county 
workers, and showing the growth and operations of the 
schools of all denominations. It contains a list of the 
officers of the Association; a complete directory, showing 
the numbers of every Sunday-school; accounts of annual 
meetings ; statistical exhibits; and a department devoted 
exclusively to paragraphs of news from the several schools 
and the field in general. The statistics for 1877 are as 
follows : Sunday-schools organized, four; disbanded, six ; 
in existence, one hundred and twenty ; of which number 
ninety-two use the International Uniform Lessons. E:gh- 
teen revivals were reported,and eleven schools sustain 
flourishing missionary societies. Connected with the one 
hundred and twenty schools are six hundred and three 
officers, two thousand and eighty-seven teachers, and 
twenty-two thousand nine hundred and seventy-six 
scholars; two thousand one hundred and eighty-six officers 
and teachers are church-members. The scholars who are 
church-members number two thousand five hundred and 
thirty-one. The conversions reported were four hundred 
and twenty-three ; confirmations, two hundred and ninety- 
three. In the lbraries are thirty-seven thousand and 
ninety-six volumes. During the year the Association 
directed its efforts towards awakening a kenevolent spirit 
in the schools, and was instrumental in raising $1,838 00 
in aid of a local Children’s Home that was in a financial 
strait. The county is divided into small districts, each 
district being supervised by a secretary. The cfficers of 
the organization are as follows: President, Richard R. 
Greene; Vice-Presidents, the Rev. Jesse Lyman Hurlburt ; 
Mr. Charles Siedler, Mayor of Jersey City; Mr. L. A. 
Brigham, Mr. B. F. Randolph, the Rev. J. L. Denniston, 
and the Rev. David Cherbuliez. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Dr. L. W. Munhall, of Indianapolis, bas been conduct- 
ing a series of union revival meetings in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, with great success. The meetings equal in numbers 
those held two years ago by Mr. Moody, and grow in 
interest steadily. 


—Mr. L. P. Rowland, now state secretary of the 
Young Men’s Christian Associations of Michigan, has been 
at Holly since the first of the year. At Ionia he lately 
worked for two weeks, and organized an association of 
young men of the town and railroad men, holding three 
daily meetings with good results, One daily meeting held 
in the House of Correction and Reformatory is said to 
have resulted in over sixty conversions. Every man 
has been furnished with a Bible by the state. At East 
Saginaw he remained a week, and held two and three 
daily meetings, between forty and fiity rising for prayer. 
The pastors and the Young Men’s Christian Association 
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propose to continue the work. At Holly he found a 
good work begun, with over seventy-five converts, and 
since his coming some seventy have been added. 


—Tas Rav. W.S. Ruinsford, of the Church of England, 
who so eff-c'ive'y worked with the Rev. Dr. 8. H. Tyng, 
Jr.,in New York, two years ago, and also with the Rev. 
Dr. Richard Newton of Philadelphia, has been holding 
successtul revival services in Richmond, Virginia. The 
crowds who flocked to hear him at St. Paul’s Church were 
so great that fears were entertained for the safety of the 
building. Oae writersays: “The wealth and fashion of 
the city are drawn in, and nothing else is talked cf.” That 
ably edited Baptist journal, The Religious Herald, of 
Richmond, thus sums up the results of his work: 

Mr. Rainsford, a young clergyman of the Church of England, 
bas just closed a series of meetings at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
in this city. The services were called Bible readings. They did 
not, however, differ from the usual services of protracted meetings, 
except that no efforts were made to induce inquirers or penitents 
to give any public expression of their feelings or purposes, Mr. 
Rainsford is a plain, sens'ble man, who deais with familiar and 
important evangelical truth in an unaffected and earnest manner. 
Great crowds of all denominations flocked to hear him, day and 
night, without any diminution of interest. The attractiveness of 
his ministry was quite surprising. With thoughts neither pro- 
found nor original, and without any of the graces of oratory, he 
not only drew large audiences, but held their unbroken attention. 
Something was due, doubtless, to bis being a stranger, and aclergy- 
man of the English establishment; but his success was chiefly 
owing to the naturaloess of his manner, the fervency of his 
spirit, and the importance of his message. We should not have 
known from his preaching but that he was a Presbyterian ora 
Baptist, except by his gown, 

—The New York City Mission and Tract Society 
founded in 1827 by the Rev. Dr. Gardiner Spring, the 
Rev. Dr. John Knox, Mr. Anson S. Phelps, Mr. Moses 
Allen, and others, has just entered upon the fifty-second 
year of its labors in the city. The work of evangelization 
as at present arranged, is concentrated at the following 
places: Inthe First Ward, at De Witt Chapel, 135 Green- 
wich, near Cedar Street; in the Sixth Ward, at Calvary 
Chapel, 153 Worth, near Centre Street ; in the Thirteenth 
Ward, at Lebanon Caapel, 70 Columbia, near .tivington 
Street; in the Fourteenth Ward, at Carmel Chapel, 134 
Bowery, near Grand Street ; and in the Seventeenth Ward, 
at Olivet Chapel, 63 Second Street, near Second Avenue: 
In these chapels the g spel is regularly preached, Sunday- 
schools are held, and young people’s associations, Helping 
Hands, and various useful agencies, are maintained. In 
addition to the stated appointments in the chapels, numer- 
ous auxiliary meetings are held in hospitals, Homes, 
asylums, and tenement-houses. Through the instrumen- 
talities of the City Mission the gospel is preached to two 
hundred and fifty thousand people during the year. In 
the chapels thirteen hundred and forty-seven persons have 
been enrolled as church-members, and in the Sunday- 
schools there are two thousand children and young people. 
The Carmel! Chapel in the Bowery, operating exclusively 
among men, reaches and benefits three thousand persons 
every year. A detailed account of the important work of 
the City Mission, with lists of the churches and charities 
of New York, and with a large amount of other informa- 
tion, is given ina pamphlet of 147 pages, entitled “ Chris- 
tian Work in New York,” which may be had on application 
to the corresponding secretary, Mr. Lewis E. Jackson, 50 
Bible House, New York. 


FERSONAL. 

—Daring the third week in February the Rev. Dr. 
Vincent conducted a very successful Sunday-school con- 
gress in Philadelphia. 

—Mr. L. H. Eaton has just closed a thirty years’ super- 
intendency of the Sandusky Street Baptist Sunday-school 
at Allegheny, Pennsylvania. The school was never more 
prosperous than now. 


—The Rev. Dr. Alexander Duff, long a successful mis- 
sionary in India, and one of the most beloved of Scotch 
clergymen, died at Sidmouth, England, on February 12 
Dr. Duff visited America in 1854. 


—A very curious coincidence is recorded in The Spring- 
field Union: 

‘Fifty years ago, on the 17th of February, 1828, the Rev. Giles 
Pease preached his first sermon in Somers, Conn. On February 
17, 1878, he preached the same sermon to the same church, and 
the sermon was upon the same subject as the Sunday-school les- 
son for the day.”’ 

Mr. Pease, though eighty years of age, is still fresh, 
and vigorous, and so is the Sunday-school lesson from 
which he took his text. 

—The Rev. James A. Worden, pastor of the Second 
Presbyterian Church of Steubenville, Ohio, has been 
elected, by the Presbyterian Board of Publication, general 
superintendent of the Sunday-school work of the Board, 





to succeed Mr. J. Bennet Tyler. Mr. Worden is well | 
known to Chautauqua workers, having connected himself | 
with the Assembly from the first. He was warmly recom- 
mended for his present position by Presbyterians who | 
were at Chautauqua last summer. 


—Miss Eleanor Fisher has the management of a daily 
prayer-meeting for women at Shaftesbury Hall, London, 
aud also has a Bib'e reading afterwards for young 
working women during their dinner hour. She writes: 
“We have about twenty thousand ycung working girls 
within an area of half a mile of St. Paul's. Thisis my 
field of labor, and God has abundantly b!essed this effort 
by the conversion of many. I have visited the ware- 
houses consecutively, and have left eighteen thousand 
printed circulars of invitation, with a Bible extract on an 
enclosed card.” 


—A Bliss Memorial Concert was lately held in Pike’s 
Opera House, Cincinnati, for the benefit of the Young 
Men’s Christian Association. All the vocal music of the 
programme was from the writings of P. P. Bliss. Dr. W. 
Howard Doane was musical director, and was assisted by 
the best musical talent of the city. The programme 
included a variety of solos, quartettes, and double quar- 


tettes, which were well rendered and received. The | 


chorus was composed of three hundred and fifty children. 
The concert illustrated the number and variety of Mr. 
Bliss’s compositions. 


—Mr. William Welsh of Philadelphia, whose sudden 
death recently shocked the whole community, was one of 
the most active and successful of Sunday-school superin- 
tendents. His school, connected with St. Mark’s Episco- 
pal Church in Frankford, one of the manufacturing dis- 
tricts of Pniladelphia, has 1,500 members, admirably 
classified and arranged. Its work is supplemented by 
week-day prayer-meetings, day and evening parish schools, 
mothers’ meetings, sewing-schools, and B ble readings. 
At least one thousand familes are reached, and some 
eleven thousand annual visits are made by the Mothers’ 
Association. The school has always been a training- 
place for the parish, which has about fifteen hundred 
church-members This great work, in a manufacturing 
suburb, is Mr. Welsh’s best monument 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 








THE MARCH MAGAZINES. 


Harper’s Magazine begins with an interesting account of 
Washington life, especially in its social features. The city 
of Washington is one of the subjects which this magazine, 
in its search for attractive and timely topics, has described 
more than once; but Mrs. Martha J. Lamb, the writer of 
the present paper, does not merely tread in the old paths 
Her accounts of the principal buildings and their contents is 
brought down to the latest date ; and the social ways of the 
city, under the present administration, are pleasantly set 
forth. The accompanying illustrations areexcellent. The 
article ends abruptly, aa though its closing paragraphs had 
been chopped off. Other contents of the magazine are a 
fairly good account of the principal new summer schools of 
science; a description of methods of wood-carving; and a 
finely illustrated article on the Grand Manan, by Edward 
Abbott. A story by Mies Constance Fenimore Woolson is 
below that writer's high average, and is disfigured by a 
title which is vulgarized for the sake of a wretched pun. 
Perhaps the most readable of the many readable articles in 
Scribner's Monthly, this month, is the second installment of 
Mr. Noah Brooks's anecdotes of President Lincoln. These 
are all new, and many of them are very characteristic and 
interesting. What with these two papers of Mr. Brooks’s, 
and the fine new engraving of Lincoln printed in last 
month’s number of this magazine, a new and valuable contri- 
bution to the martyr-president’s literary memorials has been 
made. This portrait, we should add,has been printed by 
the publishers on fine plate paper, and neatly framed in 
light wood, for separate preservation. Other illustrated 
papers treat of Dresden China, a greatearthquake, Cen- 
tral America and life in Normandy. That versatile but 
scholarly writer, Professor Sumner of Yale, quickly reviews 
and justly condemns the vulgar and sensational juvenile | 
literature which is trying to crowd respectable newspapers 
and magazines from the news-stands. The series of articles 
on colleges, suspended for a year, 1s continued by a paper on | 
Kenyon College, Ohio, written by President Bodine, of the | 
college, and illustrated in the beautiful fashion made famil- 
iar in the previous articles of the series. Most readers will 
be surprised to see how fine are Kenyon’s buildings, and to 
learn that its list of graduates includes the names of | 
Rutherford B Hayes, David Davis, Henry Winter Davis, | 
Edwin M. Stanton, andStanley Matthews. Another article | 
is added to the long list of recent papers on Poe; an account 








of his last days, by Mrs. Susan Archer Weiss. Before dis- 
missing the magazine, we must express our gratification at 


| the appearance in its pages, and the reappearance in an 


American periodical, of Mr. W. J. Hennessy, probably the 
best of cur draughtemen on wood. He has for some time 
past lived in London. The issue of Lippincott’s Maga- 
zine is an excellent one. Mr. Edward King’s account of life 
in Bulgaria, Professor J. A. Harrison's concludirg payer on 
Sweden, Mr. David Ker’s description of Europe’s New Coal 
Field, and a Podolian story translated from Karl Franzos. 
form the foreign articles of the number,—a department in 
which this magazine is always strong. If anything, it is too 
foreign ; for we also have, in the Monthly Gossip, a deecrip- 
tion, by Mrs. Hooper, of the Paris police, and an account of 
a London sewing-school. One American incident, however, 
the capture of Fort Fisher, is graphically deecribed 
The National Repository contains a good illustrated account 
of the Soldiers Home near Dayton, Ohio, one of the three 
maintained by the general government. Professor William 
Wells writes of the Museum of the Hohenzollerns, in Berlin 
Two standard English poets are the subjects of biographi- 
eu and critical papers,—Dr. Daniel Wise writing of Her- 
bert, and Mr. Henry B. Dawson of Cowper. Since the 
managers of the magazine are evidently anxious to raise 








it to a high artistic standard, we would suggest that in 
pictures reproduced from photographs the engraver be 
instructed to fill in the vacant places with living fignres, if 
none are represented ; and not to leave, in others, the photo- 
graphed figures standing in the staring awkwardness of the 
original. This common rvle in the transfer of photographs 
to wood is habitually violated in this otherwise excellent 
monthly.——-—Tte Atlantic Monthly appears with the new 
imprint of Houghton, Osgood & Co. One of the pleasantest 
incidents connected with this consolidation of two of our 
most eminent publishing-houses is the re‘urn of Boston's 
famous magazine to a house representing and including the 
old William D. Ticknor interest, This return will be par- 
ticularly pleasant to Mr. Howells, the editor, whose books 
have been issued by O-good, and whose magazine hag borne 
the Houghton imprint. Last month The Atlantic Monthly 
absorbed The Galaxy; this month its old publishers unite 
with another house. As to which swallowed which the pub- 
lic need have no concern, just as the four original Messrs. 
Harper were indifferent concerning the one who was 
“Harper” and the three who were “ Brothers.” It is also 
worth noting that the magazine remains firmly rooted in 
Boston, the old New York tirm of Hurd & Houghton having 
been practically discontinued. This will console Boston for 
the loss of The North American Review. The present num- 
ber of the magazine is an excellent one, containing a fine 
poem by Mr. Longfellow, and also several sonnets by him, 
Mr. Howells writes a fine paper on the French poet Mar- 
montel; Mr. J. J. Piatt reviews Mr. Stedman’s poetry; and 
Mark Twain and Charles Dudley Warner furnish entertain- 
ingsketches. The late Gideon Welles’s paper on the opposi- 
tion to President Lincoln's re-election, in 1864, will prob- 
ably remain the last of the historical contributions made to 
recent literature by the venerable ex-Sacretary of the Navy. 

It is pos-ible, however, that other papers may be found among 
his literary remains.——The Eclectic has for its frontispiece 
an excellent portrait of Dr. &chlieaann, the Trojan 
explorer. It is long since we have seen a finer piece of 
steal engraving. 


Home Interiors. By E. C. Gardner. Boston: James R. 
Osgood & Co.—Mr. Gardner is an architect of Springfie d, 
Mass., who has already given us two plain and practical 
books on house-building. The present volume deals with 
the turnishing and decoration of the home; a subject which 
now occupies the attention and enlists the skill of more per- 
sons than ever before. The principal works on this subject, 
now before the American public, are those of Eastlake, 
Nichols, Mra. Spofford, and Clarence Cock. Between Mr. 
Gardner’s book ani any of these there is no rivalry; for 
he is more considerate of buyers’ purses than either Mr. 
Eastlake or Mr. Cook, whose volumes are nearest akin to his 
own. He writes for the purchaser of ordinary means, and 
his hints are practical and feasible. The literary style is 
bright and readable, and shows the in fluence of the newspa- 
per in which the papers composing the vo'ume first appeared 
—The Springfield Republican. The accompanying illustra- 
tions are serviceable, and are good enough as far as the non- 
animate subjects are concerned The fignre-pieces, however, 


| are atrocious, belonging to the style of art generally confined 


to the school-boy’s slate. (Sq. 16mo, cloth, pp. 268. 
31 50 ) 


Price, 


Behaving; or, Hints on Children’s Etiquette. By the 
author of “ The Ugly Girl Papers.” Boston: D Lothrop & 
Co—The series of papers here gathered together in a neat 
volume has been appearing in Wide Awake for some time 
past. The author of the ‘ Ugly Girl Papers”’ is one of the 
most industrious of New York j urnalists, and is specially 
apt in matters concerning the social life. In her previous 
book she gave such directions for personal adornment as 
seemed to her to come within the modest woman's right. 
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In this volume she writes for younger people, 
and offers suggestions concerning the behav- 
ior of boys and girls. The style is running 
rather than formal, and is notso didactic or 
mag sterial as to deter young readers from 
learning and practicing the lessons taught. 
(Sq 16mo, cloth, pp. 148. Pric+ $100) 

Weights and Wings. By Charles I’. Deems, 
D.D. New York: William B. Mucklow — 
Dr. Deems is fortunate in his title. The 
volume is a collection of chapters on practical 
themes, and in it the author endeavors to 
show how Christians may be either hin- 
drances or he) ps to their pastors. Upon this 
hangs, of course, the whole question of the 
charch-member's life, which is discussed in 
forty-five short and simple chapters. For 
Sunday reading at home, when one wants 
practical euggestion and popular instruction 
rather than more profound or spiritual 
religious help, the book can cordially be 
recommended. (Sq. 16mo, pp. 272. Price, 
$1.50.) 

The History «f a Crime. By Victor Hugo. 
Illustrated New York: Harper & Brothers 
—The publishers offer this last work of Victor 
Hugo's, which has excited no little interest 
in Paris and London, in an inexpensive vol- 
ume, Its picture, from the author's stand- 
point, of the Napoleonic coup d'élat of 1851 
is brilliant and vivid, thongh of course it is 
a remirkable piece of literature rather than 
a trustworthy record of history. The 
author contributes a peppery and character. 
istic prefece, and his repulsive face forms 
the frontispiece of the volume. (Svo, paper, 
pp. 103. Price, 25 cents ) 


The Magic Valley; or. Patient Antoine. By 
KE. Keary. London: Macmillan & Co.—Here 
is a charming fairy story. alluring in its 
happy fancies, and in its style full of pleasant 
turas and pretty conceits. The volume con- 
tains twelve ingenious and well-executed 
illustrations. The story is mostly French 
and Swiss in the Fairy machinery, but Ger- 
man in the spirit of its composition. It will 
prove a delight for the children. (16mo, pp. 
176. Cloth, $1.50.) 

International Sunday-School Wall Map, B 
Old Testament Pulestine. St. Louis: M A 
Coudy.~-Tnis is a very good map for aschool- 
room of moderate sizx. The lettering is 
large and distinct. Information is given as 
to the heights of mountains, and the dis- 
tance of places (air-line) with their direction 
from Jerusalem. (On white muslin, 40x60 
inches, countries colored, $1.50.) 





Food for the Lambs. Vol. Il. The Labor 
of Love. Vol. VI. Springfield, Illinois: 
Edwia A. Wilson —These two volumes con- 
sist of the bound issurs, for the past year, of 
the periodicals bearing the same names 
They are well edited and illustrated, and 
furnish a large amount of attractive literature 
at a very sma!) price, —fifty cents apiece. 





PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED. 


[All books received will be promptly noticed under 
this head. The interests ofour readers will guide us in 
making further novice, } 


THe VALLEY er Baca; a Record of Suffering and 
Triumph, By Jennie Smith, léme, cloth, pr. 28, 
Cincinnati: Published for the author by Hitchceck 
& Walden. 


APPLETON'S ANNUAL CycLOP.epra and Register of 
Important bvents ofthe vear is76. Mlustrated. 8vo, 
sheep. pp. iv, 834. New York: b. Appleton & Co, 

Taro GH A NexDLE'S Eye. By Hesba Stretton. 
Ivmo, cloth, pp. 433. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co, 
Prive, $1.50. 

POEMS OF PLACES, edited by Henry W. Longfellow, 
Greece, and ‘Turkey in Europe. Sq. I8mo, cloth 


pp. viii, 271. Boston: Jumes KR. Osgood & Co, 
Price, $1.00, 

Tur Story oF a Misr. By Bret Harte. Sq, 18mo, 
ciah, pp. U2. The same. Price, 31.00. 


REMBRANDT (Artist Biography series), Sq. 18mo 
coth, pp. 162 ‘he same. Price, 50 cents, 


Home INTKRIORS. By E. C. Gardner. 


Tlius'rated. 
Sq. lémoy, cloth, pp. 268. 


fhe same. Price, $1.50, 
TH Mare VAL ¥y; or, Tar PATIENT ANTOINE 


by Kk, Weary, Illustrated, 16mo, cloth, pp. xii, 176. 
New York: Macmillan & Co. Pr rice, $1.0. 


ILBAVEN AND ITs WONDERS, AND HELL. 
uel Swedenborg. l2mo, cloth, pp. 453, 
J. B. Lippincott & Co. Price, 81.50, 


Tae Carkitian's HERIT.@e, and other Sermons, 
By Melancthon W. Jacobus, D.D. l2mo, cloth, pp. 
« Xxvii, 361, New York: Kobert Carter & Brothers, 


By Eman- 
Philadeiphia: 





Philadelphia: For sale - A ne Presbyterian Board 
of Publication. Price, $1.50. 


Tre OLD LoukKING-Giass; or, Mrs. Dorothy Cope’s 
Recollections. By Maria [fwuisa Charlesworth. 
jémo, cluth, pp. 229. Thesume. Price, $1.00. 


THR ACTION OF ALC)/-HOL ON THE Bony AND oa 
THE Mwyw. By Benjamin W. Kichardson, M. D. 
F. Kh. 8S. 16mo. paper, pp. 58. New York: National 
Temperance Society. 


Tite PrLoT aT THE Hetm. A New Year's Address 
to Sunday “chool schulars. Sq. 32mo, paper, pp. 16. 
Boston: Eben. Shute. Price, 10 cents. 


H ppen Springs. A New Year's Address to Sunday 
School Teachers. Sq. 32mo, paper, pp. 16. The 
same Price, lu cents. 


Han: -Book or Braue Reaprnes. Edited by H. B. 
Chamberlin, Sq. l6mo, paper, pp. 171. Chicago: 
_Fairbanks & Wo. 





BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circula.wn of 
The Sunday School Times is given rach 
week, The editon this week is 26,850 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine 
the subscription list at any time, 

The advertisement of H. N. Thiszell 
(American Tract Society) will be found 
this week, and hereafter, among the Special 
Notices. 





Sick on WELL, most people relish a 
cup of Cocoa, or Broma. Nervous people, 
invalids, and those of bilious temperament, 
find these beverages far more healthful 
than either tea or coffee, while a leading 
physician of many years’ practice in lung 
diseases writes: ‘Asan article of diet, 
Chocolate is particularly serviceable. Hav- 
ing examined several specimens’ of Choco- 
late, I find that Baker's may be conscien- 
tiously recommended to invalids.” Walter 
Baker & Co.’s Cocoa preparations are 
strictly pure; have stood the test of a 
hundred years; have received the highest 
premiums wherever exhibited, and are sold 
every where. 


RUSTIC WORK. 


So popular has Rustic Work become, 
and so great the demand for it, that a 
“Rustic Manufacturing Company” has 
been organized, and is now engaged in pro- 
ducing such work for parks, gardens, par- 
lora, and, in fact, every place where artificial 
ornaments should find a place. It is 
astonishing to see the extext to which this 
class of ornamental work has been carried 
by this enterprising company, whose head- 
quarters will be found at 29 Fulton Street 
New York, where all visitors will be cour- 
teously received. Those who desire an 
illustrated catalogue, from which to make 
selections, can have one by sending a stamp. 
—New York Trade Journal. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 





Sonas or Beutan. New Singing Book for Sunday 
Schoo s. Price. 35cts. Lee & Walker, 1113 Chestnut 
Street Phi adelvhna. 





To ConsUMP Iv a8.— Many bave been happy to give 
their testimeny in tavor of the use of “ Wilbor's Pure 
Cod Liver Oil and Lime.” Experience bas proved it to 
be a valuable remedy for Consumption, Asthma, 
Diphtheria, and all diseases of the Throat and Lu gs. 
Manufactured only by A. B. Wilbor, Chemist, Boston. 
Sold by druggists generally. 





OR SALE. 
50 SPINDLE BACK SETTEES. 
6 ft.; a few reversible; in good order. Address, 
DR. 8. R. FORMAN, 
Bergen Ave., Jersey City. 





Sanatoaa Sprinas.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute has nosuperior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its apemnnens, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female, and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular, 





EVOLUTION OR SPECIAL Crration— WH cH? (Con 
Science give us a New Bible? Ancient Hints of Modern 
Discoveries; Science and Providence; The Plan of 
Redemption from a_ Scientijsic ‘Standpoint. J. B. 
Thomas, 1D.D., discusses these in The Old Bible and 
the New Science. Send to the Depository of the Ameri- 
can Tract Secety, 12 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, 
$1.50; myper ernt, off to ministers; postage, luc, 








§‘ Lesson HELPER” for Teachers,70 Bible House, N. Y. 





USE WALTER BAKER @ CO.'S CHOCOLATE. 





WORCESTER’S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 





PEMAQUID, by MRS, PRENTISS, $1.75, 





HARPERS CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. 





7 ooo Light Aton ~ i Feceen is the Best for Intermediate 


R. Smith, Pub., 70 Bible House, ny. 


A BOOK FOR THE WINTER FIRESIDE. 


E. P. Roe’s Latest Novel. 


A KNIGHT OF THE 
I9th CENTURY. 


OPINIONS OF THE ENGLISH PRESS. 


From the London Christian World, the most exten- 
sively circulated of the British religious papers: 

* There is a crispness of style. a freshness of plot, a 
tenderness of sympathy, displayed in this novel which 
altogether makes it one of the most attractive we have 
recently read.” 

From the Academy ; 

* Mr. Roe has proved successfully that a book may be 
written with a purpose, and a religious purpose, too, 








and yet not be dull. 
That the story is not dull is shown conclusively by the 
Sact, the 
4lH EDITION. 18TH THOUSAND, 
IS NOW SELLING. 
1 VOL., LARGE i12MO., $1.50. 
DODD, MEAD, & CO., 
Publishers, 751 Broadway, N Y. 
F | f S 
ountain of Song, 
By Rev. Rob’t Lowry and W. Howard Doane. 
A new and superior collection of Sacred Songs. thor- 
oughly winnowed, carefully arranged, and 
happily adapted to the wants cf 
TEMPERAS’SCE \ 
GOSPEL 
PRAYER 
_ 
HOME ‘ 
y Ty 
FOUNTAIN OF SONG 
20 + omposers, 
104 Writers. 
Has ) 128 Pages, ” 
172 Hymns and Songs. 
Numerous tetters have been received from promi- 
nent Christian men and women wno have examined 
advance copies 0. FoUNTALN OF SUNG. We select the 
following as fair specimens of intelligent and disin- 
terested cr:ticism : 
= ¢ corey commend it.” 
“Jt is by all odd. the best. 
“Am thankful for its —- a 
“The best of anything | have seen.” 
* Best book | have seen for our work.” 
“ Admirably adapted to meet the want.” 
“Meets my ideas of a Temperance Book.” 
* Comes just when such a book is needed.” 
bd ot one objectionable sentiment has crept into it.” 
Will be a most acceptable and popular li:tle book.” 
“Just the book uveeded in ous Gospel Temperance 
Meetings. ’ 


Price, in Board Covers. $26 per 100 Copies; 30 Cents 
each by Mail. 


May be ordered of Booksellers and Music Dealers. 


BlaLOw & MAIN, Publishers, 
76 East Ninth Sireet, New York. 
73 Rando!ph Street, Chicago. 


0 Good Sunday Schoo 


Books for $29.00. 


Cheap 8.8. Library No.1.) CheapS8.8. Library No.2 
50 vols. selected from our 40 vols. selected from our 
own catalogue. All attrac: own catalogue. All attrac- 
tive. 8000 pages. well print- tive. 90" pages, well print- 
ed and bou for $15.00, ed and bound, for $14.00, 

May be had separatefrom! May be had separate 
Library No, | from Library No. 1. 

Send for » Gutatoges. Send for a Catalogue. 


Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 
900 Broadway, Cor. 20th St., New York. 


YOUNG’S 


Cheap Sueday-tchcol Libraries. 


No.1. 15 Vols. 16mo. [llustrated. 
Price reduced from $20.00 to $12.50. 


No.2. 16 Vols. 16mo. I)lustrated, 
Price reduced from $20 25 to $12 50. 


Nog’. 30 Vols 18mo._ Illustrated, 
Pre ice reduced trom $17.30 Lo $10.0u. 


HENRY A. YOUNG & CO, BOSTON, 


Publishers of Sunday-school Books and Dealers in all 
kinds of Sunday-school Requisites. 


LIGHT ON THE LESSON ; 


A new paper for Intermediate Classes; explana. 
tions for the scholars. One copy one month 
three cents; one year, twenty-five cents. Ten 
copies and over, each thirteen cents a year. 

SUGENE R. SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible 
House, New York. 














WIDE AWAKE FOR MARCH. 
“The Days of Chaucer,” by Lucy White Lillie. 
- The Story of the King,” by Arthur Gilman. “ Mar- 
ys Two Troubles,” by Campbell Wheaton, “True 
flue.” and “A General “Misunderstanding.” Delight- 
ful Lilustrated Stories and Poems, S+nd 2) cts. to 
DD. LOTHROP & co., BOSTON, 





THE splendid “* Midwinter” Number of Scribner’s 
Mont ly. and the Christmas Holiday Number of 

St. Nicholas sent as specimens, post-paid, for 30 cents. 

Address, Scribner & Co., 743 Broadway, New York. 





50 Elegant Mixed Cards, «ith name, 13 ones. 
e Agent’s ontfit 0c. Seavy Rros., Northford, 





100 SCRAP OR JAR FICTU RMS one t-paid 
tor Icents. Address J. FRIZZELL, 478 











W. Baltimoce street, Baltimore. Ma 
5 ELEGANT oa no two alike, with name, 
2: l0e,. postpaid. J.B. HUSTED, Naasan, N. Y. 
Snowflake, Fecal, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 





Se he ee Eastlak ‘Eagle Somch, “ee. Go ere Se 





| 843 Broadway, 


| FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” 


| teacher should be with ut the BEST. 
| ance iu these Bibles isu: real use, and not amere name, 





School Music Books! 


High School Choir. 
Emerson and Tilden. $9.00 per dozen. A standard, 
useful, aud favorite book. 


School Song Book. 
C, Everest. #6 perdezen. Fine book for Girls’ High 
and Normal Schools, 
Choice Trios. 


W.S. Tilden. $9 per dezen. Three part Songs for 
Female Colleges, Seminaries, etc. 


Grammar School Choir. 
W.S. Tilden. @ perdoz. Excellent collection for 
High or Grammar Schools. 
American School Music 


Readers, 
In 3 Books, each 3% cents, 3 cents and 530 cents. 
Carefully prepared for Graded “chuols. 





The followirg are favorite general collections of 
genial Songs for Common Schovuls. 





GODS BOM coccccccscnsescscscoceses H.S. Perkins. .75 
MOORING BIRD. ccccccccesccccsses Ww. 2 Perkins. 50 
Poi ie. fl. |) . eae Everest. .50 
OUR FAVORITE .ccccecccs .cocececees ii: P. Danks. .60 


MUSIC CHARTS By Dr Lowell Mason. 

Large Char:s, con'aining 120 B ackboard Lessons, 
plainly visible to all, saving much trouble, easi y set 
up and used, and furnishing & complete course of 

‘yee by Express. In two rolls or sets. 

1, \ 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON 4 CO. J. R DITSON & CO. 
922 Chestnut *treet, 


New York. Philadelphia. 





Tha Bide for Bible Teachers. 


Goto y ur. Bookseller and ask him for the“ BIBLE 
with Eyre & Spoitis- 
woodes imprint. They are furnished in tive sizes, 
and at prices from $1. 50 to $12 

They have been revised and extended in matter, im- 
proved in binding, und REDUCED IN PRICE. 

There is no reason why any Sunda: -school or Bible 
‘The Concerd- 


Ask for a Descriptive Circujar. [f the books cannot 


be furnished vou in your own town. send » postal card 


to POTT, YOUNG & CO., Cooper Union. N. Y. 





NOW READY! CH New! Sweet — 


GOSPEL E HOES R.G. Staples. 


Do not supply your oPest with new singing beaks. until 
you have examined and tested this book. It is by far the 
best for Suxpay ScHoo.s, PRAYER-MEETINGS, and 
Home Circies. [tis full of contributions from ALL THE 
REST authors of Sunday-school music_in the country. 
Children. Teach rs, Snperinendents, Pastors, Parents, 
all say they want it ps ase even ehaee. Sample pages 
free. mple ¢ ) per dozen, by mail. 
Aides c STRAL L BOOR % Oxe ERN Osk calousa, lowa, 

eR ITSON & CO., Boston, and New York 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


= Pt 2! Fmonesen, Peecrsess, 


Suggestive Helpfal 
bon Teacher and Scholar. yA is 


Send vonvE aN CENTS >, 25 cts. a —— 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, Bord, Address, 
Rreatdwav. New ¥: 


THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies T5c. 50, $3. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N.Y. 


WHAT JESUS SAYS. hance’ 
collated by topics, full index, ‘San l2mo, 400 pages, 


mailed. eS for $1.50. Circular. Address 
REV: RUSSELL, Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Sa 














Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
oughing,and gives im- 
mediate reliefin Gron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Dloarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tive and Asthmatic Complaints. The Cron- 
echial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 
known and used nearly all over the world. 


MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
remitting for first purchase. Address the manu- 
facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
paper. 
























Keeps cut Cold, Wind & Dust. § RATTLING. 
BRI Dye SSE No Mouldings. No Waste Bn 4. Ca™ APPLY 
7. Costs less than mente +! any other kind, and 
Samr le package 25 feet Sem., post paid. 
t sell) ee article for can 3 Vassers, @ or female, 
XIRLE WEATHER arRIE co., 
P.O. Bex 2945. 17 Dey St., New York. 








A MICROSCOPE FE ee OCNTED OBJECTS 


Smith's mairepregh with 100 beautiful microscopic 
pictures, ero 1ed on glass. Ten slides with ten 
pictures on a slic Will be sent by muil free on 
receipt of $1..0. Send for circular Agents wanted. 

Address D, L. Smith, Waterbury, Conn. 


POTTERY or Emnossep Pictures, for decorating; 
10 sheets, consisting of Birds Bugs, 
Ferns, Ja anes, Heads, Repti lies, Figures, etc., post- 


paid, for 5 50 Elegant Pictures, 25 cents. 
CHAS. W. KNIGHT, NEW BEDFORD, MASS. 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents wcony: 
wane ae Address M,. E., Box 53, Einderhoo 
New org. 











40° Flowered Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask. 
Cards, no two alike, vour name neatly 
pA. on all, onlyl0c, STAR CO. Northford. Ct 


PULPIT HELPS. Be iving’:Sowig. Par 
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MASON & HAMLIN 








Highest Honors at all World's 


Exhibitions of Recent Years. 


CABINET 


ORGANS. 


ESPOSICION 
INTERNACIONAL 
DE CHILE 


SANTIAGO, 1875, 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876. 











YHE great competition among reed-organ 
makers now, is as to who shall make an 
organ which shall cost the least money. There- 
fore the strife is to make, by cheapest material 
and workmanship, the POOREST POSSIBLE organ ; 
and it is wonderful what progress bas been made 
in this direction! The country is tlooded with 
circulars and advertisements repr- senting these 
cheaply made organs ss worth great prices, but 
offering them, on various specious pretences, at 
fractions of these. 

Into such competition the MASON & HAM 
LIN ORGAN COMPANY From 
the beginning their first endeavor has been to 
make the VERY BEST INSTRUMENTS POSSIBLE. 
They have been rigidly careful in the selection 
and preparation of MOST CHOICE MATERIAL 
and the employment of the best WORKMEN unly, 
in every department. And they have called to 
their assistance the best skill the world could 
afford; having been themselves so fortunate as to 
effect the most important improvewents in such 
instruments ever made 

AND THIS HIGHEST STANDARD THEY RIGIDLY 
MAINTAIN. 

They invented and introduced the instrument, 
substantially in its present jorm, being an im- 
provement upon the melodeon, in 1861. 

It was Mr. Hamlin, of this Company, who in- 
vented the modern SYSTEM OF VOICING REEDS 
the most important improvement ever made in 
such instruments, now universally practiced, but 
carried to highest perfection only in these organs. 

MASON & HAMLIN ORGANS have been 
constantly placed in competition at PRINCIPAL 
INDUSTRIAL COMPETITIONS in America to the 
number of hundreds; and in almost every in- 
stance have at such been the SOLE RECIPI- 
ENTS OF HIGHEST HONORS, for demon- 
strated superiority. 


do not enter 





At all Worxp’s Exursitions of recent years, 





at mo : | ~// 
Ve. Off 


Not Lowest Priced, but 


BEST and CHEAPEST. 





viz: at Paris, 1867; Vienna, 1873; Santraco, 1875, and PuiLa- 
DELPHIA, 1876, they have taken FIRST MEDALS OR OTHER HIGHEST 
HONORS 

Atthe U. S. Cenrennrat Exaisition, Mason & HaAmitIn ORGANS 
were dec’ared by the distinguished jury to EXCEL ALL OTHERS in ALL 
IMPORTANT RESPECTS ‘ Every member of the jury,” writes Mr Geo. 
F. Bristow, ove of their number, “heartily concurred in assigning to 
those of your make, and YOURS ONLY, the FIRST RANK in ALL IMPOR- 
TANT QUALITIES of such instruments.” : 

These are the ONLY AMERICAN ORGANS which have ever been found 
worthy of any award at Any European Wor .p’s Exposition, and 
thev have obtained the FIRST MEDAL at such wherever exhibited. | 

So well es'ablished is the superiority of the Macon & Hamlin Organs 
that o'her leading makers now decline to compete with them at Indus- 
trial competitions ; entering their organs “ for exhibition only.” 

It is the Mason & HAMLIN ORGANS which, by their great excellence 
have given a great rerutation to AMERICAN ORGANS, and opened a wide 
market for them in Enrcpe 

Musici«ns in Europe and America recognize the unequaled excellence 
of the Mason & Hamlin Organs, and do not hesitate to declare it While 
they sometimes give recommendations of o.her organs, mentioping some 
go d qualities in them, it will be noticed by examination and comparison 
of the cireulars of makers containing snch recommendations, that the 
Mason & Hamlin are in almost all cases declared best. Dr. Franz Liszt 
than whom no musician in the world stands higher, recently characte: ised 
them as‘ matchless,” “unrivaled” Theodore Thomas, than whom po 
Musician is more esteemed in America, or has a wider acquaintance with 
best musicians says the Mason & Hamlin Organs ‘are the best instru- 
ments of the class made either in this country or Europe;” that “ the 
excel especially in richer, better qualities of tone,” and that i geelehadl 
genera'ly regard the Mason & Hamlin Organs as unequaled by any others " 

The testimonials recognizing the superiority of the Mason & Hamlin 
Organs which are published 1n their Circulars, were characterized by the 
New York Tribune as“ The nnivereal opinion of the mu-ical profession,” 
and by the New York World as “ The judgment of nearly every organist 
and pianist of note.” 

MODERN IMPROVEMENTS. 


This Company are not aware of any real improvement yet effected in 
such instruments, which is not to be found in their organs. “In power and 








| 
| 
| 
| 





smoothness of working stops; variety and attractiveness of solo stops; 
exceeding refinement of tone; delicacy of soft stops; volume of louder 
stops; equality in character throughout each stop; smoothness, ease and 
exactness of action; durability and perfection of workmanship, and 
elegance and finish of cases, the excellence of their organs is compara- 
tively greater to-day than ever before, and must be recognized by every 
competent judge who sufficiently compares and examines. 


WARRANT. 


Every organ made by this Company is fully warranted, and the war- 
rant wili be voluntarily made good if there is any occasion. It should 
be remembered that the warrant of a maker who wisbes to evade it is of 
little value, because it is practically impossible to enforce it. Hence 
makers of poorest organs boldly warrant them. 


PRICES AND TERMS. 


But while it is commonly conceded that the Mason & Hamlin Organs 
are the best instruments of their class in the world. it is often supposed 
that the prices are much higher than those of inferior organs This is an 
error. The net prices of the-e organs are but little higher than those of 
instruments of greatly inferior workmanship and value. 
largest and most completely furnished factory in the world in this line, 
with experience, machinery, #nd facilities accumulated and perfected in 
the manufacture of nearly ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND ORGANS, 
they are able to produce organs at very much less cost than would be 
possible without such facilities. They are thus able to sell at prices 
which are not greatly more than those of the most inferior work. Differ- 
ence in price is smal]; differenc- in value very great. 

These organs are now sold not only for cash, but also for easy pay- 
ments: or are rented until rent pays for an organ. An organ of small 
size, but of best quality. may be obtained on payment of $7 20 per quarter 
(three months) for ten qnarters. Larger sizes at proportionate rates 

CASH PRICES —Smallest size, $54.each. Five Octave Double Reed 
Organs, $100; with nine stops, $108; in very ich case, $114; new style, 
polished Jet and Gold Bronze Finish, $135, ete. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUES, with illustra'ions from photographs, 
and Price Lists sent tree. Persons writing for them are invited to send 
names of other parties who might like them, to whom they will also be 
sent iree. 





Mason & Hamlin Organ Co., 154 Tremont St., Boston; 25 Union Square, New 


a 








COX AND SONS, LONDON, } 


fit' ing. 
13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. | set and Skirt Supporver. 
Branch De pot, 12 Weat St., Boston health. 


ART WORK IN WOOD, STONE. M ETAL, TILES 
oe AND STALNEv GLASS. 

_Christmas Decorations for Church and Domestic 
Se now on exhibition, 
Stiffs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware. 
List of Catalogues on application. 


2 


son, th 


EALTHY, graceful, 


’ comfortable, 
You will find the * QUEEN BE-8” Cor- 
Wear no other, if you vaiue 
Sent by iwail for $1.50 trom 


_3. D. CARLISLE, Pittaburgh, Pa 


FANCY CARDS, with name, 10c.; 50 for 15c. 
Plain or Gold. Try us. W. E. Hull & Co., Hud 


and perfect 


MAGICIAN view. 


TS 
& HOME ENTERTAINMEN 
seroe STOCK& REDUCED PRICES 


.T.MILLIGAN. 
VB CAST SLRANLADA 


for SUNDAY 
POT TRA s 


ite BUSA 
0 CF AND! 











PA 


25 x EW YEAR CARDS, with name, 20c. 25 Extra and Telegraphy. 


Tuition after securing situation. 
/, Send stamp for particulars, 
Business aud ‘Telegraph College. Sandush y, O. 





Bookkeeping GIRLS ®&Bice Perforated mottwes for fancy work, 
10 cts. 











ixed, ite. Geo. 1. Reed & Co.. Naasan, N.Y, 


Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case. 13c., or 25 
R02 alike, 10c. Outfit 10 c. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 





50 Extra Mixed Cards, name in Crimson. Gold or 
e Jet, on all, 0c. CLIN'I'S BROS., Clintonvilie, Ct. 








MIXED CARDS, with name, l0c. Agents 


J. W. Russell, Newton, Mass. 
40 outfit, l0cts. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y 


Having the | 


York; or, 250 Wabash Ave., Chicago. | 


EDUCATIONAL. 
OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, snd Preparatory depart- 
ments. Elective studies. Admit< bot! sexes, No-alvon 
temptations. Best of relixious influences. Thorough 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library lees onl 





$27 a year. Over },000 students. Spring term, Mar 
12, Fall term, September 3. For circulars address 


J. B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 
the College management. First-class teac ers. Ex- 
pen es low. Cl»ss instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home fir students, Oberlin is unsur. 
passed jor health fulness and religious aud intellectual 
advantages. Adress Prof. F B wice. 


NATIONAL SCHOOT, OF 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
2418 Chest. ut Street, Philadelphia. 
Next term opens April 8 A sixty-page catalogue, 
with full particulars, sent on application. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., President. 


The Elocutionist’s Annual, No. 5. 
Just issued, 200 pages. Gir at variety. Latest popu- 
lar readings Sent post-paid for sic 
J. W. SHOKMAKER & CO., 1418 Chestnut St., Phita. 


|S pean SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 

P 1035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough educatio., Refers by 
permission to H, Clay Trumbull. Editorof The Su. day 
School Times, and Rev. Ss. W Dana, 4001 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, Fer circulars, address, 

MRs. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal 











~NREENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical [natin 
G and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sx 
side Schoo) for both sexes. On direct route frou 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
RV F D BLAKESLER,A.M. FE. Greenwich B |. 





{NCINNATL WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEG =, 
Pest advantages in Literature, Science, Lan 

guages, Painting, and Music. 
REV DAVID H OORKE, D.D.. Presiden: 


EW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
| Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1 30, 
| 4.15, 5.30 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


| LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 

| and OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 4,15 
Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 

| 1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train, 


| TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1851 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. age 

Manes 


collected and checked to destination by 
Express. 
FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 














=a | 


“i 


| 

| ( 

| 

| i ss 

j mailed FREE to 

| all applicants, Itcon. 

| tains colored plate, 500 engravings, % 
| 





about 150 pages, and full descriptions, 
prices and directions for planting over 1200 
varieties of Vegetable aud Flower Seeds, Plants 7 

Tnvaluabie to all. Send for it. Addrvss » Roses, Kite, 


D. M. FERRY & CO., Detroit, Mich 


| sh 


| SOMETHING NEW AND GOOD 


| A beautiful folded card for the pocket, containing 





| THE TEN COMMANDMENTS, 
| THE LORD'S PRAY EK, aud 
THE APOSTLES’ CKEED. 

| In these days of darkness and faltering, every person, 
land especially every Sunday- chool schoiar, should 
! bave this ecard and learn to commit to memory. 
Price, $2.00 per 100. 

p.s.—Our special Sunday-school Department fur- 
nish everything new and old at short notice. 


LIFE OF ST, PAUL. 


| 


Nassau Street, N. 
BY CONYBEARK & HOWSON. 
12zmo. Cloth. 764 pages. 75 cents! 


Leary's Vld Book Store, 


Ninth Street, below Market, F hiladelphia. 





Any 8. S. Superintendent desiring to examine 
PANSV’S NEW Le S8eN BOOK for Boys un. Girls, 
Who will send his address to 
D. LOTHROP & CO., BOSTON, 


Wiil receive a copy by return mail. 


Either packet cards, with name, 10 ets. 


| 25 Bristol, } J2 Marble, |} 14 Uniental, 

} 46 Granite, WOsnowflake, | 12 Mom Glory 
1 blaid, | 29 4 ld Ore | wv kmbossed 
13 packets. $1. 27 fort. 70 for %. 150 tcr $10. 
Cut this out. F. W. GAKDINER, Lynn. Mass. 

| ry Wmhyey Every reader of Times to send 
W AN | ED 10€ for the cheapest paper in 

the land. 3 months ontrial. Address ‘** Worid,” 20 Lin- 


culn St., Bos on, Mass. 


XFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Thos. Nelsou & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N, wT. 
50 








Fashionable Cards, 12c., or 50 Cardinal and Nav 
Blue, 25 cts. STaK CARD CU., Richburg, N. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPAKTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


- (PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


— ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 
+ = $2.15 each, 





From 1 to 14 Copies, - 
15to29 ** 1.90 “ 
30 Copies and upwards, - 1.65 

(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents | 
has been discontinued. The price to all single | 
subscribers is now #2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. | 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, | 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- | 
tional subscriptions wo expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 

changed should be careful to name not only the post- | 
office to which they wish it sent, but alxo the one to | 
which 1t has been sent, All addresses should include | 
both county and state. | 

Any person writing to renew eitherasingle or club | 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subeveibers wishing to introduce Taz Times to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is doslenes to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
published monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
its price, onlv to subscribers of Tux Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting In separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 
In sending your renewal to ‘lhe Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
d for Tar Sunpay Scuoon Times, a8 given on the 
ellow address label on (He Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 

100 Copies, one month, - = § .60 

100 as one year, - . “ 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


+ 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 
100 Copies, three 
100 ad on 


months, « -« 6.25 
e year, = = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 








Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive | 
any of these publications, can make Pon sa for | 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Watties, as follows: 

The Sunday Schoo! Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, . 1s. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 

this office. 


Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publis 


610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 
Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 
WHITE PINF AND HARD W 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 
ings. ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ings 








Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New Yors. 





1825. 

THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, . . Assets, $1,655,717.20 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 


WM, GG. CROWELL, Secretary. 
Jor x L, THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 


1877. 


TG ADVERTISERS 225% 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS, 1 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newsp®pers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than cen be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AYER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


[F COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send*them on ten daye’ 
trial, and pay freight both ways if returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeda, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 


8 on hand at the Steam 


KB, BOWLBY & 00., Wasblagion, 3. J. 


in 
zt 


Al 


OODS, Building | 


]so | 


Brainard’s Musical World 


FOR FEBRUARY, 1878. 


$1.50 per annum. 
The leading musical monthly. 


ing matter, edited by Karl Merz. The February num- 

ber contains 

NANCY LEF.—The popular song of the day. By S, 
Adams. Sells for 40 cents. 


| ECHOES,—Beautiful waltz song. By Collin Coe. Sells 


or 3) cents. 


f 
| GWENDOLINE.—A choice composition for piano- 


forte. Sells for 30 centa. 


| HARP SOUNDS.—An elegant fantasia for piano by 


A. Jungmann, Sells for 50 cents. 


ST. PAUL WALTZ.—Arranged as duet for four hands. 


Sells for 30 cents. 


But all this choice music is included in the MusIcaL | 
| Wortp fi i 


or February which sélis for only 15 cents, 
Sold by most newsdealers, or mailed on receipt of 
price by the publishers, 

For $1.50 we will send the Musicat WoRLo one 
year, containing over $20 worth of new music. 


The February Number contains an illustrated sup- 


lement. giving the history, full description and a fine 
llustration of the grand new Cincinnati Music Hall. 
in addition to the usual large amount of musical read- 
ing matter. i 
wanted 


cinnati, O. 
gay” Catalogues of sheet music and music books sent 


ee, 
8. BRAINARD’S SONS, Pub’s, Cleveland, O. 





Matchless— Unrivaled —FRawnz Liszt. 


\| World's Exhibitions 
Ol Recent Years; 


Paris, 1867; Vienna, 1873; Santiago, 1875; 
Philadelphia, 1876 ; 


Have Awarded their 


HIGHEST HONORS TO THE 


MASON & HAMLIN 


CABINET ORGANS 


For Demonstrated Superiority. 


NEW StyLes at reduced prices, from upwards. 
Cash Prices; tive Octave, Double R . $100; Nine 
Stops, $108; in E! nt Upright Case, New Styie. $126; 
in Jet and Gold Bronze, $135. Sold also for install- 
ments, or rented until rent pays. A small Organ of 
best quajity may be obtained by payment of $7.20 per 
quan, for ten quarters. Illustrated Catalogues and 


rice Lists free. 
MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON ; 26 Union Sq., NEW YORK; 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


THE 


CRUCIAL 
TEST 


Adams, Blackmer, & Lyon Pub. Co., 
Dear Sirs:—The specimen copies of 





THe Scno.ar’s WEEKLY were duly re- | 


ceived. We have decided to use them for 
the coming year. 

You may like to know what influenced our 
choice in this case. I therefore write to say, 
that we have had a good deal of trouble in 
one way and another with lesson papers. 


We have found that with us, at least, the | 
vital point is the questions on the lesson. | 
Some papers have good notes and poor | 


questions, and some have good questions 
and poor notes. 

But after all, for our scholars, having, 
most of them, no helps at home, the ques- 
tions more than the notes are 


THE CRUCIAL TEST. 


Being obliged to rely on themselves, the 
scholars will not get the lessons when the 
questions are puzzling or obscure. 

Your questions are simple, plain, pre- 
cise, ond not too abundant. he paper 
is not covered with confusion. he 
notes, also, are good. ‘The teachers all 
seem pleased with the papers, and I think 
we shall secure better results than before. 

Very truly, 


(Rev.) L. D. M. 
Try it in Your School for One Month, 


Sample Copy sent FREE on application. 
Terms:—Single copy, 9 cents per year; 100 copies, 
$o per year; 100 copies for one month, 75 cents. 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB CO., Chicago. 
© 


Jan. 29, 1878. 


DR. WARNER'S 
HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, nequaled for beauty 
style, and comfor' Souesees by all 
= physicians. For sale by leading mer- 

Samples, any size, by mail. 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 
$1.00. 
WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 


SACRAMENTAL SARBATHS. 
th, Bi Gold, #0 cents copy. Address 
BG Hor & Rindernoos. Sew Yorke 


15 cents per number. 


Now is the time to subscribe. Agents | 


say~ The trade supplied by the American News Co., | 
New York, or Branch House, Williams & Manss, Cin- | 


INTERNATIONAL 8, 8. 


WALL MAP, B 


Old Testament Palestine. 
Largest, Cheapest, and Best. 


NOTE THE SIZE, 40 X 60 INCHES. 


Designed to illustrate the International 8.8. Lessons. 
Carefully prepared. Large tyre. Table of distances, 
Length of rivers. Shows the following by distinguish- 
ing marks: oe yreete positively known; all places lo- 
cation of which is probahbie; Levitical, priestly, and 
refuge cities. Where doubt exists as to EXacT local- 
ity it is so designated. Admitted to be the Largest, 
r — and Best Map published for the money. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
No. 1. Plain black, on cream tinted paper 
| 2. On cream tinted paper, countries colored _. 
| 3. On fine white musl 
4. On white 
nish 


: Each number con- | 
tains 26 pages of beautiful new music and choice read- | 


$1 
-150 
, countries colored.... 2 00 
aper, mounted on rollers, var- 

| , countries colored 

Don’t fail to order the International 
| Sunday School Map, &£. 


| M. A. CcouUupDyY, Publisher, 
2938 Thomas St., St. Louis, Mo. 


- MARK TWALN’S 
PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummed toreceive 
your scraps. 





THA 


Child’s Book, 1 style, 40 cents each, 
Newspaper Clippin 14 styles, 65c. to $4.50, 
Pictorial Se , 3 styles, $2.25, $3.50 an. 
Prescription k, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 
Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15¢c. and 20c. 

Any of the ve books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express te 
paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 


circular. 
SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 
Brarx Boos Manvuracrunzns, 
119 and 121 William Street.New York. 








WINNER’S NEW PRIMER for the 


PARLOR ORGAN. 


The excellence and popularity of Winners Primers 
are acknowledged by every one. is new one for the 
Parior Organ is clear and brief in its explanations, and 
@ very «reat a to young beginners. Contains a 
number of popular melodies arranged an casy 
manner, rice, 75 cents. 


Millard’s Vocal Text Book 


Is a standard work on vocal culture, designed for 
both teachers and pupils; its contents embrace exer- 
cises in every department of voice study, and is highly 
recommended by -uch wel: known skil fa teachers as 
Sigs. Erraui, Agramonte, Ronconi, Mme. G: 
and others. Price, $3.75. 


SINGER’S PROGRESS, 
BY L. ALBITES. 

A collection of easy and useful exercises for all 
voices, with accompaniment. They are melodious 
and pleasing in character, and cannot fail to advance 
the student rapidly. The author is well known as one 
of the best and most suecessful teachers in New York; 
and SINGER'S PROGRESS has been used very widely 
| by the best vocal Instructors. Price, $1.00. 


ART OF SINGING. 
BY F. SIEBER. 
A treatise of every branch of the vocal art. This 
| work has been for some years the standard text-book 
and authority in Europe in all matters relating to the 
HYGLENE and FORMATION of the voice, and musi- 
cal execution: its popularity with the best teac hers is 
extending daily,and every vocalist should possess a 
copy. Price, in cloth, $1.50. 
WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broadway, and 
39 Union Square, N. Y. 








PULPIT PAINTINGS. 
_ For Illustrated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings. 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and 
developing the pian of [ilustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, in #00 Churches and 22 states of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, etc., sent for 
lWcents. Photographs of Puintings also sent. Effeo- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors;’ 
Illustrated Stationery for Religious Correspondence, 
and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, etc., to send to children, filled w th children’s 
heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above. 


| CROW ELL’S 
| Sunday-Schooi Lipraries 
| 








No.3. 15 Vols. 16mo. 


The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection. Send for our complete 


ogue. 
T. Y. CROWELL. 1744 BROADWAY. NEW YORE, 


1.0060 


Christian men and women wanted to obtain subscri- 
bers forthe LLLUSTRATEDCHRISTIAN WEEKLY, 
the only paper of its kind published in this country. 
llilustrated, religious, and undenominational. The 
best talent employed, both with pen and pencil. We 

ay AGENTs liberally either in Cash, Teachers 

ibles, or any other book published, For particu- 

AUARICNY $hAGEWOcuRIY w A heasESN 
‘ 

CHI 0, 











WORTH REPEATING. 


NIAGARA. 
[By Jobn G. C, Brainard, who never saw the Falls. } 


The thoughts are strange that crowd into my 
brain, 

While I look upward to thee 

As if God poured thee from his hollow hand, 

And hung is bow upon thine awful front; 

And spoke in that loud voice which seemed to 


It would seem 


im 

Who dwelt in Patmos for his Saviour’s sake 

“The sound of many waters ;”’ and had bade 

Thy flood to chronicle the ages back, 

And notch his centuries in the eternal rocks. 


Deep calleth unto deep. And what are we, 
That hear the question of that voice sublime ? 
Oh! what are all the notes that ever rung 
way: a vain trumpet, by thy thundering 

side 
Yea, what is all the riot man can make 
In bis short life, to thy unceasing roar! 

And yet, bold babbler, what art thou to Him 

Who drowned a world, and heaped the waters 
far 

Above its loftiest mountains ’—a light wave 

That breaks, and whispers of its Maker’s might. 





THE BIBLE AS LITERATURE. 


{From The Canada Presbyterian.] 


In the fact that the utility of the Bible 
is not restricted to the things of a fuiure 
hfe, is found one proof of the wisdom and 
benevolence of God. While it is the Bible’s 
chief aim to acquaint man with God’s mode 
of rescuing him from perdition. and while 
this is the grand benefit it confers, it is by 
no means the only one. The book that 1s 
addressed to man mainly as an heir of 
heaven or hell, is found to be admirably 
adapted to promote his good as a mere ten- 
ant of earth; and the incidental benefits 
resulting from the study of this book are- 
ueither few nor small. 


One use of the Bible as a literary produc- 
tion is its suitability to correct a vitiated 
literary taste, and to keep young writers 
from indulging in a turgid, flowery, and 
pointless styie. The style of our English 
Bible, it is true, is not in all respects a 
model for composers. Judged by the rhet- 
orician’s rules it has many redundancies. 
In its narrations, for instance, it has what 
modern taste would pronounce a super- 
abundance of words. And yet whata charm- 
ing simplicity and artlessness pervades all 
the biblical narratives. Toe fault-hunting 
critic, perhaps, may deem them verbose, or 
even elegant, but are they not always en- 
ter aining, always instructive? Has mod- 
ern authorship, with all its arts of embel- 
lishment, presented us with any, unreal 
tales which, in genuine pathos, beauty, or 
power to touch the heart, are superior to 
the Bible’s narratives of fact? The taste 
that can see nothing to admire in the story 
of the wife-seeking journey taken by Abra- 
ham’s servant, or in the history of Joseph 
and Moses, of Haman and Mordecai, of 
Esther and Ruth, and scores of others that 
might be named, must surely be a taste 
that needs rectifying. And it is oneof the 
incidental benefits of Bible study, that it 
tends, and measurably serves, to create a 
sound and refined literary taste. 





THE DANGERS OF DISPLAY. 


[The Rev. Leonard W. Bacon, before the Women’s 
Christian Association of Pittsburg. ] 

The vanity of those who can afford splen- 
did display provokes some into competition 
that is ruinous to themselves and others. 
lt inflicts—perhaps I ought even to eay, it 
is intended to inflict—upon some who can- 
not imitate it, a sense of inferiority and dis- 
comfort. Thus it mskes the strait gate 
straiter, and the narrow way narrower and 
steeper and harder, to many a woman who 
might otherwise go in thereat. It waives 
away from the church by the wafting of an 
invisible hand, those whom the church 
most needs and longs to reach, and who 
infinitely need all the happy social influ- 
ences that center there. The wound that 
it makes pierces deeper and deeper into the 
vitals of society. For it creates a factitious 
standard of respectability, a tyrannous 
code, that imposes an interdict on marriage 
for those whese means are humbler than 
their social position, and so multiplies 
enormously the moral perils of society. It 
is, | believe, a proved, established fact, tes- 
ufied to by those Christian Jadies, Catholic 
and Protestant, who, with a condescension 
which of ail human acts comes nearest to 
the condescension of our Lord, have devoted 
themselves to be the personal companions 
of their fallen sisters,-—that of all the influ- 
ences that bring about the wreck and ruin 
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of womanhood, the most prevailing is the 
passion for dress, stimulated beyond the 
means of gratifying it. And whence comes 
this over-stimulus to the passion for dress? 
It is a stream that has flowed continually 
downward, growing im destructive force as 
it descends ; and when we trace it to its 
chief fountain-head, we find this in the ex- 
ample of ladies, yes, Christian ladies in the 
high and privileged circles of social culture 
and influence. 

I know how difficult a subject this is on 
which to draw exact discriminations. This 
ruinous passion of display grows by indefi- 
nable gradations out of a natural and inno- 
cent womanly instinct, so natural, so right, 
that God uses it asa type of the love he 
would have from his church, saying, in Jer- 
emy the prophet, “can a maid forget her 
ornaments or a bride her attire?” But 
there do sometimes arise grave emergencies 
when things innocent and right must be 
sacrificed to avert some prodigious evil. 
Such an occasion gave rise to the league 
of sober men under a pledge of total absti- 
nence from wine. Such an occasion has 
given rise, on this very subject, to the bold 
protests against the destructive influence of 
tashion that have been made successively 
by the Puritans, by the Quakers, by the 
Methodists, to say nothing of the vows of 
religious orders and sisterhoods, both Cath- 
olic and Protestant. I do not venture to 
prescribe the right course to be followed 
now; the case is too difficult and ccmpli- 
cated for hasty decision; but I declare, 
with all soberness, that of all the argu- 
ments which fifty years ago justified and 
demanded the combination of good men in 
a league of total abstinence from wine, 
there 1s not one which is not equally appli- 
cable to-day in favor of a combination of 
Christian women under a Quaker rule of 
abstinence from ornament, 





THUNDERSTORM PIETY. 


[Erasmus, in The Colloquies. } 


“ Friends,” said the captain, “the state 
of the weather advises each one of us to 
commend himself to God, and to prepare 
for death.” He was asked by some who 
knew a little about seamanship, for how 
many hours he thought he could keep the 
ship together. He said he could promise 
nothing, but certainly not more than 
three hours. What were the folks on 
board doing meanwhile? Not a few of 
them fell fiat on the deck, and began to 
worship the sea, pouring all the oil they 
could get hold of upon the waves, soothing 
it, just as we are wont to do to an irritated 
prince. ‘“O most merciful sea, most noble 
sea, most wealthy sea! O most beautiful 
sea! grow calm and save us” Many 
prayers of this kind they kept chanting to 
the deaf sea. Some were only seasick, 
most of them were making vows. One 
Englishman was there, who kept promis- 
ing mountains of gold to our Lady of 
Walsingham, if ever he set foct on Led 
alive. Some made many promises to the 
wood of the Cross in one place, and others 
to it in another. A few promised to turn 
Carthusians. One there was who bound 
himse'f to go to St. James of Compostella, 
with bare teet and head, his body covered 
only with a shirt of iron mail, and begging 
bis bread along the road. I could not but 
laugh, as I heard one vowing as loud as he 
could bellow, lest he should not be attended 
to, a wax figure as big as the saint to the 
St. Christopher who stands on the top of 
the church in Paris, more like a mountain 
than astatue. While he was thus vocifer- 
ating at his best, an acquaintance that 
happened to be standing next to him, gave 
him a nudge, and added a hint. “Mind 
what you promise,” he says ; “even if you 
sell by auction everything you possess, 
you could not pay this.” The other replied 
in @ more subdued tone, so that Christopher 
should not hear, forsooth, “Hold your 
tongue, you idiot. Do you think I am 
Speaking my real mind? ‘Tf only once I 
set my toot ashore, I shall not give him as 
much as a tallow candle.” 

Pee, MONTES, KAP, mabe Eas 
and rapidly. Saving time and material. Sosimpiea 
child can operate it and think it play. Alse the * Com- 


plete Readv Piaiter.” 
chines 





Either sent by mail for $1.00 from 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





H AMBURG EDGING and flouncing from 3c. to 75c. 
~ >, Der yd. (samples sent on reeeipt of stamp). Magic 
ae or linen edge, 6 yds. to ps. for 25c. Ruffling for 
Skirts 4 in. wide, lic. per yard; two new style , 
collars for 25c. from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 


th Cloth, Blue and Gold, 40 cents co. Address 
» &., Hox 68, Kinderhook, New oa al 


Easily aitached to sewing ma- | 
| 


No. 160.—Front View. 


J. ESTEY & 





COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Chapels, etc., is proving a 


purchasing anj other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF 


Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


STRAAT SUCOESS. 
- Be sure ‘o send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


allustrated Catalogue sent free. 








AGENTS WANTED. 





Anderson’s Safety Inkstand.— Don't spill, 
Spoil pens, or soil fingers Over 150,000 sold. Sent in 
exchange for old books, or Free on easy conditions. 
Send postal card to American Book Ex 


Beekman Street, N. Y 
M EN WANTED —to sell the PATENT GRID- 
DLE CAKE TURNER, and other articles that 
every family needs and will buy. Samples, 10 cents, 

Two hundred per cent. profit to nts, 
©. F. WEEKS, Box . Rochester, N. Y. 








THE CURSE OF RUM. 
— and an an of — - La age 7 and Francis 
urphy, over es. rice, #200. AGEN 

WANTED. —_ ~ 
H. 8.G@OODSPEED &CO., New York, or Cincinnati, O. 
5000 AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the 
“ Tilustrated Lord’s Prayer,” TEN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG. 


Agents are making from $2 to $15 per day. Ministers 
Book and Picture Agents, and all out ot employment 
send for circulars and terms, and be convinced. 








Address REV. 8S. T BUCK, 
Milton, Nort.,.umberland Co., Pa. 
= BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~y 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “ Wrote Another Book” and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 


Send for Territory. Circulars, etc., at once. Address 
AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford. Conn. 


Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill., Newark, N. J. 


WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, canvassing for the Fireside 
Visitor, Golnsesd,) Voy oe Menthe, . 
est ———. im the World, with Mammo 

Chromos . Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O VICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 











CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding t 
of all others. No agencies. P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Bstablished in 1837. 

Superior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churches 
Schools, Farms, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks, etc. Pully Warranted, 

Illustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vayovzen & Tier, 102 E. 2d St., Cincinnati. 
ne connate na 














 MENEELY & KIMBERLY 


Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 


4am Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. 
ORGANS Superb $340 Organs, only $95. 
Pianos, Retail Price by other manu 
actures $900, on y $260. Beautiful $650 
anos, 8175—bran new, warranted 15 days’ test 

tri Other bargains, want them 
Agents wanied. Paper free. Address 
| DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, N. Je 





change, 55 | 


introduced | 


PIANOS 


THE WINE QUESTION. 


| lowing able and valuable works upon the Wine Ques- 
tion, which should have a wide circulation. 

These present the whole matter of Bible Temper- 
ance, showing the two kinds of wine, and proving 


of wine as a beverage. 

Bible Wimes; or. Laws of Fermentation, and 
Wines of the Ancients. By Rev. Wm. Patton, 
D.D. 12mo, 139 pages. Paper. 30c.; cloth -...... 60 

Scripture Testimony Against Intoxicat- 
ing Wime. By Rev. Wm. Ritchie. 18mo, 213 

Communion Wine; or, Bible Temperance. By 
Rev. Wm. M. Thayer. 12mo, 133 pages. Paper, 
Sis: CREE kiiannicnnncaghbedinessapeauvenesnaeseunue 

Bible Rule of Temperance; or. Total Absti- 
nence from all Intoxicating Drinks. By Rev. 
George Duffield, D.D. 18mo, 206 pages.......... d 

Gospel Temperance. By Rev. J. M. Van Buren. 
Paper, 25¢.; Clotl........cccccccccceceeces oeeeeee é 

The Wines of the Bible. By Rev. ©. H. Fow- 
Wy Fi ctcnthinsttnclipsninenssadpenncccsncoccocesce 

Sent by mail, on receipt of price. Address 


50 


-10 























Is the most beautiful work ef the kind in the wor!d. 
It contains near:y 150 pages, hundreds of fine [llustra- 
tions, and six Curomo Pilates of Fiowers, beauriiuliy 
drawn and colored from nature. Prive, 50 cents in 
paper covers ; $1.00 in elegant cloth. Printed in Ger- 
man and Englisa. 

Vick’s Illustrated Monthly Magazine. 32 
pages, fine illustrations, and Culored Plate in every 
number. Price, $1.26 a year; Five cepies for $5.00. 

Vieck’s Catalogue,—300 Ulusirations, only 2 cts. 

Address, JAMES VICK, Rochester, N. Y. 





| A CHARMING GIFT. 


A my of the prettiest pictures you ever saw— 
Fiowers, Fruit, Landscapes, autumn Leaves, Birds, 
Animals, Chi/dren, Beautiful Ladies, etc.—for decorat- 
ing Pottery, Vases, —p Books, ete , and a five weeks’ 
subs¢ription to IpLm Hovuas, @ sixteen-page, illus- 
tated, ly weekly, filled with Charming Stories by 
able writers, Humorous selections, Poetry. Puzzies, 
for the young folks, etc., all sent Kree to every reader 
of this paper who will forward at onee 15 eents to pay 
mailing expenses. We make this unparalleled offer to 
introduce our paper into new families. Stamps taken. 
Address M. T. Kichardson, Publisher. 397 bruadway, 
New York. Splendid Prives—Organs Watches, Silver 
| Ware. etc.—for clubs. Kare chance ior agenis. Mrs. 








Fieetwood, Dexter, 
1 Lester, Centennial, 
etc., at Factory Prices. Wood & Designs. 


LATHES 3g {crenin 


Saw Attactiments. 

W for Ama- 
ee} TOOLS & HARDWARE sci. dn 
chinists, Carpeniers, and every Department of Me- 
chanical Trade. Send stamp for Catalogue, and 
state what kind ef Tools or Machines you require 


TALLMAN & McPADDEN, 607 Market St., Philad’a. 














| SACRAMESNTAL SABBATHS, 


| 25 Fancy Sarda Soorfaxe, Pamogk, se, no 2 atthe 


| secular, child can manipulate, execution 


| 

| 

| The National Temperance Society publish the fol- | 
' 


‘DOUBLE RUNNERS, 


} J. N. STEARNS, 58 Reade St., New York. | 


Titus. Catalogues & Lectures. 3 Books, Zc. 





| PER CENT. 


| 
| 


conclusively that the Scriptures do not favor the use | Safety. 








BEST GOODS AT LOWEST PRICES, 


LANTERNS 


AND VIEWS 





AGIC 


THEO. J. HARBACH 
MAGIO MUSICAL CABINET. DO. Je 
Rveryone « Musician, { 809 "ilbert St., Philad’a, Pa. 


AGIC MUSICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Masical Invention 
of the Age! 


THIS NEW AND ¥ ONDERFUL INSTRUMENT, 
enables any one to play any desired meledy. sacred or 
8 fanitiess, 
strict in melody, harmony, etc., suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, Lodges, Home use, etc. In fact, 
wherever good music required, Please send for 
descriptive circular, 


iW: DINGEE & GUNAKU EUS 


BEAUTIFUL EVER-BLOOMING 


ROSES 


Crecucars Free. 





WedeliverStrong Pot lrosesysui able yor immediate 
Howevring, sately by mail, at all post-ofttices. 5 Splene 
did Varieties, your choice, all labeled, tor % 1,12 for 
RZ : for &3; 26 for B4; 3S for BS; 716 for 
S10; 100 for S13. Send for our NEW GUL 


. ree 
TO ROSE CULTURE, and choose from over 600 
tinest surts. Our Great Specialty is growin and 

THE DINGER & 0., 


Md ing Roses, CONARD © 
FIVE IL 


riby 








Now jis the time to secure it. 


’ 
i k®) 
Or 
Only » 


A FARM 3250 
L/ RS for an Acre of the BEST [and in A 






« 
merica. 





in Eastern Nebraska now for sale, TEN YEARS?’ 
REDIT GIVEN; INTERESW ONLY SIX 
L Full informacion sent free, Ad- 
: DAVIS, Land Agent U. P. RB. R., 
OMAUA, NEBRASKA. 









NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ron SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘ext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list ZUUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address . H. BUF- 
FORD’S SONS. Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass. 





The 

famous 
RUSSIAN 
MODEL, 
having 

patent 
Steering Apparatus. Comfort and 
Security Assured. Will fit any sied. Filus- 
trated diagram, {u'l designs, etc., sent any ad- 
dress for 25c. By our model and directions you can 
make a rfect double sled at_a cost of less 
than Sl Address RAY MODEL CO., No. 118 
Fu.ton Street, Boston, Mass. 





So ORTON & SADLER’S 
Bra G6) USINESS CALCULATOR 


304 pages. 42 subject fllustrations. 
Best Business Work ever published. 
S rongly endorsed by Bunkers Press, 
Expert Accountants, and Farmers. 
Over 40.000 sold In 6 months, Agenis Wanted. Ask 
y ur Bookseller. Sent postpaid for One Dellar. A 
beautifully illustrated 32-page P 
Table of Contents, SENT FRE® to any addr ss. 

W. H. SADLER, Publisher, BALTIMOR 








rospect us, 40 plates, and 


E, Md. 








Of the latest and most beautiful designs, and all 
other Slate Work on hand or made to order. 
Factory and Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
WILSON & MILLER, Philade!phia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
Oil Steves for cooking and heating purposes. 
Agents wanted. Send for cireular. 








gm) HELP for ALL who 


4) READ AND THINK. 


Lawyers, Ministers, Physi- 
cians, Teachers, Students; all 
Mi peo vie who read, write, speak 
or think in any /anguage; all 


3 commend it. Better than any 
scrap book or index Rerum, 
If your bookseller does not 


f# have it send for circular to 
41 the publisher, 


4 ALFRED L, SEWELL, CHICAGO. 





Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
a CAXTON’S 

<2 Self-Inkin ony $14. 
COLUMBIAN PRESSES, Seif- 
Inking. from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $50 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue. 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Soston, Mass. Established 1847, 


‘ WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON. 





Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD’A. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day W James Arrwoor 


Case's Bible Atlus 


Qvuarw Se end =p te the times, 16 Fall Par: 
Maps, with atory Notes, and Index. Designed to « 
Sunday School Teachers and Scholars. Every Fami'y aec’> 
S Price nm Sent mail ov receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED ip every Township Libera 

wwen = Address fan« 


GO. D. Caan & Co., Kartiora 


ENT FREE onapplication—-BRIGGS & BRO,’S 

Flower and Vegetable Catalogue, Our large 

crops enable us to SELL SEEDS LOW. 
ROCHESTER, N, Y., or CHICAGO, ILLIA, 
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Rett Complete in Terry, $65. 
Sett Complete in Plash, 875. 


Made in solid black walnut and finished In the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles. $45 to $500 per 
sett, Pew cushions, 3 cts, to $1.25 per foot. Church, 
Chapel, and Sundas Schovl Furniture on hand of the 
latest and most approved patterns, or made to order 
at short notice, Photographs, with Price List, sent by 
mail if applied four. 


Paines Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Stree’, 


Boston, Mass. 


PERSONS 


WHO WOULD 


Fend to New York to buy Forwrroar, Carrs, 
Surv RAND Povren Wane, Waren, Tower and OTHER 
On cKxs, Waten:s, Communton Sets, Cuvecn ond C t- 
TAG UOncans, Pinos, Bronz 8, Scientieic, Rake and 
Miacetiane us Books, Bie tes, Suapay-scnoen Lr 
pRininea, Music axp Mvesic Books, Japanese and 
Curva Wares, Mric-a-Brac, Prorunes, Carrtaars, 
KTc,, ETC. if they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for them. can find sueh * party ima our AGENCY. Orders 
will be faithfully wand conscientiously filled without 
commis<ion 

Our facilities for purchasing Pianos and Organs 
enable us to furnish them much beiow mavulaciurers’ 





Shopping Orders carefully avd promrtly 
executed by an Erperienced Lady. Send clear de ~ecrip- 
tion of articles desired, acconi panied by Postal Order, 
Registered Money Letter, or N. Y, Bank Draft. 

AZRO GOFF’S PURCHASERS’ AGENCY, 


212 Broadway, New York. 
B®” Please keep this for future reterence, 


RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tle Vases, Rustic Settees, 
Rustic Chairs, Bird 
Hlouses. Wir dow Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Pesigns of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale, 

Florists’ Supplies 

IN GENERAL 

This Hanging Basket In 
five sizes.5 94,1 ‘4, and 
14 Inches in diameter. 
Price. 75c., $1. $1.50, $2 00, 
$2.50, went by express to 
any part of the U. s., on 

y) receipt of price. 
; snd stamp for Dlustra- 
rey ted Cataogue. 


, ™” 
Rustie Mfg. Co., 
29 FULTON S8T., 
New York Clty, 
Plense state what paper 
you saw this jn. 


ILLUSTR ATIONS 
FOR 


International Lessons of 1878. 





Second Quarter 
now ready only 


Ist 6 mos, in cloth 50 cts, 
2d quarter in paper, 2 cts. 


Address FAIRBANKS & CO.,, Publishers, 
46 Medison Street, bh ago, Il 


azar loriats and Market Gunteners pasa hy with 
the most relable se 


A work of 150 pages, 
Choice Seeds beautifully illustrated, 
containing descrip ive list 
of the rarest us well as 
the nevelties in both 
- Flower amt Vegetable 
Specialty seed Sent on receipt of 
~ fwo three-cent stamps, 
ADDRESS 
CURTIS, COnkK, & WASHBURN, 


6) Tremout Street, Boston, 


Collections FLOWER-SFEDS 
nuals. free hloomers |... 
os 2 Chote Bi ennials ant Perennials... 
No, 4. nV uv choice Annuals. free bloomers 
Na. 7. 5 Ver ry rare Annuals (Flotists’) 
ASSORTMENTS of Asters (12 var ). B lsams (12 var ), 
Pinks (16 var). Phiex Drummondi (16 var.), tansies 
@ var.). | rinwilas (6 var), German Stocks (12 var.), 
all of the finest sorts, Colo.’ separate, per assortment, 
Kach @1.00 n 
VEGETABtE SEEDS! 
Twenty Varieties of ‘he Leading Serta, $10. Collec 
tious «f larger quantities for #2 $3,8). $10.20. Any of 
the above c leenons sent FREE BY MAIL on recetpt 
of price. CALENDAR for 1878 gives instructions. 
Mailed free. HENRY A, DREER, 


beedsman and 
Florist, Leck-box 37, rhiladelphia, Pa. 


1878, Cornish & Co.’s 


Ninety Days’ Offer ! 
A New 
$225 Organ! 
fur $67 50! 


Five Octaves! 

Double Reed! 
Nine Sstops— 
og Haut- 


Duicet Prin- 
ae. Dulciana, Flute. Bohs, Violina, Vox 
Humana. Price S225. Hight. 5 ft. 4 
in.; length, 3 ft 9 in.; derth, 2 ft. We 


1878, 








will sell this Organ for 867.50, for the 
purpose of having it introduced where 
We have no agents Senton ten days’ test 
trial. Uf it dos not prove as represented, 
you can return it. and we wili refund the 
money and pay freight charges both ways. 
We dety the world to pruduce a betier 
instrument. ‘The cnses are made of solid 
walnut, thorou h'y seasoned. The tone 
is perfect, the toueh elastic. the finish 
artistically superb, and the construction 
durable. They are acknowledged by niu- 
sicians, the peopie, and the press to he 
the best instruments ever offered to the 
— Says Dr. Mivdnich, Professor of 

usic at st. Vincent College: “ Lately L 
have had orcasion to play an organ 
manufactured by Messrs. Cornish & Co., 
and [I do not hesitate to prenounce it 
superior in tone and construction to any in- 
struoment of ‘he kind made in Ameriea.” 
Hundreds of similar testimonials. All 
instruments new and warranted 
for five years. Lllustrated Catalogue 
and Price List free. Address 


CORNISH & CO., 
Washington, Warren Co., N. J. 


WALTER BANER CU 


CHOCOLATE, BROMA, 














PREPARATIONS 


Are highly recommended for their great nourish- 
ing and Nea arte Ss and will 
be found equally well we for 
invalids as well as those in health. 


COCOA POD AND BEAN. 
All warranted PURE and manufactured from selected Cocoa. 
Highest Prize awarded at Paris, Vienna, and Philadelphia Exhibitions. 


USE A BINDER. 


Subscribers wishing to keep their copies of The Times in good condition, and have them at 
hand for reference, should use a binder. We can send by mail, postage paid, a strong, plain 
binder for $1.00, or a handsome one, half leather, for $1.50. These binders have been made 
expressly for The Times, and are of the best manufacture. The papers can be placed in the 
binder week by week, thus keeping the filecomplete. Address, 


JOHN D. bist dabasaase Publisher, 610 Chestnut sn Phila. 























- Sunday- School Temperance Work. 


The WOMAN'S NATIONAL CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE UNION atits fourth annual convention. held 
in Chicago. October 274-27, 1877, voted to adopt the quarterly Su day as “ Ly en od day;" to appoint 
State Superintendents of sunday-school temperance work; to adopt the Concert ercise prepared by Miss 
Lucia Kimball for the schools of Chicago, 


“THE HEBREW CAPTIVE,” 


Price, 50 cents per hundred, and to ask her to prepare three other lessons to supply the eeiirtte Sundays 
of 1878, 

Nearly 10 000 copies of this exercise have been sold in Chicago and vicinity. Schools wishing to use a 
temperance exercise will be pleased with it. Send 3cent stamp for specimen copies Address 


FAIRBANKS & CO., Publishers, 46 Madison Street, Chicago, 111. 


Now Ready. 


PAPER, 50 Cts. CLOTH, 75 Cts. 
Sent post-paid on receipt of price. 
FAIRBANKS & (0O., Publishers, 

46 Madison Street, 
( Coienee, Il}, 








THE BEST 200 


“ HANDBOOK% BIBLE REA 


PAND CHEAPEST = FOR U 
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\ TONDER FUL PEN AND HOLDER —Writes with water in letters of gold, silver, violet, blue, black, 

carmice, yellow, green, ete. No ink required. Samples by mai!. lic., one dozen by ma}, 75c. Magic 
Water Pers, anv color desired, one dozen by mail. 25c.; per gress, reduced rates; two samples by mail, 0c, 
The Corne tto, the new Italian music linstrument; mo. t wonderful and amusing invention. Samples by mail, 
Be. - nts wanted, Latest novelties. Catalogue free. KLMPIRE NOVELTY CO., 309 B oadway, New York. 








AMATEUR PRINTERS 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. Will save money by selecting their material from the 


y handsomest and largest Catalogue published. Send 
Best quality WASH BLUF, and most liberal measure | . to NATIONAL TYPE Pp 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, ss CO., Philadelphia. 








WANAMAKER’S 
Grand=Depot. 


—COMPRISING— 


TWENTY STORES IN ONE, 


All on one Grand Floor. 


4a-THE STOCK (S IMMENSE,-@a 
And the prices are Lower than anywhere else, 





SILKS, 
DRE*S GOODS, 
SHAWLS, 


ae everything that a lady wants, 
LACES, | 
| 
| 





GLOVES, and everyth ng that a young lady wants 


SHOES, 


HATS, 
CLOTHING, 
BOOTS, 


sUITS, 
SHIRTS, 
RUBBERS, 


BLANKETS, 
SHEETINGS, 
CURTAINS, 

— Correspondence freely invited from —— 


— out ortown, samples promiptlysent —— 
— by mail a 





and everything that a gentleman wants 





an everything that a boy wants. 





and everything wanted for the house- 
nuld. 








The opening of 1878 opens many new features in the 
business at the Grand Jepot, the principal of which 
is a GREAT KEDUCTION wp the price of every 


oe JOHN WANAMAKER, 


Grand Depot, 13th St, Philadelphia. 


The Scholars’ Quarter| 


Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 





is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, be is assisted in 
its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 
members of fivedenominations. The present circula- 
tion of Tue Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. Itisus d byschoo!s of all denomina- 
tions in every state of the Union. The number for the 
second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
alone will be worth the price of the book. Will you 
not try The Quarterly in yourclass for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY. Many Superinten- 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen- 
sive for them have found no difficulty In raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 2 cents a year, or $25 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost or 
postage to subscribers. Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 
months, seven centseach. Tosupply our class would 
cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1 25: three months, 
35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, $2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 
sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe at the ottic’ of 
The Sunday School Times. Address. John D. Wattles. 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street. Philadelphia, 





WAYSIDE SERIES. 


Bourbon Lilies. 


A story of artist life. By Tizzie W.Champney. Sq. 
16mo. Cloth, flexible, $1.25. 


“It will make its own way as an original, fresh 
picture of foreign life. asasiory with au underlying 
and coustant charm.—I/artjord Courant. 


Nimport. 


Sq. 16mo. Cloth, flexible, $1.25. A powerful romance 
of New England lile. 


Sent post-paid for advertised price. 
LO: K WOOD BROOKS & CO, BOSTON 





Sunday-Schoo! Music Bak 


At less than cost. Owing to the Large 
Increase of our Organ *nd Piano Teade, 
we have decided t) give up publishing 
Sanday-scehool Music BRoeks, and will 
sell our entire Steck, at the folhowing 
prices: Songs of Grace »nd Glory, paper 
covers, ize... Boards, bets. Echoes from 
Zion—BRonrrds, 12 cents. Sabbath-school 
Bell, Diad im, Heaveniy Echoes, Chris- 
tian Melodist, and Choral Harp— Paper, 
6 ets., boards, 10 ct. Revivel Hymn 
and Tune Book, paper, 4 ¢ts., boards, 6 
ets. Day Sehow! Bell, paper, 12 ets., 
beards, i5e . postage. pauper, 2¢., beards, 
4c. Sheet Music at half price. Pianes 
and Organs. New, and second Hand of 
First-class Makers, at great bargains for 
Cash, or Installimnents. Illustrated cata- 
logues mailed. <A liberal discount to 
Teschers, Mini-ters, Ch :ches, ete. Horace 
Waters & Sens. 40 Fast ifth St., N. ¥. 








83 North Second Street, Philadelphia. Sacramental Sabbaths. 


25 Lovely Bird Cards with name, 10 cents, Agents’ 
Outfit, 10 cenis. VAN & CO., Chatham, N. Y 





